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Reduce your rate by up to 1% APR 

Plus, no payment for up to 90 days' 

Just don’t cut your car like we did! 

Watch us cut a car in two and learn more about how much 
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you can save by visiting verilycu.com/cutyourpayment 
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Looking to 
unlock your 
creativity with 
the perfect 


1728 4th Ave S. 

15029 Aurora Ave N. 
Recreational Marijuana 21+ 

DOCKSIDECANNABIS.COM 


dockside 

cannabis 


SAFE. LEGAL. ENLIGHTENING. 




1407 FimiAVEMJE | FIFTH f> UNION | 5EATTU.WAUW | JCEu447.»W 
[urgeonrairtt.COnl 


COMMUNITY. CULTURE. CANNABIS. 


0 1 


(Stash) 


Pot Shop 


COMMUNITY. CULTURE. CANNABIS. 

4912 17TH AVENUE NW 

BALLARD ■ SEATTLE LAKE CITY 

10333 LAKE CITY WAYNE 

STASHP0TSH0P.COM ■ @STASHP0TSH0P 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, andjudgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-155 




$4 EDIBLES 
$5 PRE ROLLS 
$6 GRAMS 
$25 1G WAX 
$25 OIL 

$42 for 7 GRAMS 
$75 for 14 GRAMS 
$99 for 28 GRAMS 

Open: 8am-11:30pm, 7 days a week 


OCEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, 
and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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SEATTLE CENTER ARMORY 


5pm - 8pm 


seattlecentei.com 
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Music * Games * Prises 
Food Specials ■ Beer * Wine * Cocktails 
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GLASS * GOODS 


JULY POP-UP SHOP 
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UNCLE IKE'S 
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VAPORIZER 
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WEEDY 

GREETING 

CARDS 


*■ * 


Atpt&tpfifc fafititmafas? Pwrf't 


FwvdU/teM 
tiiqA. fad && 2 Ai 


Mu 


mi ■ WflMETS 


w £ h {lifahfej 


■“ h i 1 1 I 


K ><• J ' — BONGS I RIGS I PENDANTS 

mi iox! wm nun nr imp nbcipti 


imiMlES 

GOODS liVULlY DAY 


Tofu Iftr Unit 

COJhftSICHliV DhlJIE 
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WWW. UNCLE IKES CL REE ANfiGaQDS.COM 


SPIRITS TASTING and 
DISTILLERY TOUR 
on BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 



FREE TOURS & 
SPIRITS TASTINGS 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
11-5 PM 
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Join Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth on Her Royal 
Progress through the village of Merriwick! Find 
amazing treasures amongst Her loyal merchants 
or discover Adventure amidst all Manner of 
Performers & Artisans. Hoist an ale in salute of the 
Royal Joust as Knights battle for the Queen’s Favor! 

God Save the Queen! 


WWW.WASHINGTONFAIRE.COM 
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1-800-587-0172 
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FAIRWINDS 

EXTRA f5% OFF ALL 

FAIRWINDS WELLNESS 

O CBD TINCTURES 

10:1 CBD: THC ratio: 182mg CBD / 18mg THC per bottle 

Made with 100% purified coconut oil. No alcohol, glycerin, sugars or preservatives. 

CBD VAPE CARTRIDGES 

CBD to THC ratio blends (30:1, 15:1, 10:1 & 1:1) in 0.5g & Ig 

In 10:1 non-psychoactive and 1:1 mild-psychoactivity, choose the CBD cartridge that works for you 

FLOW CBD DEEP TISSUE & JOINT GEL 


© 


146mg of CBD and 4mg of THC 

An effective blend of botanical extracts and cannabis in a fast penetrating gel base. 


High CBD Cannabis Oil in Indica THC/CBD ratios of 10:1 and 1:1 

Cellular enhancement and detoxification. Supports healthy immune function. 

r HIGH-CBD STRAINS 

OTHERS 

IKE'S 

BLUE DYNAMITE. 

1 g by Vashon Velvet - High CBD 


$20 

AC/DC PREROLL. 

1 g by Royal Tree Gardens - High CBD 
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HARLEQUIN ROSIN. 

. -fW-l 

$29 


0.5g by Solstice - High CBD 
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p® VODKA ROCKS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
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PUPPY LOVE 
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THURS | AUGUST 11 


7 : 00 PM 
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Depression has 
many faces. 
What is your child’s 
telling you? 

If your child has been struggling with 

feelings of depression, you may be 
interested in learning more about the 
Engage clinical research studies for 
children and adolescents who have major 
depressive disorder (MDD). 

Your child may be eligible to 
join an Engage study 
if he or she: 

£ I q ~1 1 ~1 \/p 3 rc olH Engage in a clinical research program for 

y C pediatric major depressive disorder (MDD). 

• Has been diagnosed 
with MDD or has been 
having feelings of depression 

If your child participates in an Engage 
clinical research study, the study will last 
for about 10 weeks and will include about 
9 study visits. All investigational drug 
will be provided at no cost, and you may 
be reimbursed for your time and travel 
expenses. 

To learn more: 

gethelpnow@etresource.com 

425 - 443-9551 
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WE SAW YOU 

STRANGER STAFFERS WERE THERE AS IT HAPPENED 



THE STRANGER 

THEY HAD IMPORTANT THINGS TO SAY But you wouldn’t shut up. 


RIDICULOUS PERSON RUINS VIGIL 

We went to the Black Lives Matter vigil at 
Westlake Park on July 7 to stand against un¬ 
warranted police violence in wake of the kill¬ 
ings of black men in Falcon Heights and Baton 
Rouge. We listened as speakers—a number of 
whom had lost relatives at the hands of police— 
urged us all to sign Initiative 873, which would 
change Washington State’s overly lax law on 
police killings. You had a different idea about 
what should be going on. You were part of a 
small group of ignorant assholes who repeat¬ 
edly interrupted and eventually derailed the 
vigil and the signature gathering by shouting: 
“All cops are murderers! All cops are murder¬ 
ers!” Around the same time, five police officers 

— B!— - 1 

To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an 
e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember 
to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 
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LATE NIGHT BUS VOYEUR 

To the guy on the bus: I know that the 
woman in the seat across from you was 
an unusual sight for someone who does 
not regularly ride the E Line at 1 a.m. Yes, 
she was muttering to herself. Yes, she 
was practically rolling out into the aisle. 
Yes, she was sticking her hands down 
her pants. Like I said, this was the E Line 
at 1 a.m. While I don't expect people to 
stoically ignore other passengers on the 
bus, I did think it was in pretty bad taste 
to take videos of her for your Snapchat. 
That's creepy, and it certainly wasn't 
consensual. Please don't do shit like that 
anymore. Record encounters like these 
in your memory, not on your goddamn 
phone. (Also, to the woman on the bus: 
I'm sorry I didn't say anything to that 
guy when he was recording you. I hope 
you're doing okay.) 

—Anonymous 


in Dallas were being murdered by a man who al¬ 
legedly described his killings as revenge for cops 
killing black men. As President Barack Obama 
said in the wake of the Dallas killings, in a move¬ 
ment as large and open as Black Lives Matter, 
“there are always going to be some folks who say 
things that are stupid or imprudent or overgen¬ 
eralize or are harsh.” But, as George Saunders 
also said, in a powerful piece in the July 11 New 
Yorker about extreme political speech and stupid 
violence being committed by people on both sides 
of the political divide at Trump rallies: “This... 
is why we practice civility. This is why, before 
we say exactly what is on our minds, we run it 
past ourselves, to see if it makes sense, is true, 
is fair, has the flavor of kindness, and won’t hurt 
someone or make someone’s life more difficult. 
Because there are, among us, in every political 
camp, limited, angry, violent, and/or damaged 
people, waiting for any excuse to throw off the 
tethers of restraint and get after it. After which 
it falls to us, right and left, to clean up the mess.” 

WE SAW YOU AT THE VIGIL, TOO 

We saw you, a black woman who was trying to 
hold the Westlake vigil together, who wanted to 
keep it focused on targeted action to reform our 
very flawed police and criminal justice system. 
We silently rooted for you, and then we saw you 
get shouted down by another black woman hold¬ 
ing a bullhorn. The woman with the bullhorn was 
urging people to leave the vigil and take to the 
streets. “Girl, you better back up,” the bullhorn- 
wielding woman said to the woman trying to hold 
the vigil together. Soon the woman trying to hold 
the vigil together backed up. Soon after that, the 
vigil fell apart as people followed the woman with 
the bullhorn—as well as the “All cops are mur¬ 
derers!” crowd—into the streets. 

ONE MORE THING ABOUT THE VIGIL 
AND THEN WE CAN TALK POKEMON 

We saw you holding your ground at the West- 
lake vigil, long after most of the crowd took off 
into the streets. You were speaking into your 
own bullhorn about the need to focus on actu¬ 
ally reforming the system. We were one of only 
a handful of people still around to hear this. 

POKEMON GO FUCK YOURSELF 

Outside Hot Mama’s on Pine Street, you saw it. 
“Oh, it’s just a Drowzee,” you said, referring to 
the brown, hypnotist, tapir-like Pokemon that 
lazily lumbers around the streets of augmented 
reality like some stoner older brother who won’t 
just GET A JOB already. We were walking by so 


Ask a Republican Congressman 
(Who’s in the Pocket of the NRA) 

Dear Republican Congressman (Who's in 
the Pocket of the NRA): How can you stand 
idly by as children, gay people, and now 
police officers are massacred by those with 
easy, legal access to firearms? Have you no 
shame? —Dave B., Boise, ID 

Dear Dave: I hear your concerns, and just like 
you, I extend my thoughts and prayers to the 
families of these victims. Now we must join 
together in unity and show those merciless at¬ 
tackers of American values that we will NOT bow 
to terror and that their attempts to undermine 
the American way of life are futile. Thank you (as 
well as the NRA for the $755,816 donation to my 
campaign), and I hope I answered your question. 

Dear Republican Congressman (Who's in the Pocket of the NRA): You 
put so much energy into obstructing the president's attempts to serve 
the American public, yet when it comes to gun control, you do nothing. 
What do you have to say to the families whose relatives were murdered 
because of your inaction? —Deborah H., Lincoln, NE 
Dear Deborah: First of all, I extend my thoughts and prayers to the families of 
these victims. Because it's vitally important in times like these to pray, share 
thoughts, share prayers, EXTEND prayers, and pray thoughts. But most of all, 
UNITY. Why? Because VALUES. Our VALUES do NOT bow to terror. Why? Because 
AMERICANS. They (the "them" I'm talking about) cannot stop us from sharing 
(and/or extending) THOUGHTS, PRAYERS, UNITY, VALUES, PRAYERS, AND UNITY. 
And the AMERICAN way of LIFE! As well as the extension of PRAYERS, the sharing 
of THOUGHTS, and the prayerful extending of SHARING THOUGHTFUL PRAYER 
THOUGHTS. Thank you (and the NRA for the $755,816 donation to my campaign), 
and I hope I answered your question. 

Dear Republican Congressman (Who's in the Pocket of the NRA): Can you 
do anything other than speak in nonsensical platitudes? —Michael C., 
Flagstaff, AZ 

Dear Michael: Praying, sharing thoughts, EXTENDING prayers—and don't forget 
thoughts... as well as UNITY to the victims of families and that family's victims—is 
critical to VALUES and AMERICAN VALUES. The extension of sharing and extending 
PRAYERS cannot stop, or extend, or BOW DOWN to terror, because. Also, AMERI¬ 
CANS! THOUGHTS and AMERICAN PRAYERS. Extending! UNITY. Sharing. Thoughts. 
Prayers and unity thoughts. Critical prayer thoughts unity values. And 9/11. And 
AMERICA! Thank you, thank the NRA ($755,816), and most of all, thank YOU. And 
I hope your extended PRAYERS, answered THOUGHTS, and sharing questions were 
shared with VALUES. UNITY. CRITICAL. PRAYERS. THOUGHTS. AMERICA! 



quickly that we didn’t get a chance to memo¬ 
rize the details of your appearance, and when 
we glanced backward, there were two groups 
of people staring down at their phones, glee¬ 
fully trying to catch 
the digital monsters, 
so we couldn’t be sure 
who made the com¬ 
ment about Drow¬ 
zee. But then, just as 
we turned our head 
away and resumed 
our course forward, 
some angelic neigh¬ 
bor shouted out, 
as if from our own 
brain, “Stop catching 
Pokemon! IT’S NOT 
WORTH IT.” Thank 
you for recognizing 
the latest phone- 
based tech craze for 
what it is: another 
path away from a world that needs our at¬ 
tention so badly. Is the game really bringing 
people together, as the hype insists, or is it 
driving us further apart? 


AREA MAN CATCHES A ZUBAT 
ON SOUTH LAKE UNION ROOF 

You were at a rooftop birthday party on Sat¬ 
urday around 5 p.m. There were burgers on 
the grill, there was a 
cake shaped like a lady- 
bug, there were people 
socializing, but you, a 
twentysomething in 
a gray V-neck, could 
hardly be bothered 
to look up. You were 
absorbed in trying to 
catch Pokemon. You’d 
spent most of the week¬ 
end so far unsuccessful¬ 
ly trying to play. Now, 
on top of a fancy South 
Lake Union apartment 
building, you had your 
chance. While we’re 
glad you were finally 
able to catch a Zubat, 
you may have enjoyed the milestone, the com¬ 
munal camaraderie, and the gifts of being 
alive in a beautiful city on a beautiful day had 
you not decided to catch ’em all. 



THE STRANGER 


WHAT’S A DROWZEE? This is a 
Drowzee, hovering near our friend’s 
computer. 
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DAN SAVAGE’S 


film festival 


SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE 

FOR THE 2016 HUMP1 
FILM FESTIVAL IS 

September 30th! 

★ ★ ★ 


— v!_* 

f 

&HUMPFILMFEST 


$15,000 in CASH PRIZES! 

Best in Show: $5,000 
Best Humor: $2,000, 51000 runner up 
Best Kink: 52,000, $1,000 runner up 
Best Sex: $2,000, $1,000 runner up 
Jury Award: $1,000 


THIS YEAR'S EXTRA CREDIT ITEMS: 

An Accordion 

A ’ Make America Great Again" hat 

Id DuMld Tiufr^ ^ h*y\nl ti cheap LtodtSI, plraelj 


★ ★ ★ 


FOR COMPUTE INFORMATION, 

HUMPFILMFEST.COM/SUBMIT 


TICKETS FOR THE HUMP! FILM FESTIVAL 
GO ON SALE SEPTEMBER, 20161 










THE STRANGER July 13, 2016 9 



This Goddamn Week 

Philando Castile, Alton Sterling, and the Real America 

BY LARRY MIZELL JR. 


E very time I try to write something 
about this week, this goddamn week, 
there’s something else going on. But ain’t 
nothing else going on—just the same shit, 
the same war, people over here, people over 
there. By the time you read this, who knows? 

I hope you’re safe, I hope your loved ones 
are safe, I hope you and they stay that way. 
Not that it feels like safety really exists. Not 
for a Muslim person walking to pray, not for 
a queer or trans one trying to kick it, not for 
a black one trying to do anything, not for a 
woman trying to live! No safety for your heart, 
your empathy, your childhood. No chance for 
your good mood or your resolve to not watch 
the latest moving pictures of no longer mov¬ 
ing people—if you are 
trying to be on social 
media long enough. 

It was Big Boi from 
Outkast on Instagram 
who showed me the 
video of Alton Sterling, 
shot at point-blank 
range by the Baton 
Rouge police officer 
who was kneeling on 
his chest. The footage cuts away, shaky, as 
shots go off, and then swerves back to Ster¬ 
ling on his back, perforated, arms twitching 
and moving as if to ward off flies. 

He was selling CDs in front of a store, 
no doubt self-made rap music, just like a 
thousand cats do in Seattle, whether they’re 
in front of a 7-Eleven in High Point or on a 
hoverboard outside of Pacific Place. He was 
my age, my size. Allegedly, a homeless man 
had been hitting him up for money, and Ster¬ 
ling, showing him a gun, told him to leave him 
alone. That man took out his cell phone and 
called the police. 

This is how this interaction between two 
people, systematically dispossessed, in a city 
where a third of the population lives in pov¬ 
erty, ended up. 

By the time you read this, someone will 
have showed me the Facebook Live video of 
Philando Castile, the Minnesota man killed 
while sitting in his car. According to his girl¬ 
friend’s account, Castile, who told the officer 
that he had his licensed firearm in the glove 
compartment, was shot in the arm and chest 
four times (again, point-blank) while reaching 


for his wallet, presumably to show the cop his 
ID. (“I AM REACHING INTO MY POCK¬ 
ET FOR MY LICENSE.” —Richard Pryor, 
1974.) One could probably assume then that 
the officer approached the vehicle, pulled 
over for a busted taillight, with his gun out 
and his finger on the trigger. Wonder why? 

His girlfriend, Diamond Reynolds, narrat¬ 
ed the whole scene via live streaming video 
while her daughter—4 years old, not too long 
after they say childhood memory begins 
to form—watched from the backseat. Cas¬ 
tile—who managed an elementary school’s 
cafeteria, an upstanding dude who’d been a 
straight-A student and had no priors—bled 
out and died. 

I imagine there’s 
a lot of America, the 
other America, the 
Real America, that will 
see his long braids and 
think thug , and mean 
nigger —though maybe 
they’ll just cut out the 
middleman—and not 
for a second doubt that 
it was his fault. “Hon¬ 
ey, he had a gun” some NRA member will 
patiently explain to somebody, somewhere. 

And nothing will change, except maybe 
there will be more people in the streets. And 
there will definitely be more police in those 
streets, too, hands on their guns, ready to 
serve them, if not exactly protect them. And 
apparently, occasionally there will be some¬ 
body else walking around with a bigger one. 

Last Thursday, a sniper shot 12 Dallas 
cops, killing 5 of them. The police put out a 
picture of a suspect, or just a brother legally 
carrying a gun, in fact—Twitter users hopped 
out with receipts a-plenty and kilt that noise. 
Hmm. White supremacists are online licking 
their chops for a race war, perhaps not realiz¬ 
ing that they never had a chance IRL. People 
living together, doing what people do—and 
maybe even under the miscegenated spell of 
that wild jungle music —been seeing to that. 

The children, the future. Which is fine and 
dandy—but that justice, we literally needed 
that yesterday. And it’s only gonna be asked 
for, not snatched, for as long as the lights and 
the water are on. Race, race to the end. Till 
then. ■ 


White supremacists 
are online licking their 
chops for a race war, 
not realizing that they 
never had a chance IRL 


The Stranger’s 

14th Annual 

GENIUS 

AWARDS 

honoring: 

Barbara Earl Thomas 
Rob Rhee 
Mario Lemafa 
Lindy West 
Robert Lashley 
Wave Books 
That’swhatshesaid 
Noelani Pantastico 
Emily Chisholm 
Mel Eslyn 
Tracy Rector 
Sandy Cioffi 
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"LOOK, DUMBASS. 
MY MOM IS IN 
THE OTHER ROOM. 
I'LL BE FINE" 

. . . And so commences 
the highly unlikely 
partnership of young Annie 
and the Canadian ex-pat Bob 
McKenzie, sending the two 
of them on a desperate run 
for the northern border, and 
a rendezvous with the dark 
and dangerous world of 
those without papers in 

MY 

CANADIAN 

EXILE 

a novel by 



For sale now exclusively 
on Amazon’s Kindle Select 


Read an excerpt at 
TEDSPAD.COM 



Get Outside, Play, Picnic, & Create! 

THU JUL 14-6-8 PM 

Art of Jazz with Grace Love Sand/ 

Food & Drinks From Plum. Cheese Wizards, 
Seoul Kitchen, and Taste / Art Activities / 
SAM Member Perks / Tours 


Yoga with 8 Limbs at 9 & 10:30 am / Indigo dyeing 
open studio with Izzie Kllngels at 11 am-1 pm / 
Zumba at 2 pm 

21 Dog Night with music by 
Ephrata and pup-related DIY projects 

ffSurnmorAtSAM is FREE, open to the public, 
and aN-ages. 
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JAMES YAMASAKI 


VOTE! You have until August 2 to mail in your ballot. Instructions below. 


The Stranger’s Endorsements 

for the August 2016 
Primary Election! 

Shut Up, Donald. Shut Up, Hillary. Shut Up, Bernie, Jill, and 
Gary. We Gotta Focus on Washington State Right Now. 

BY THE STRANGER ELECTION CONTROL BOARD 


T hings are so unbelievably fucked right now— 
Baton Rouge, Falcon Heights, Dallas, racism, 
guns, Trump—that the race for superintendent 
of public instruction may not seem important. 
BUT IT IS. (Everything Is More Convincing In All Caps™.) 


We’re not telling you that the choice 
between Donald and Hillary isn’t world-shap- 
ingly important, or that this cleaving, violent 
country of ours doesn’t require both your at¬ 
tention and a time-out. But clink clink —that’s 
the sound of us tapping a dirty fork against 
one of our dusty office bongs—our big nation¬ 
al issues, along with big national politicians, 
cable TV news hosts, keypad shouters, et al., 
are all gonna have to SHUT THE FUCK UP 


for just one second. Because we’ve got some 
big-ass local problems to address and a few 
badass local leaders to elect—as well as the 
normal number of passable milquetoasts who 
are nominally-to-far better than the alterna¬ 
tive—right here in Washington State. 

Local elections are important, yes they 
are. Excuse us: IMPORTANT YES THEY 
ARE. (Everything Is More Convincing In 
All Caps™.) Because local leaders become 


national leaders and national leaders make 
our national problems better or they make 
them worse. So if you care about national 
problems, dear reader ( clink clink), then you 
better be voting in local races—and, yes, you 
will be voting for who we tell you to. (SECB 
endorsements are legally binding. Please 
read the fine print on your pot menu or the 
arbitration clause on your condom wrapper if 
you have questions.) 

What you are about to read is the product 
of a solid month’s worth of face-to-face/palm- 
to-forehead/head-to-desk interviews with 
congressional wannabes and the nerds who 
dream of becoming our motherfucking state 
auditor. We would much rather have spent 
the last month lying next to you on a beach 
towel or sitting with you in a shiny new light- 
rail car or listening in the next room while you 


and your SO busted some bedsprings. But we 
didn’t do any of that. We did this. For you. 

And now you owe us, dear reader. We 
would whisper our endorsements into your 
ear if we could, creepily hold your hand while 
you marked your ballot, and then personally 
lick your stamp—not a euphemism! Unless 
you want it to be!—but we can’t do that. So 
you will have to find your own ballot (it’s in 
your mailbox, stoner), get your hands on a 
black pen (it’s the black one, stoner), read 
our endorsements (it’s the text below, stoner), 
vote for who we tell you to (it’s legally bind¬ 
ing, stoner), and mail your ballot in by August 
2 (it’s the day after August 1, stoner). 

And right after you vote in these local 
races—right after you vote for who we tell 
you to—you can turn your focus back to our 
unfolding national meltdown. ► 
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Tacoma Housing Authority will stop receiving 
applications for the PUBLIC HOUSING WAIT LIST 
On Sunday, July 31, 2036 

Tacoma Housing Authority (THA) will cfow its Public Housing wait list on 
Sunday, July 3lst. 2016. 

If you would like to apply for housing before the wait list closes on July 
31st, go toTHA's website www.taoomghousing.net. For a list of locations 
to apply for housing* call THA's main P*Hce at <2&3] 207-4400, 




Unfunded & Irresponsible 


Initiative 123 is a vague, poorly thought out 
and unfunded plan to replace the viaduct with 
another massive elevated structure from Pike 
Place Market to Century Link Field that will 
have severe negative consequences for our 
City’s budget and our waterfront. 

Join the League of Women Voters of Seattle-King 
County, the M.L. King County Labor Council, AIA Seattle, 
Friends of Waterfront Seattle, the Seattle Parks Foundation, 
the Seattle Aquarium and many more in 

voting NO on 1-123 by August 2nd! 

VoteNo123.com 

Paid for by No on 1-123, 603 Stewart Street, Suite 819, Seattle WA 98101 


◄ The Stranger Election Control Board is 
Sydney Brownstone, Heidi Groover, Ansel 
Herz, Tim Keck, Ana Sofia Knauf Tricia 
Romano, Eli Sanders, and Dan Savage. The 
Stranger does not endorse in uncontested 
races—which for this primary election, 
means races with two or fewer people in 
them. We also don't endorse in races we for¬ 
got to issue endorsements for. 


FEDERAL 


US Senator 

Patty Murray 

This meeting was a rough one. Demo¬ 
cratic incumbent Patty Murray didn’t accept 
the SECB’s request for an audience—how 
dare she!—but a bunch of her Republican 
challengers did, including one who believes 
“the scientists are out” on climate change 
(WRONG). The SECB was treated to a free¬ 
wheeling conversation about the glories of 
the free market until we were all curled up in 
the fetal position on the floor. 

After Murray’s Republicans challengers 
left, we crawled back into our seats and voted 
to endorse Murray. As insulted as we were 
that she couldn’t even find time to call in—and 
although nothing short of a video of Murray 
lip-synching Adele’s “Hello” is gonna make 
it right—it was not a hard decision. Murray 
has been a champion for women and work¬ 
ing people. She has introduced legislation 
to increase federal protections against wage 
theft, she’s fought to defend Planned Parent¬ 
hood, and she’s worked on a deal with Senate 
Republicans to find funding to fight the Zika 
virus. In an e-mail—which is not an in-person 
meeting or a phone call! Hello? —Murray 
pledged to keep working on those issues as 
well as marijuana policy. She’s also promising 
to protect Washington doctors who prescribe 
medical marijuana and get marijuana busi¬ 
nesses better access to banking—a key 
shortfall in this whole state’s legalize/Feds 
look the other way scheme. A+ pandering, 
Patty! But you are still not forgiven! 

Murray’s main opponent is Chris Vance, 
a #NeverTrump Republican who, compared 
to the rest of his party, does not come across 
like a total lunatic. But Vance is just another 
gun-of-the-mill conservative, especially on the 
issue of taxes. And guns. Vance also had Carly 
‘Planned Parenthood is aborting fetuses alive 
to harvest their brains /” Fiorina headline a 
fundraiser for him on July 11 and claimed that 
was okay because he agrees with her on other 
issues. Yeahhhhh. No. Vote Murray. 

US Representative 
Congressional District 1 

Suzan DelBene 

We nearly endorsed Alex Storms, a proud 
Bernie Bro with predator-looking facial hair 
because snoozy incumbent Suzan DelBene 
was SO FUCKING WISHY-WASHY. She’s 
the human equivalent of the goddamned 
shrug emoji. 

Should we abolish the super delegates, 
Susan? -\_(N)_r 

Should our state tax carbon, Susan? 

-\_cy)_r 

Should Congress vote to recognize the 
Duwamish Tribe, Susan? ~\_0Y)_/~ 

Should all drugs be decriminalized, Su¬ 
san? -\_(N)_r 

We hated Storms, but at least he was 
willing to say where he stood. Abolish super¬ 
delegates: Yes. Carbon tax: Yes. Duwamish 
recognition: Yes. Drug decriminalization: No. 
The only thing DelBene seemed remotely 
enthused about was an obscure sales tax 
measure that would reclaim money from re¬ 
mote transactions for the state. Zzzzzzz. 

DelBene’s crushing dullness almost led 



pram l LA JAYAPAL In a class of her own. 


us to endorse a fuckwit candidate who has 
no business running for office. But we can’t 
hate her just because she’s boring. We have 
to give props to DelBene for her efforts to 
protect women’s abortion rights, restrict the 
purchase of guns, and provide funding for a 
number of resources for drug users includ¬ 
ing housing, job placement, and treatment. 
She may have nearly bored us to death, but 
DelBene has a history of actively working on 
progressive issues. Storms, who is a Boeing 
engineer, is all talk. Vote DelBene. 

US Representative 
Congressional District 7 

Pramila Jayapal 

DO! NOT! VOTE! MCDERMOTT! (Ev- 
erything Is More Convincing in All Caps™.) 

We have to put this in all caps because one of 
the candidates in this race wants you to be con¬ 
fused. Jim McDermott is the lefty Democrat 
retiring after representing uber-liberal Seattle 
in Congress for nearly three centuries. He will 
not be on your ballot. Joe McDermott is a King 
County Council Member. He will be on your 
ballot. Many voters—because many voters are 
idiots (a few SECB members, too!)—will vote 
for Joe on “name recognition” alone. But not 
you! You won’t vote for Joe, because he’s aston¬ 
ishingly boring and nearly devoid of ideas. (In 
other words, a perfect fit for the county council, 
where he should stay!) 

Pramila Jayapal is the one you want. The 
SECB initially had a tough time making the 
call between Jayapal and Brady Walkinshaw, 
a hot gay urbanist who’s represented Capitol 
Hill in the state legislature and has a truly 
impressive track record of actual accomplish¬ 
ments. Those Seattle cops stopping fatal heroin 
overdoses with Naloxone spray? Thanks to a 
law Walkinshaw got passed. We hope he keeps 
doing great things in the legislature, and we 
expect great things from him in the future. 
(Mayor? City council? Think about it, Brady.) 
Jim McDermott was nudged into retirement, 
too, by Walkinshaw launching a challenge 
against him. After Walkinshaw made his bold 
move, the other candidates jumped in. 

But Jayapal is simply in a class of her own: a 
fierce, deep thinker who’s been called the “next 
Elizabeth Warren.” She wants to remake the 
Democratic Party into the truly progressive, 
pro-working class, pro-racial justice party that 
it claims to be. Jayapal went toe-to-toe with the 
Bush administration after 9/11, founding “Hate 
Free Zone” (now OneAmerica), stopping the 
deportations of innocent Somalis, and register¬ 
ing thousands of immigrant families to vote. As 
a Washington state senator representing South 
Seattle, she took a stand against members 
of her own party who tried to push through 
shady laws at the behest of payday lenders and 
launched a campaign to get rid of the state’s 
racist landmarks. 
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FUN FACT! Jayapal doesn’t live in the 7th 
District. She lives in the 9th District, and could 
have and should have challenged incumbent 
Adam Smith—just like Walkinshaw challenged 
McDermott. And if she had challenged Smith, 
we might’ve sent two feisty progressives to DC. 
But Jayapal didn’t challenge Smith for rea¬ 
sons. There’s no rule that says she has to live 
within the district she wants to represent—and 
there’s no rule that says we have to endorse 
someone who does, either. 

ANNOYING FACT: Jayapal refused to en¬ 
dorse Clinton after she clinched the nom—she 
also refused to give us a straight answer about 
why, annoying some SEBC members. That was 
then: Bernie endorsed Hillary, and now Jayapal 
has, too. 

Still! Jayapal is the right person to take 
Seattle’s signature “far-left” policies, includ¬ 
ing the $15 minimum wage, national and 
mainstream. If— wretch —Trump manages to 
win, then we’ll need Jayapal in the trenches. 
If Clinton wins, then we’ll need Jayapal to 
keep the party grounded in the principles of 
its base. Vote Jayapal. 

US Representative 
Congressional District 8 

Tony Ventrella 

Idiot congressman Dave Reichert used to 
be seen as a vulnerable Republican House 
member because (1) he’s fucking stupid 
and (2) his district was trending liberal. 
But recent redistricting dumped a bunch of 
brand-new conservative fuckwits from East¬ 
ern Washington into his district. Another 
stroke of luck for Reichert: His only quasi- 
plausable opponent, former KING 5 sports 
anchor Tony Ventrella, dropped out of the 
race earlier this month for personal reasons. 
That’s too bad. Because you know what con¬ 
servative fuckwits like just as much as guns 
and controlling women’s bodies? Sports! 
Sigh. Tony was on the right side of the issues 
and may have had a shot at taking Reichert 
out. Ventrella’s name is going to appear on 
your ballot. Vote for him anyway. 

US Representative 
Congressional District 9 

Adam Smith 

We wanted to love Jesse Wineberry. But 
the former state representative wasn’t able 
to pinpoint one specific policy that incumbent 
Adam Smith either supported or ignored that 
had hurt or benefitted his South Seattle dis¬ 
trict. Instead, Wineberry made repeated jabs 
at the congressman for his poor attendance 
recently—due to Smith’s recovery from three 
fucking hip surgeries. 

Low blows. The SECB 
is not above low blows— 
or mile-high blows, or 
horizontal blows, or main¬ 
tenance blows—but we 
expect more from a con¬ 
gressional challenger. 

Yes, Smith is a white 
dude representing the 
most diverse district in the 
state. (And, yes, Pramila 
Jayapal coulda and prob¬ 
ably shoulda challenged Smith.) But in his 19 
years in Congress, Smith actively worked with 
and advocated for communities of color. In the 
last year, he has ensured local Somalis could 
send remittances to their families back home, 
introduced legislation to improve conditions for 
detainees at the Northwest Detention Center, 
and supported initiatives to make it easier to 
prosecute police for use of deadly force. 

Smith has fucked up, too. In June, he 
voted on the wrong side of a weapons amend¬ 
ment that would have blocked transferring 



BRIAN DALBALCON PHOTOGRAPHY 


ADAM SMITH White, but also the right 
choice. 

devastating cluster bombs to Saudi Arabia. 
Smith told us he and his staffers misunder¬ 
stood the bill. That’s a bullshit excuse. 

Smith has been good, but we want to 
see him be better. No more “leading from 
the background,” Adam. Communities of 
color—the people of your district—are dis¬ 
proportionately affected by police violence 
and discriminatory policy making. They 
don’t need a wallflower. We want to see Smith 
be bold and rise to the occasion. His head is 
mostly in the right place, but his voice needs 
to be there, too. Vote Smith. 


STATE 


Governor 

Jay Inslee 

Oh, Jay. We’re so sorry. The SECB always 
invites every candidate who files to run for an 
elected office to our endorsement interview. 
Every. Candidate. This year’s un-illuminat- 
ing shitshow of gubernatorial endorsement 
interviews made us question that approach. 

When Governor Inslee showed up at 9 
a.m. on a Friday morning, so did Bill Hirt, 
a candidate campaigning solely based on his 
opposition to light rail, along with James Rob¬ 
ert Deal, a Lynnwood attorney concerned 
with fluoridation of the water supply and the 
tyranny of vaccines. Hirt eventually became 
so frustrated with what he perceived to be 
the SECB’s lack of interest in his moronic 
platform (he was right!) that he stormed out 
of the meeting (hooray!). 

Meanwhile, the only guy who actually has 
a chance against Inslee didn’t show at all. Bill 
Bryant, a smarmy Republican businessman- 
turned-port-commissioner, isn’t speaking to 
the SECB. Bryant is promising a moratorium 
on all regulations until we justify the ones we 
currently have, as well as a promise to restruc¬ 
ture every department 
by giving them a “stra¬ 
tegic objective” (and 
then dissolving depart¬ 
ments that don’t meet 
said strategic objective). 
Bryant refuses to say 
whether or not he’s vot¬ 
ing for Donald Trump. 
He also never clarified 
whether he was a sup¬ 
porter of the anti-trans 
“bathroom law” that, 
thankfully, failed to get enough signatures to 
make this year’s ballot. 

As port commissioner, Bryant threw the 
federally unrecognized Duwamish Tribe un¬ 
der the bus when he helped remove artifacts 
discovered on port land from the Duwamish 
Longhouse. (FUck you, Bill.) He also mocked 
Seattle’s public process (something he was 
supposed to be participating in transparently) 
after protesters criticized the port’s quick-and- 
dirty decision to host Shell’s Arctic drilling rigs. 
Meanwhile, Bryant says Inslee’s carbon tax ► 


We at the SECB 
are not above low 
blows—or mile- 
high blows, or 
horizontal blows, or 
maintenance blows. 
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We’re celebrating our independents 

Independently owned companies strengthen local 
economies and fill our co-op with innovative and diverse 
products. Come see our hundreds of indie vendors! 
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www.calhyinooreforjudge.com 


EXPERIENCE: 

Judge / Commissioner 
State of Washington: King 
County Superacw Court: 
Lumnti Nation 
Tribal Court 

Attorney: Public Defender; 
f amity Law Lawyer 
Consumer Rigms 

Seattle Human Rights 
Commission. Chair 

Washington State 
Bar Association Governor 
lat 7* Congfetsiqiial 
District 

City of Seattle Race and 
Social Justice Initiative. 

Facilitator 


ENDORSEMENTS: 

Democrats: KnVj COurily 
WetropolHao. 3S**, 41 1 *. 43*. 
45 '". 46 lh 

Labor: King County Labor 
Council 

Political Organizations: 

N ational Women's Political 
Caucus 

Justices/ Judges: Madsen 
GonaStei. Yu, Anderson 

State Reps: Pallet. Walkins^aw. 

Guodman 

Council members: Hern old. 
O'Brien 

Community Leaders: Ron 

Ward, Chris Stearns 


3540 Store Way N. Seattle | (20A} 946-fll 57 j sMttlcha^hta^.com 

#TreatYourself 

L. S3SSK SHHB 


< will do “nothing to protect the environment” 
and kill jobs. That’s bullshit. Bryant uses labor 
as a shield when it’s convenient to him, but he 
also takes money from maritime executives 
who fight dockworkers. He calls himself a 
conservationist, but he’s getting support from 
industry giants attempting to build America’s 
largest coal export terminal on Puget Sound. 

Jay Inslee hasn’t been perfect. (And, hey, 
neither has the SECB.) Inslee thought he 
could get a carbon tax through the oil-soaked, 
Republican-dominated state senate. Jay! These 
shitwads don’t even believe in climate change! 
The carbon cap was a clever way to produce $1 
billion in new education funding for the state, 
but the plan fell flat on its face. Since then, In¬ 
slee has used his executive powers to order a 
cap on state carbon emissions—one that envi- 
ros say won’t make much of a dent—and has 
appealed the ruling of a judge who put the state 
on a court-ordered deadline to get that carbon 
cap done. That’s weak shit for the nation’s sup¬ 
posedly “greenest” governor. 

On the upside: Inslee implemented the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act, expanded Medicaid, and 
saved the state more than $38 million. He 
oversaw the passage of a $16 billion transpor¬ 
tation package. He’s one of the nation’s most 
solid progressives when it comes to social is¬ 
sues and calls bullshit on senate Republicans. 
(Inslee called Trump a “millionaire with a 
million insecurities.” Burn!) We’d like to see 
what he does to fund education in the next 
four years, hopefully with a Democratic ma¬ 
jority in the senate at his back. Vote Inslee. 

Lieutenant Governor 

Cyrus Habib 

What the fuck does the lieutenant gover¬ 
nor even do? No one seems to know. There 
are three serious Democrats in this race, and 
their biggest fight is over what they could do 
if they won this office. 

The SECB wasn’t 
sure what a lieutenant 
governor does, either, so 
we bummed some up¬ 
pers off a high-school 
kid and started googling. 

It turns out the lieuten¬ 
ant governor presides over the state senate, 
sits on the rules committee (which helps de¬ 
termine which legislation moves forward), 
chairs a committee on economic development 
and international relations, and fills in for 
the governor when he or she is out of state. 
In other words, it’s kind of a parliamentary 
thing, half legislative and half executive, but 
it’s elected in a partisan race separate from 
either the senate or the governor. 

What the actual fuck? 

Anyway, some people believe the lieuten¬ 
ant governor should be focused on fairness 
and diplomacy—it’s “not an fin your face, my 
way or the highway’ job,” says Brad Owen, 
the guy who has the job now but isn’t run¬ 
ning for reelection (and thank God for that, 
because Owen is a useless tool)—and others 
believe it should be more of an activist posi¬ 
tion used to push for progressive policies. 

That’s where our pick, Cyrus Habib, 
comes in. Habib is up against a couple of for¬ 
midable Democrats—we particularly liked 
Karen Fraser—but he’s the most enthusias¬ 
tic about using the office as a bully pulpit and 
a check on Republicans. 

The child of Iranian immigrants, Habib 
lost his eyesight as a child and then attend¬ 
ed Columbia, Oxford, and Yale. In Olympia, 
he has supported paid sick leave, allowing 
public testimony by video, improved politi¬ 
cal representation for minorities, regulating 
ride-share companies, and improving educa¬ 
tion access for students with disabilities. He 
believes guns should be banned in the entire 
Capitol, including the senate chambers. 


CYRUS HABIB The rancor risk we're 
willing to take. 

Owen warns Habib that too much parti¬ 
sanship in the lieutenant governor’s seat can 
“cause rancor and political mistrust.” Maybe, 
but Owen’s evenhandedness hasn’t stopped 
senate Republicans from running amok, wast¬ 
ing time on anti-choice, anti-trans legislation, 
dragging their feet on education funding, and 
abruptly firing the state’s pro-transit transpor¬ 
tation secretary because they were mad about 
toll lanes. Even if the lieutenant governor can’t 
stop their bullshit, he or she can loudly speak 
up against it. Maybe Habib will cause some 
“rancor,” but rancor is just what the state sen¬ 
ate—both unhinged Republicans and sleepy 
mainstream Democrats—needs. Vote Habib. 

Secretary of State 

Tina Podlodowski 

This is an easy one, so we’ll keep it quick. 

Tina Podlodowski brought us cupcakes. So 
she gets our endorsement. We can be bought. 

(In fairness to the SECB: 
Joe McDermott brought 
us beer, and we didn’t 
endorse him. So maybe 
we can’t be bought after 
all? Or maybe our price 
is sugar and not booze?) 
Also a factor: It’s time 
for a change in who runs our state’s elections. 
Kim Wyman, the incumbent Republican, won’t 
condemn Trump, her party’s bigoted presi¬ 
dential nominee, and has resisted passing the 
Washington Voting Rights Act (perhaps be¬ 
cause it would enable minority communities 
in Eastern Washington to kick out lifetime 
Republicans and elect people who might, you 
know, actually represent them). Podlodowski, 
a Democrat and a former Seattle City Council 
member, supports postage-free ballots— halle- 
fuckinglujahl —same-day registration, and the 
Washington Voting Rights Act. “If [supporting] 
the Voting Rights Act is not the job of the sec¬ 
retary of state,” she asked, “then what the heck 
is?” Wyman had no answer. Vote Podlodowski. 

State Treasurer 

Marko Liias 

Senator Marko Liias made headlines—in 
this here paper—when he came out as the 
prime sponsor of a bill aiming to jack up the 
already insanely high interest rates on pay¬ 
day loans. Liias, who’d received donations 
from payday lenders, eventually withdrew 
his support for the bill, which would have 
made it damn near impossible for folks who 
borrow from payday lenders—already poor, 
already struggling—to ever repay the money 
they borrowed. 

What kind of person works like hell to get 
his sorry ass elected and then thinks, “I came to 
Olympia to help those poor, oppressed payday 
loan companies .” This guy did—this guy that 


What the fuck 
does the lieutenant 
governor even do? 
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we’re endorsing in his current race for an even 
higher office. Liias’s response when we pum- 
meled him with questions about his payday loan 
debacle: “I fucked up on that.” 

You sure did, buddy. And if you had 
drawn a stronger challenger in this race, we 
would’ve endorsed that person instead. But 
you didn’t draw a stronger challenger, and so 
here we are—endorsing a dude who is best 
known for wiggling his tongue up the filthy 
rear end of the payday loan industry! But 
Liias is the strongest Democrat in this race, 
and so here we are—wiggling our tongue up 
his rear end! We can rim Liias with a semi- 
clear conscience, however, since he swears 
to God that he’s going to apply his millennial 
policy ideals to the treasurer’s office. Instead 
of anilingusing payday lenders, Liias wants 
to tackle reducing student-loan debt across 
the state, and with a related bill delayed in 
the Republican-controlled senate, Liias said 
he believes he can effect more change for his 
fellow millennials from the treasurer’s office. 

Someone has to run against the Republi¬ 
can Party’s candidate in this race—Michael 
Waite, an evil human version of the Geico 
gecko who is backing that shitstain Bill Bry¬ 
ant. Do we want a Bryant crony in this or any 
other statewide office? Fuck no. Vote Liias. 

State Auditor 

Jeff Sprung 

We felt a little emotionally manipulated 
when Jeff Sprung sat 
down and told us that 
his parents barely sur¬ 
vived the Holocaust and 
that’s why he was run¬ 
ning for state auditor. 

(Maybe our empathy 
was all tapped out that 
day, or maybe we’re just 
terrible people. You de¬ 
cide!) Anyway, despite 
the initial awkwardness, 
his passion for the most 
mind-numbingly boring 
but still absurdly impor¬ 
tant office swayed us. 

As a Seattle-based attorney, Sprung has 
busted shady banks, health insurance compa¬ 
nies, and accounting firms for fraud and has 
made himself known for advocating on behalf 
of whistle-blowers and consumers alike. He’s 
even snapped up endorsements from At¬ 
torney General Bob Ferguson and Planned 
Parenthood Northwest’s legal arm. As state 
auditor, Sprung says he wants to work with 
the Department of Health to ensure the 
public, particularly those on Medicaid or 
Medicare, are actually getting the best prices 
on life-saving drugs. 

We’ve spent the last year watching the 
state’s current auditor, Troy Kelley, being pa¬ 
raded through court for swindling millions of 
dollars from consumers—you know, the main 
thing his office is supposed to work against. 
(Full disclosure: We endorsed Kelley. In our de¬ 
fense, he brought a case of Little Debbie Snack 
Cakes to the interview.) Sprung will be able to 
anchor the auditor’s office with his dedication to 
protecting the public from greedy bastards like 
his predecessor. Vote Sprung. 

Commissioner 
of Public Lands 

Hilary Franz 

We don’t know what kind of uppers Hilary 
Franz is on, but dear GOD, can she please 
send a care package over to the Stranger 
offices ASAP? This lady is I-N-T-E-N-S-E. 
She’s the executive director of Futurewise, 
the statewide environmental group, and 
in an endorsement interview with three of 


the other people running for the open seat 
of public lands commissioner, she swooped 
in riding on a dragon and incinerated them 
all. (Seriously, at one point, when we start¬ 
ed talking about urban sprawl, she started 
breathing heavily, gripped the table, and said, 
“I’M DYING. I’M DYING. THIS IS MY IS¬ 
SUE, BABY!”) 

Also, check her rhymes: Hilary Franz for 
Public Lands. Done! 

But here’s the deeper deal. If you care about 
a third of the land in the state of Washington, 
including forests, streams, saltwater tidelands, 
and even the bottom of the Columbia River, you 
need to give a fuck about who our public lands 
commissioner is. The Department of Natural 
Resources, which the commissioner of public 
lands runs, regulates the timber industry. It 
fights wildfires. It regulates surface mining. It 
maintains forest health. It has a geology unit 
to prevent another catastrophic mudslide like 
in Oso. If you want to make sure Washington 
State doesn’t turn into a charred, bald, and 
chapped wasteland, you need someone smart 
and passionate in charge of the DNR. 

The SECB walked away from the smok¬ 
ing remains of our windowless conference 
room convinced that Franz is the person for 
the job. She was an environmental attorney 
for 20 years and served on the Bainbridge Is¬ 
land City Council before taking the statewide 
position at Futurewise, a nonprofit that helps 
protect shorelines and thousands of acres of 
farmland across the state. She helped create a 
publicly owned water bank in Kittitas County 
to protect local communities 
from drought. She helped 
launch a Bainbridge energy 
conservation campaign that 
gained national accolades. 
She says she wants to pro¬ 
mote jobs in clean energy 
and opposes lax standards 
for transporting crude oil 
by rail. Franz also gets that 
the DNR needs to man¬ 
age its working forests 
better, which includes se¬ 
lective thinning. She says 
she’s willing to stand up to 
the timber industry regarding logging in eco¬ 
logically and geologically critical places. AND 
HOLY SHIT, SHE IS EXCITED ABOUT IT. 
Vote Franz! 

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction 

Erin Jones 

Washington is officially the state for hor¬ 
rific, rampant, daily child abuse. The state 
is criminally underfunding its school sys¬ 
tem, depriving 1.1 million children of a basic, 
adequate level of education—and thereby 
hurting their developing brains and their 
prospects in life. This is according to the 2012 
Washington State Supreme Court McCleary 
ruling. The court has been fining the legisla¬ 
ture $100,000 a day, but this abuse goes on, 
and on, and on. It’s fucking sick. 

Erin Jones, our choice for superintendent 
of public instruction, cannot put an end to this 
state of affairs on her own. But she talks a good 
game about developing a multiracial coalition to 
push for more funding and more equitable out¬ 
comes for students. Too often, as Jones pointed 
out, who gets what in our under-resourced 
schools is determined by wealthy white par¬ 
ents with time on their hands. Jones’s eyes 
positively lit up when we asked about deliver¬ 
ing the tribal curriculum that Native American 
students deserve. A mother and career educa¬ 
tor who works for the current superintendent, 
she would be the first African American woman 
elected to statewide office. 

The Washington Educators Association, 
the statewide teachers union, has endorsed ► 


We can rim Liias with 
a clear conscience 
because he swears 
he’s going to apply 
his millennial 
ideals to the 
treasurer’s office. 
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ERIN JONES Ready to take on our state’s 
sick public education system. 


◄ Chris Reykdal, the next-strongest candi¬ 
date in the race—surely because of Jones’s 
connections to charter schools. She once 
testified in favor of Rainier Prep, a charter 
school in South Seattle, but her testimony 
doesn’t reveal her to be an ideological devo¬ 
tee to charter schools generally Jones said 
she testified in order to support a longtime 
friend and former public school teacher who 
was opening the school. Plus, charter school 
backers have given her a moderate amount 
of campaign cash. But Reykdal couldn’t pin 
Jones down as a charter-school nut during a 
debate in front of the SECB. (And, as a state 
legislator, Reykdal voted for loading students 
with even more standardized testing, though 
he argues against that trend now.) “I voted 
against charter schools [in 2012],” Jones told 
us, “because... I don’t believe they guarantee 
success for students of color.” We want to see 
Jones get in there and tear shit up, holding 
the line against privatization and bringing a 
civil-rights-movement approach to fixing our 
schools. Stop the child abuse. Vote Jones. 


Insurance Commissioner 

Mike Kreidler 


Democrat Mike Kreidler has held his seat 
for the last 16 years. But instead of napping 
in his cushy office chair, he’s been busy mak¬ 
ing sure Washingtonians don’t get grifted by 
greedy insurance companies. 

In 2002, Kreidler made waves by requir¬ 
ing insurance companies to cover women’s 
contraceptives along with other prescrip¬ 
tion drugs. In our interview, Kreidler said he 
would support pharmacies allowing women 
to pick up 12 months of birth control at once. 
In a landmark decision in 2014, Kreidler 
banned insurers from refusing health-care 
coverage to transgender people, which was 
critical for those seeking transition-related 
medical treatment as well as mental-health 
resources. “Insurance companies never want 
to be first. So I made them all first,” he said, 
like a motherfucking boss. 

Kreidler’s opponent is Republican Rich¬ 
ard Schrock, who is Snohomish County’s 
fire commissioner. Schrock isn’t a boo-hiss 
Bad Republican™. But, in the end, we could 
not endorse someone who associated them¬ 
selves with the party being led—over a cliff, 
we hope—by Donald “Racist Baby Hands” 
Trump. Vote Kreidler. 

Legislative District No. 32, 
Representative Position No. 1 

Cindy Ryu 

Democratic state representative Cindy Ryu 
immigrated to the United States when she was 
12, became a naturalized citizen when she was 
19, and served as the mayor of Shoreline (first- 
ever Korean American woman mayor in the 


United States!) before she went to the state leg¬ 
islature. She supports safe consumption sites 
for drug users, up-zoning single-family zones in 
urban areas to decrease urban sprawl, a capital 
gains tax to fund education, and closing corpo¬ 
rate tax loopholes. She opposes charter schools. 
Most importantly: She’s a big proponent of po¬ 
lice reform. Hell. Yes. 

One of Ryu’s challengers, independent 
Keith Smith, says that with no prior political 
experience, he will “come in and find ways 
to make things more efficient.” He doesn’t 
want to raise taxes, and he’ll just find those 
efficiencies. Find ’em. The efficiencies. Some¬ 
where. Okay, dude, how about this efficiency: 
BAN. MEN. Ban them all. Seriously, what 
would happen if, for like, just... one election 
season (just one!) men couldn’t run? Because 
only a man would come to an endorsement in¬ 
terview thinking that he can somehow find all 
the efficiencies others can’t. And only an en¬ 
titled efficiencies-finder of a man would think 
he represents the change people want. 

Sorry. The SECB—which, to be fair, has 
not yet taken a vote on whether to ban its 
male members—just had to get that off its 
chest. Vote Ryu. 

Legislative District No. 32, 
Representative Position No. 2 

Ruth Kagi 

Oh boy. This was a tough endorsement 
interview—not because it’s a tough choice 
among the candidates, but because all the 
candidates together seemed to represent ev¬ 
erything wrong with politics in 2016. 

The lineup: establishment incumbent 
Democrat Ruth Kagi, Bernie organizer Wes¬ 
ley Irwin, no-show libertarian Alex Hart, and 
Republican David Schirle. 

You cannot not vote for Kagi. She’s been 
serving in the legislature for 18 years, and 
she has made families and children her cause. 
She created the Office of Homeless Youth in 
the state, chaired the House Early Learning 
and Human Services Committee, and wants 
to pass a capital gains tax to help fund edu¬ 
cation. Generally, she checks off all the other 
boxes on progressive causes in the state leg¬ 
islature when it comes to abortion and guns 
and the rest. But where she’s not so great? 
Charter schools. She voted to siphon funds 
from the state lottery to the privately run in¬ 
stitutions at a time when Washington’s public 
schools are already unconstitutionally under¬ 
funded. (Remind us: How does privatizing 
our public school system create more public 
accountability?) Charter schools represent a 
major split in the Democratic Party: Gates- 
idolizing reformers support them, but the 
state party officially opposes them. Suburban 
Republicans who want to see schools run like 
businesses support them. Representative 
Cindy Ryu, Kagi’s fellow state representative 
from the 32nd, voted against the bill to pre¬ 
serve them, and Governor Jay Inslee avoided 
taking sides when he allowed that bill, buoyed 
by bipartisan votes, to become law. 

Kagi’s opponents included Wesley Irwin, 
an educator who rightly criticized her on 
charter schools. Irwin is a 36-year-old teach¬ 
er turned Bernie Sanders organizer, and he 
blasted Kagi for voting to give Boeing a tax 
cut way back in 2003. But while Irwin had the 
right critiques, it seemed he had few ideas on 
how he would get a Republican-dominated 
state senate to actually roll back corporate 
tax cuts and implement an income tax as well 
as a capital gains tax. Plus, Irwin’s a Bernie 
or Bust-er. When we asked him whether the 
possibility of Trump becoming president and 
rolling back progress for people who weren’t 
white men might change his mind about not 
supporting Clinton, this Bernie Bro stayed 
resolute. (Fuck you, Wesley.) 

And finally, we received a string of text 
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RUTH KAGI You cannot NOT vote for her. 


messages from David Schirle, a Republican 
candidate who could not make our endorse¬ 
ment interview but told us that “our founders 
knew that man could not be free in a society 
where the government is powerful.” He told 
us that he wants to reconcile with Democrats, 
but also that he has “no grand platform with 
‘new’ laws.” He just likes individual freedom. 
“We are all Americans,” Schirle texted us. 
“Not hyphenated!” (Fuck-you-too, David.) 

Vote Kagi. 

Legislative District 34, Position 1 

Eileen Cody 

Representative Eileen Cody is a progres¬ 
sive badass. The short spiel is that Cody, a 
Group Health nurse who has served in the 
legislature for 22 years, has long been a 
champion of left-wing causes. Changing the 
law to treat substance-abuse disorders like 
mental-health problems, fighting to make 
health-insurance policies that offer mater¬ 
nity coverage also cover abortion, fighting 
for better forms of gun control, and support¬ 
ing compensation for people who have been 
wrongfully imprisoned are just a few. 

Cody’s opponents include a 19-year-old 
Republican promising to tackle debt and 
decrease regulation, as well as a 33-year-old 
sergeant in the Seattle Police Department 
who wants to pass legislation to “incentivize 
donations that support 
private schools” in or¬ 
der to solve our state’s 
criminal underfunding 
of public schools. (Really, 
dude? Really?!) 

Cody, on the other 
hand, came out against 
preserving charter 
schools—a position that 
splits centrist Dems—and she’s got her lasers 
focused on the upcoming legislative session, 
where the battle to fund education will come 
down to raising taxes. She wants a capital 
gains tax and a tax on the sale of stocks and 
bonds, and she thinks Republicans will ulti¬ 
mately have to give in. Yes, she’s been in the 
state legislature a long time. But Cody’s not 
there to hold the line—she’s there to fight for 
progressive policies, particularly in health 
care. Like when Republicans wanted to take 
some disabled populations off state-funded 
managed care and make them pay for ser¬ 
vice? Cody threatened to go to the press, and 
the GOP backed down. Cody for the win! 

Legislative District No. 43, 
Representative Position No. 1 

Nicole Macri 

This region’s homelessness crisis is one of 
this state’s most massive injustices, and our 
legislature gives less than a tenth of a fuck 


about it on a good day. This must change. The 
way we change it is to send a brilliant, fear¬ 
less housing wonk to represent Capitol Hill in 
the state legislature. 

Nicole Macri is that wonk. 

Macri is deputy director of the Downtown 
Emergency Services Center, a vital homeless 
services provider that runs a housing proj¬ 
ect known as 1811 Eastlake. That program, 
which allows chronically homeless residents 
to drink while receiving housing and services, 
faced intense opposition from neighborhoods, 
but it has since proven massively successful, 
transitioning residents into permanent hous¬ 
ing and lowering emergency room costs for 
taxpayers. Macri knows how to take on a 
hard fight and win. She supports safe drug 
consumption sites, upzoning single-family 
neighborhoods, and housing first, the policy 
embodied by 1811 Eastlake. 

The other Democrats in this race are 
fine—particularly environmental advocate 
Sameer Ranade—but Macri, a lesbian and 
the only woman in the race, is undoubtedly 
the best qualified and most exciting. (There’s 
also an earnest young Republican running to 
represent Capitol Hill. HA-HA-HA-HA-HA. 
So cute.) One more thing: As Macri points 
out, the 43rd’s other house member is Frank 
Chopp, but, as speaker of the house, Chopp 
acts as a moderate in order to work with 
house members from across the state. That 
means the other rep we send from Capitol 
Hill should be bold, and Macri is promising to 
be hella bold. Vote Macri. 

Flip the State Senate! 

Legislative District 17, 
Vancouver: Tim Probst 

Legislative District 25, Puyallup: 

Karl Mecklenburg 

Legislative District 28, University 
Place: Marisa Peloquin 

Legislative District 41, Mercer 
Island: Lisa Wellman 

Progressives in Seattle are really good at 
sending our people to the state legislature in 
Olympia. We send Democrats to Olympia, and 
often they’re fiery super-progressives with 
vape pens in their desks. 
Meanwhile, the sub¬ 
urbs where our parents/ 
coworkers/high-school 
friends/mistaken Tinder 
matches live send mod¬ 
erate Republicans who 
don’t seem that bad until 
they show up in Olympia 
and caucus with the not- 
at-all-moderate/totally batshit Republicans 
sent over from Eastern Washington. That 
turns the legislature into the deadlocked, 
bigoted, tax-allergic disaster it is. 

We’ve got to help elect Democrats in these 
districts. 

Republicans have a slim majority in the 
state senate: They hold 25 seats and one 
“Democrat” (Tim Sheldon, Potlatch) cau¬ 
cuses with them, effectively creating a 26-23 
Republican majority. That gives the Rs the 
ability to block good stuff (like new taxes, 
police reform, and the Washington Voting 
Rights Act) and introduce terrible stuff (like 
abortion restrictions and anti-trans “bath¬ 
room” legislation). To accomplish anything 
good, we have to change that. 

But you’re not gonna change it by vol¬ 
unteering in your Seattle district that’s 
guaranteed to send a Democrat to Olympia 
no matter what. And you’re probably not gon¬ 
na accomplish much driving over to Eastern 
Washington and trying to unseat some gun- 
toting Tea Partyer, either. Instead, focus on ► 


We need a 
brilliant, fearless 
housing wonk like 
Nicole Marci. 
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4 the purple districts that could swing Demo¬ 
cratic this year. You may not be able to vote 
in these races, but you can volunteer, phone 
bank, knock on doors, send money, or harass 
your friends and family who live in these dis¬ 
tricts. (You are, in fact, legally obligated to do 
so. Read the fine print on your last HIV test.) 
If you’re a progressive who cares about good 
ideas actually becoming reality, you can’t af¬ 
ford to not get into these state senate races. 


STATE SUPREME COURT 


Justice Position No. 5 

Barbara Madsen 

Fuck Barbara Madsen. 

In 2006, Madsen wrote that the state’s 
Defense of Marriage Act was “constitutional 
because the legislature was entitled to be¬ 
lieve that limiting marriage to opposite-sex 
couples furthers procreation, is essential to 
the survival of the human race, and furthers 
the well-being of children by encouraging 
families where children are reared in homes 
headed by the children’s biological parents.” 

So fuck her—but vote for her, too, because 
we have no other choice. 

After getting his bullshit initiatives struck 
down repeatedly, initiative idiot Tim Eyman 
is on a mission to yank the Washington State 
Supreme Court to the right. He thinks he can 
replace the judges who are on the court now 
with fiber-conservatives and get his way the 
next time he has an unconstitutional initiative 
to peddle. Don’t let this happen. 

Barbara Madsen’s opponents are a dis¬ 
barred lawyer running over a grudge against 
Madsen that we still don’t totally under¬ 
stand and the Eyman-supported Republican 
prosecutor in Kittitas County, Greg Zempel. 
Zempel complains that the supreme court 
has “picked fights” with the legislature and 
is too “political” and “unpredictable.” That’s 
code for “Eyman sent me,” and it’s bullshit. 

Madsen is a competent judge who’s part 
of a bench that has, just in the last few years, 
ruled charter schools unconstitutional, struck 
down Eyman’s harebrained anti-tax non¬ 
sense, and ruled that the state is criminally 
underfunding K-12 schools. Madsen screwed 
the pooch on marriage equality—she fucked 
that dog to death—but she’s been right on a 
lot of other issues. Vote Madsen. 


SUPERIOR COURT 


Judge Position No. 44 

Cathy Moore 

Is anyone still reading this? E-mail us at 
readallthewaytocathymoore@thestranger. 
com with “Still reading!” in the subject line. 
The first five people to write in get $20 apiece. 
Okay! On to Cathy Moore... 

If you ever end up in court, Cathy Moore 
is exactly the kind of judge you want to see 
there. She’s passionate about equity, alter¬ 
natives to incarceration, and ending the 
school-to-prison pipeline—essential values 
for the superior court, which handles not only 
violent felonies but also family law, juvenile 
justice, and mental health and involuntary 
commitment cases. 

Moore has the right combination of ex¬ 
perience as a judge, lawyer, and advocate to 
serve on the court, and impressive endorse¬ 
ments including three state supreme court 
justices. 

During her time on the Seattle Human 
Rights Commission from 2012 to 2014, Moore 
advocated for better police oversight and the 
release of three prisoners who were locked in 
solitary confinement after refusing to answer 
a federal prosecutor’s questions about the 
political leanings of local leftists. In a letter 
she cosigned, Moore called it “Kafkaesque to 
suggest that keeping them in an environment 



CATHY MOORE The kind of judge you 
want judging you. 


known to cause serious and lasting psycho¬ 
logical harm is for their own protection.” 

Best of all, Moore has good ideas for the 
court, like sending text message reminders 
for court dates and requiring judges and 
juries go through implicit bias training. She 
says as a judge she would set a “no tolerance 
policy” for “dog whistle” language often used 
by prosecutors. Vote Moore. 


CITY OF SEATTLE 


Initiative No. 123 (Viaduct Park) 

No 

Oh, for fuck’s sake, this thing. 

Here’s the deal: The city has been trying 
to figure out how to get rid of the Alaskan 
Way Viaduct probably since before some 
members of the SECB were born, but 
definitely since 2001, when the Nisqually 
earthquake almost knocked it down, and 
super definitely since 2010, when the city 
council approved a plan to dig a tunnel to 
replace it (and that plan almost immediately 
became an unmitigated civic nightmare from 
which we may never wake up). When the via¬ 
duct finally goes—either at the hands of the 
city or the Big One—the city has a years-in- 
the-works plan to rebuild the street and add 
overlook points along the waterfront. 

This initiative would derail that plan to 
save a little “architecturally interesting 
glimpse of the old [decrepit, deadly, ugly] 
viaduct” and then build a new, smaller, sin¬ 
gle-column viaduct in its place with a park 
on top. (They’re trying to call this a “garden 
bridge,” but come on.) This suicide spot park 
would hover in the sky at the same height as 
the current viaduct. Why? They say those 
views from the viaduct are just too good to 
lose. 

We’ll save our takedown of that nostalgic 
preservationist bullshit for another time. 
What you need to know is this park is never 
gonna happen. Supporters say they would 
fund it by redirecting the city funds planned 
for the waterfront to this project. But the 
viaduct park has no support from city hall, 
where people have spent the last several 
years gathering public comments on the 
waterfront plan. (Comments like: Get rid 
of that structure that physically separates 
downtown from the waterfront.) Major wa¬ 
terfront players like the aquarium—which 
1-123 supporter Kate Martin claims is 
secretly on her side but just can’t say so 
publicly—are opposed. And the whole thing 
would likely face a fight that would mire the 
waterfront in even more years of delay. And, 
for those of you who really do care about the 
views up there, the city’s waterfront park 
plan includes a large overlook offering the 
same views of the water and skyline. 1-123 is 
a half-baked non-plan that has had no mean¬ 
ingful public input or support. Vote no. 
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Proposition No. 1 (Affordable 
Housing Levy) 

Yes 

Nobody is against this levy No, we mean 
it. There’s no “No” campaign. The person who 
showed up at the SECB to argue against it 
identified herself as “just a homeowner” and 
claimed both that property taxes are too high 
and that the city should make this levy bigger. 
(She also wore perhaps the hugest rock on her 
finger the SECB has ever seen.) Okay, lady. 

So this thing better fucking pass. Propo¬ 
sition 1 is a renewal of the last housing levy 
passed in 2009, but, in a reflection of the cur¬ 
rent housing crisis, it’s double the size. The 
$290 million levy would build or save 2,150 
units of affordable housing for people making 
less than 60 percent of area median income, 
most of them for people making less than 
30 percent, or around $27,000 per year for 
a family of four. (We’re not thrilled that the 
city can’t specify how many of those units will 
be new and how many will be saved. Vigilant 


oversight will be necessary.) The levy will 
also spend $11.5 million helping people on the 
verge of homelessness and $9.5 million help¬ 
ing low-income homeowners. (Seriously, how 
could you vote against this? Do we even need 
to keep going?) 

Across Puget Sound, rents increased by 
11 percent just in the final quarter of last 
year. In Seattle, renters need to make $23.56 
an hour—!!!!—to afford a one-bedroom 
apartment without spending more than 30 
percent of their income on rent, according 
to a recent report. At last count, 3,000 peo¬ 
ple were sleeping on the streets of Seattle. 
This is an emergency, full stop. Solutions like 
fees on developers and massive rezoning to 
encourage more dense housing throughout 
the city will help. But there’s a certain level 
of low-income housing the free market will 
never provide. Instead, so long as we want to 
avoid becoming a city of only rich assholes, 
we must provide that housing. Poor assholes 
need a place to live, too, people. Hell, half of 
the SECB needs a place to live. Vote yes. ■ 


The Stranger Election Control Board 

CHEAT & SHEET 

For the August 2,2016, Primary Election 

The Stranger does not make endorsements in uncontested races (which, in this top-two 
primary, means races with two or fewer people in them) or in races we forgot. 


FEDERAL 


US Senator 

Patty Murray 

US Representative 
Congressional District 1 

Suzan DelBene 

US Representative 
Congressional District 7 

Pramila Jayapal 

US Representative 
Congressional District 8 

Tony Ventrella 

US Representative 
Congressional District 9 

Adam Smith 


STATE 


Governor 

Jay Inslee 

Lieutenant Governor 

Cyrus Habib 

Secretary of State 

Tina Podiodowski 


State Treasurer 

Marko Liias 

State Auditor 

Jeff Sprung 

Commissioner of Public Lands 

Hilary Franz 

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction 

Erin Jones 

Insurance Commissioner 

Mike Kreidler 

Legislative District No. 17, 
State Senator 

Tim Probst 


Legislative District No. 25, 
State Senator 

Karl Mecklenburg 

Legislative District No. 28, 
State Senator 

Marisa Peloquin 

Legislative District No. 32, 
Representative Position No. 1 

Cindy Ryu 

Legislative District No. 32, 
Representative Position No. 2 

Ruth Kagi 

Legislative District No. 34, 
Representative Position No. 1 

Eileen Cody 

Legislative District No. 41, 
State Senator 

Lisa Wellman 

Legislative District No. 43, 
Representative Position No. 1 

Nicole Macri 


STATE SUPREME COURT 


Justice Position No. 5 

Barbara Madsen 


SUPERIOR COURT 


Judge Position No. 44 

Cathy Moore 


CITY OF SEATTLE 


Initiative No. 123 (Viaduct Park) 

No 

Proposition No. 1 (Affordable 
Housing Levy) 

Yes 



The prevalence of pediatric bipolar disorder 
is not well documented and 
symptoms can be difficult to recognize. 

Pediatric Bipolar Symptoms: 

• Extreme mood swings 

• Changes in sleep, energy level, and ability to 
think clearly 

• Poor school performance 

• Changes in relationships with friends or family 

• Destructive outbursts 

The FINISH Study is a 7-week research study to 
evaluate the safety of an investigational drug to treat 
bipolar disorder for children and teens aged 10-17. 
Those qualified will receive study medication or placebo, 
medical assessments and personalized healthcare visits. 

If you know a child who may have bipolar disorder, 
please contact us at gethelpnow@etresource.com or 
(425) 443-9551 for a confidential screening and 
to find a facility near you. 
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SEATTLE CANNABIS CO. 



Cannabis 

Concentrates 

Edibles 


Open Late! 

7 Days A Week 


3230 1ST AVE S. 

SEATTLE,WA 
206.294.5839 

FffllOW US; 00090 

IOCATCD IN DOWNTOWN SEATTIE 

I 5 5 SOUTH OF CEMTW LlMS FEtC 


1628 DEXTER AVE N. 


DAILY "WAKE AND BAKE" SPECIAL 

AMD THE EVERYDAY VALUE MENU 


WE DO FUNNY. 

HIGil‘LAflLBil3 I M P R 0 V C D M E 0 T 
Seattle 3 5ff FHEHDMT AVE N SEATTLE. W A T4ID3 

GREEK SHAW JR0 5ATURDAT OF EVERT KflHTH 0 1Q:DDPM 

USE DISCOUNT CODE "P0T5H0P M FOR 15% OFF TICKETS 



SERVING 1 SOUTH LAKE UNION fr WESTLAKE 

| J et, ■ 

HOME OF .HE 
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Kd‘ suro how to use cannabis infused drops? 
Gome in and as* ZOOTS Eiovv to create ail infused 
caaktiji: r gr sample their brownies & candy. 


K ZOOTS: Premium Cannabis 
Infusions 4-7 pm 
G et exclusive deals all day long r ‘ 



Herb(n) Elements 


YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD JOINT! 


T1013 Lake City Way NE. Seattle 
206.535.67S9 - HerbnElements.carr! 

OPEN EVERYDAY SAM -11 PM 

O © O ALeafly 

'Samples fvji; infused. AH spociqiswhi'psupp-^siksl, Chsclcwetjsitetordflirs, 
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WEED 


How Washington State 
Screwed Over Its Medical 
Marijuana Dispensaries 

BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


O n July 1, when the Cannabis Patient 
Protection Act (SB 5052) took effect, 
all dispensaries without an 1-502 license 
were forced to shut down, sending many of 
the state’s medical marijuana patients into a 
panic. Patients worry that the recreational 
market doesn’t have enough medicinal canna¬ 
bis for their needs and that what is available 
is not affordable. Many point to the fact that 
the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis 
Board (WSLCB) issued only 222 new retail 
licenses to replace more than 1,500 medical 
marijuana dispensaries. 

But there’s another aspect that should 
trouble patients, though few may know 
about it. Thanks to a loophole in the state’s 
licensing process, many longtime dispensary 
operations were shut out of the recreational 
market. New actors were able to game the 
system by buying pay stubs from former 
medical marijuana dispensary employees in 
order to bolster their applications. 

“[The state was] supposed to create new 
licenses to move over the [medical marijuana] 
system so that the patients could be served,” 
said John Davis, owner of the Northwest Pa¬ 
tient Resource Center, 
who applied for but did not 
receive an 1-502 license. 

“That’s not what they did. 

They were just giving li¬ 
censes to people who were 
scamming the system.” 

As a result of SB 5052, 
which mandated that the 
medical marijuana market 
be folded into the recre¬ 
ational one, the WSLCB 
was instructed to open a 
new round of retail cannabis licensing and 
“develop a competitive, merit-based applica¬ 
tion process that includes, at a minimum, the 
opportunity for an applicant to demonstrate 
experience and qualifications in the marijuana 
industry.” Applicants were broken into three 
levels of priority based on a list of criteria, in¬ 
cluding whether or not they had operated or 
were employed by a dispensary before Janu¬ 
ary 1,2013. 

The idea was to help the most legit dispensa¬ 
ries transition to the legal market. But because 
a person who had worked just one day at a 
dispensary was given priority to get a license, 
and because applications could include multiple 
people, a lot of former budtenders suddenly 
found themselves in high demand. In exchange 
for their proof of employment and willingness 
to sign on to an application, they could be paid 
handsomely. Last November, I searched Craig- 
slist for “1-502 Priority I” and found several 
postings offering to buy or sell pay stubs for 
anywhere from $80,000 to $100,000. 

This loophole allowed applicants with 
no background in medical marijuana to be 
treated as if they were law-abiding, taxpay¬ 
ing veterans of the industry. 

To make matters worse, the WSLCB 
blindsided applicants by announcing a cap of 
222 new medically endorsed stores late in the 
application process. Those 222 stores were 


allocated by jurisdiction, with more populous, 
higher-selling areas getting larger alloca¬ 
tions of licenses. Still, that left many places, 
including Seattle, with far fewer licenses 
than qualified applicants, creating fierce com¬ 
petition. Up until shortly after the new cap 
was announced, the WSLCB had assured ap¬ 
plicants that there was no hurry. 

“They were saying to me, ‘Don’t worry, it’s 
not a race, there’s plenty of time, we’ll get to 
you,”’ said Davis. 

Even more frustrating, Davis said the state 
investigators who were charged with vetting 
his application were elusive, uncooperative, 
and disorganized. One investigator, he said, 
went on vacation for four weeks without no¬ 
tifying him, and another e-mailed the login 
information for his application to a compet¬ 
ing applicant by mistake. The error put him 
weeks behind other applicants, Davis said. 

Those who received licenses, Davis said, 
were people who were able to throw down 
$100,000 to game the system, or those who al¬ 
ready owned recreational stores. He conducted 
a study of Seattle’s 21 newly licensed “medi¬ 
cally endorsed” recreational stores and found 
that a significant number of 
them were newly created. 
Only nine had operated 
dispensaries prior to the 
application process, he 
said, and only seven of 
those existed before 2013. 
Seven licensees created en¬ 
tities after the application 
process was already under 
way. 

Davis was denied a li¬ 
cense, despite operating 
one of the state’s oldest-running dispensa¬ 
ries. Now he’s suing the WSLCB, contending 
that its rules on priority licensing deviated 
from the spirit—and, to some extent, the let¬ 
ter—of the law. 

In an e-mail, WSLCB director of com¬ 
munications Brian Smith acknowledged the 
issue of the pay-stub scam, saying: “From 
the beginning I’ve seen quotes from appli¬ 
cants [who] say they would try to game the 
system. There will always be people who will 
try to cheat.” But, he added, “our investiga¬ 
tion process is very thorough. We also work 
with other agencies to review and verify the 
information submitted as correct.” However, 
Smith didn’t address if the state was able to 
verify whether applicants would actually be 
involved on a business or operations level 
with the application they were included on. 

Davis isn’t the only critic of the WSLCB’s 
licensing process. His suit includes about a 
dozen others, including Olympia’s Rainier 
XPress, a dispensary that worked primarily 
with veterans suffering from PTSD. 

“In Oly, there were five available licenses,” 
said Patrick Seifert, Rainier Xpress’s owner. 
“Three of the five licenses went to one fucking 
guy. The other two went to people who already 
had stores. How is that fair? How are they 
spreading it out to all of the good players that 
were supposed to get them?” Good question. ■ 




Visit our neighbors in Discovery Bay 



Disco Bay Detour 

12 taps pouring 
local beer & cider 

Live music every 
weekend 21+ 


Discovery Bay 
village Store 

Local, organic 
groceries 

ice cream - Crab & Co 




I# (^treespotshop 


trees 

pot shop 


mon-thu // 9am-10pm 
fri & sat // 9am-11:45pm 
sun // 10am-9pm 


Recreational & Medical 

Consultants Available on Location 

\\ s p' / ■ i I I \\ VU 

We’re Here For You! 

+ Huge Selection + Friendly Staff + Great Prices 


10532 Greenwood Ave 
Seattle WA 

( 206 ) 257-4407 

treespotshop.com 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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Connect with 

1000* Of 
IpCbI 
Tl Singly 


CHATliNE 


206 . 812.2900 

253 . 579.3000 
mm*. 425-791.2900 
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Strike a 


FREE Livelounge hour 
8-9PM daily 
Live CHATROOMS & 
member topic FORUMS 

ALWAYS FREE to chat 
with VIP members 
(Unlimited VIP membership $15/ 
week, no worries about minutes.) 




1 - 206 - 576-2406 

NonL«al HjinWi 60D7.^ 86fl0 
m. **nWMrmum 


Seattle 206-753-CHAT 

(24381 

Tacoma 353-359-CHAT 
Everett 425-405-CHAT 
Vancouver, WA 36 0-314-CHAT 
Vancouver. BC 604-343-1013 
Victoria. BC 779-747-0269 
Portland 5D3-222-CHAT 
□r WEB PHONE on UmHateh.cnm 


MAN to MAN 


206-753-CHAT 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Straight Up by dan savage 


I’m in my mid-40s, straight , never married. 
Ten months ago, my girlfriend of three years 
dumped me. She got bored with the relation¬ 
ship and is generally not the marrying type. 
The breakup was amicable. I still love her and 
miss her. Last week, I wrote her a letter say¬ 
ing that I still love her and want us to get back 
together. She wrote me a nice letter back say¬ 
ing she doesn’t feel passion for me and we’re 
never getting back together. Over the past few 
months, I’ve started dating 
another girl. She’s pretty, 
smart, sexy, and kind. If 
I proposed, she’d probably 
say yes. I want to get mar¬ 
ried. The problem is that I 
don’t have the passion for 
her that I had for my pre¬ 
vious girlfriend. So do I 
“settle” for Girlfriend #2 
or start my search all over? 

Please don’t give me the 
bullshit that love can happen 
at any age. At my age, the number of single 
women without kids is low. How many mar¬ 
ried people “settle” for someone who is a good 
person but not their true love? 

No Clever Acronym 

There is no settling down without some settling 
for. Please make a note of it. Also, NCA, while 
passion is a great feeling—totally intoxicat¬ 
ing—it also tends to be ephemeral. It’s a hard 
feeling to sustain over the long haul, and mar¬ 
riage is theoretically the longest of long hauls. 

You felt strongly about your ex, but she 
didn’t share your feelings. You don’t feel quite 
as strongly about your current girlfriend, but 
you would like to be married—to someone, 
maybe her—and Girlfriend #2 seems like a 
good candidate. I wouldn’t suggest proposing, 
as you’ve been seeing her for only a few months 
and most sane women view early, impulsive pro¬ 
posals as red flags. 

And finally, NCA, the specter of a “true love” 
waiting for us out there somewhere, either lost 
or not yet found, snuffs out more good-and-lov- 
ing-and-totally-worth-settling-for relationships 
than anything this side of cheating. 

My girlfriend has started seeing other part¬ 
ners. It makes her happy, and in turn I’m 
happy for her. It’s taking me a bit of time to 
adjust to the new situation, but she’s happier 
than she’s been in ages. We love each other and 
are crazily compatible. Today she came back 
from a hotel with bite marks on her breasts. I 
know she’s been with a few people over the last 
few weeks, but being reminded of it each time 
I look at or touch her makes me uncomfort¬ 
able. What’s more, the guy who did it knew she 
was part of a long-term couple. Do I need to 
get over it for the sake of my girlfriend or do I 
make an issue ofhickeys? 

Boy Really Unnerved In Seeing Evidence 

If you and the girlfriend have a don’t ask, don’t 
tell policy about her hookups with others, 
BRUISE, then hickeys and other kinds of slow- 
fading marks violate the spirit of that agreement. 
Those kinds of marks amount to a nonverbal 
“tell.” You have a right to calmly point that out 
to your girlfriend, and she has a responsibility, 
in the future and in the moment, to remind/warn 
her outside sex partners that leaving slow-fading 
marks on her breasts, neck, thighs, forehead, 
insoles, eyelids, etc., is out of bounds. 

For your part, BRUISE, don’t inspect your 
girlfriend post-hookup for the kinds of marks 
that fade quickly after sex, as that would 
amount to a nonverbal ask. 

My first refractory period — the time it takes 
me to get ready to have sex again after my first 
orgasm—is shorter than the time it takes me 
to lose my erection. I was in a relationship 
and wasn’t using condoms anymore by the 
time I figured this out, so it was just generally 



good times — I’d blow my load, take less than 
a minute to catch my breath, and be ready to 
go again. But now that I’m single and enter¬ 
ing the dating pool, I’m going to be wrapping it 
again. Obviously. But I’m not 100 percent sure 
it’s safe to blow two loads into one condom. 
I’m not sure how much ejaculate I’m produc¬ 
ing the second time I come, but it’s surely 
less than the first time. I’m not confident that 
“second” erection would survive the whole 
taking -off-the- condom- 
and-tying-it-up-and-then- 
putting-on-another-condom 
exercise, but I would like to 
avoid that rigmarole if pos¬ 
sible. So is it safe to blow two 
loads in a single condom? 

Two Pump Champ 


The failure rate for con¬ 
doms when used correctly 
joe newton is low (2 percent), TPC, but 
the failure rate for condoms 
when used incorrectly is high (18 percent). 
Leaks are the most common way condoms fail, 
and slamming your cock in and out of someone 
with a fully loaded condom wrapped around 
it will result in leaks. Even if your second 
load consists of nothing but good intentions, 
TPC, reusing a condom the way you describe 
is a recipe for disaster, impregnation, disease 
transmission, or all of the above. 

I have to put my two cents in about Heartbro¬ 
ken And Devastated, the man who discovered 
that his wife has been cheating on him the 
entire time they have been together. Her con¬ 
stant and selfish betrayal is egregious. Instead 
of being honest and giving him a chance to be 
in an open relationship, she chose to make a 
fool out of him. She is selfish and a slut. Not to 
mention that she could have given him an STD, 
AIDS, you name it. I disagree with you about 
the concept of monogamy—I don’t think it is a 
fantasy. I believe there is something that sepa¬ 
rates us from the animals, and that’s called 
integrity and self-control. I am happily mar¬ 
ried to a beautiful woman. I am a singer in a 
band, I get hit on all the time, but I don’t act on 
it. Because some of us have a conscience and 
don’t betray the ones we’ve made a COMMIT¬ 
MENT TO. I wish HAD the best of luck, but I 
hope he moves on and finds someone who will 
appreciate him. 

Monogamous And Proud In Portland 

I have a few questions for you, MAPIP, but 
first: I agree that HAD’s wife betrayed him in 
an extreme and egregious way, and I made that 
clear in my response. (“The scale, duration, and 
psychological cruelty of your wife’s betrayals 
may be too great for you to overcome.”) Now 
here’s my question for you: What did you make 
a COMMITMENT TO? Was it to your wife or 
was it to an ideal? Did you commit to a fallible 
human being or did you commit to a principle? 

Let’s say your wife screwed up and cheated— 
which happens all the time, it could happen to 
you (you do realize you’re whistling past the 
world’s most densely populated graveyard), 
women cheat now at pretty much the same rate 
men do—and let’s say it was a far less egre¬ 
gious betrayal than the one HAD is suffering 
through. Let’s say it was a one-off, years from 
now, or maybe a two-off. Would you stay and try 
to save your marriage or would you leave your 
wife? Staying and trying to save your marriage 
says, “I committed myself to this person,” leav¬ 
ing says, “I committed myself to this ideal.” 

If your ideals are more important to you 
than your spouse, I think you’re doing marriage 
wrong. But you’re free to disagree. ■ 

On the Lovecast, ex-Muslim sex blogger 
Eiynah: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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University of Washington Research Study 
Department of Medicine 

Male Contraceptive Study 

Men are needed to participate in an investigational drug study using a 
hormone pill to help develop a new form of male contraception. This study 
will be conducted at the University of Washington, Seattle. The study involves 
15 visits over a period of 2 V 2 -3 months, including two 26 hour weekday visits. 

To be eligible you must be: » 18-50 years of age » Male » In good health 

» Not taking medications on a daily basis 

Volunteers will be reimbursed for their time and inconvenience for each 
study visit completed and may be compensated up to $1,300 - 1,325 

If interested, call 206-616-1818 (volunteer line) 
and ask for more information about the DMAU-2 study. 

Stephanie Page, MD, PhD; William Bremner, MD, PhD; 

Arthi Thirumalai, MD; John Amory, MD, MPH; Mara Roth, MD 



AS YOU KNOW, CONTROLLING 


TOURETTE’S 


IS NOT THIS EASY 


We invite those aged 18 to 64 who have a diagnosis of Tourette syndrome to see 
if they may qualify for the T-Forward Study. The primary purpose of this research 
study is to determine the effectiveness, safety, and tolerability of an investigational 
medication for Tourette syndrome. All who qualify will receive study-related medica¬ 
tion, medical exams, and laboratory tests at no cost. 


To learn more, and to see if you may qualify, visit TForwardStudy.com or 
call the area doctor listed below: 


EASTSIDE THERAPEUTIC RESOURCE 
(425) 443-9551 

GetHelpNow@etresource.com 

Compensation for time and 
travel may be available. 


n 


T-FORWARD 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
atstrangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD Stranger Things To Do 



TIM SUMMERS 


PERFORMANCE 


Bodies of Water 


DON'T MISS 


_| The last time I saw Alice Gosti, 

her head was completely wrapped in toilet 
paper. For several hours, people sat next to 
her and told her short personal stories, and 
her big toilet-paper head would kind of nod 
lazily in acceptance. It was a super-weird, 
funny, absurd piece about the barriers to 
communication, and sometimes it gives me 
bad dreams at night. Gosti has stepped out 
of center stage for her latest project, Bodies 
of Water, a partnership between Velocity 
Dance Center and Friends of the Waterfront. 
This new number is a five-hour drop-in 
durational performance at Waterfront Park. 
Gosti told me the general plan is to celebrate 
and critique Seattle's relationship with water. 
When you drop in is up to you, but if you stay 
for the whole thing, you'll hear, among other 
things, the a cappella stylings of the Bea- 
conettes. You'll see a marching band amble 
by. And, of course, you'll witness the sun set 
behind the Olympics as eight dancers unite to 


become a single body of water. ( Waterfront 
Park, Sat July 16, 5-10 pm, free) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 

Can You Hear Me Now?: Jones Playhouse, 
July 12-15, 7:30 pm, $5 minimum 
Daisy: ACT Theatre, Tues-Sun, $20-$68, 
through Aug 7 

Hamlet: Parks around Seattle, free, through 
Aug 7 

In Her Own Words: Jones Playhouse, Sat 
July 16, 7:30 pm, $5 minimum 
Suffering, Inc.: 12th Avenue Arts, Thurs-Sat 
& Mon, $20, through July 30 

Untamed: Hair, Body, Attitude: Jones Play¬ 
house, Mon July 18, 7:30 pm, $5 minimum 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


But if it is, it won't be because the stars are 
women, you massive sexist. The case for see¬ 
ing it: Kristen Wiig, Melissa McCarthy, Kate 
McKinnon, Leslie Jones, director Paul Feig, cu¬ 
riosity. Against: Corporate America is actively 
trying to drink your blood. But in this barren 
event-movie landscape. I'm rooting for curios¬ 
ity. Sometimes the intersection of four of the 
funniest actors alive and a brilliant comedic 
director working within constraints to redress 
the gender differential on a beloved funda¬ 
ment of nerd culture is a pretty cool hand. 
And if it sucks? Well, guess what: The original 
also sucked, but that didn't stop it from being 
great. (Various locations, opens Fri July 15) 
SEAN NELSON 

We also recommend... 


FILM 


Ghostbusters 


DON'T MISS 


| Though the words "Don't" and 
"Miss" are clearly marked here, we all know 
this reboot of the 1984 mega blockbuster 
could be a completely misbegotten disaster. 


The BFG: Various locations 

The Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975: 

Scarecrow Video, Sat July 16, 7 pm, free 

Captain America: Civil War: Various 
locations 

Cary Grant for President: Seattle Art Mu¬ 
seum, Thurs, $37, through Aug 11 
Cine-meme: Northwest Film Forum, Thurs 
July 14, 5 pm, free 


#Comments: Northwest Film Forum, Sat 
July 16, 9 pm, $8 

The Conjuring 2: Various locations 
Conan the Barbarian: Central Cinema, July 
15-18, $8 

Finding Dory: Various locations 

Independence Day: Resurgence: Various 
locations 

The Lake: Various locations, opens Fri July 
15 

Leningrad Cowboys Go America: Scare¬ 
crow Video, Fri July 15, 8 pm, free 
The Lobster: Various locations 
Messiah of Evil: Northwest Film Forum, 

July 13-14, $11 

Neil Gailman: Dream Dangerously: Grand 
Illusion, through July 14, $9 
Our Kind of Traitor: Various locations 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show: SIFF Cin¬ 
ema Egyptian, Sat July 16, 11:55 pm, $12 
The Shallows: Various locations 
Sixty-Six with Lewis Klahr: Northwest 
Film Forum, Fri July 15, 8 pm, $11 
Swiss Army Man: Various locations 
Zero Days: Sundance Cinemas 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

Continued ► 
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BELLEVUE INDOOR RANGE & WADE’S EASTSIDE GUNS 

LADIES DAY! SUNDAYS & TUESDAYS 

13570 Bel-Red Rd Bellevue, WA 425-649-5995 wadesguns.com 


RANGE: Daily, lOam-IOpm 
STORE: Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm 



70+ Craft Beers 
dc Hard Ciders 



Includes: 


Commemorative Glass + 5 Full Tasting Pours 
Additional Pours $2 

Hourly Raffle Prizes + Daily Grand Prizes 

A D ELTA 


www.biteofseattle.com 


THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 


FESTIVALS 


Psych Fest 


down to a meal made from produce grown 
along your route. The whole thing is, miracu¬ 
lously, free. (Bike Works; Sun July 17, 3-7 pm, 
free) ANGELA GARBES 


DON'T MISS 


| Psychedelic music will 
never die, as long as people still need sonic 
panaceas to escape mundane and/or hor¬ 
rible reality. The Royal Room's three-night 
festival offers a panoramic view of Seattle's 
robust psych underground, with nods to 
past superstars of transcendent rock, fusion, 
and blues: Music of Santana, featuring 
original drummer Michael Shrieve; Being 
John McLaughlin, a blazing homage to 
Mahavishnu Orchestra's first two classic LPs; 
and Cheap Thrills, a Big Brother & the Hold¬ 
ing Company tribute band starring Sarah 
Rudinoff as Janis Joplin. Polyglot keyboard 
genius Wayne Horvitz and trip-making 
groups Scriptures, Shitty Person, and Wild 
Powwers round out the mind-expanding 
bill. (Royal Room, July 14-16, $10-$15 per 
show) DAVE SEGAL 


We also recommend... 

8th Annual Bastille Day Fete: Corson 
Building, Thurs July 14, 4-10 pm, $40 
Around the Fire Chef Dinner: The Carlile 
Room, Thurs July 14, 6:30 pm, $125 
Bastille Day: Bastille, Thurs July 14, 2-11 
pm, no cover 

Bite of Seattle: Seattle Center, July 15-16, 
11 am-9 pm. Sun July 17, 11 am-8 pm, free 

Fabulous Fish Fridays: Machine House 
Brewery, Fri July 15, 5-9 pm 
Rooftop Dinner Series: Bastille Cafe Bar, 
Mon-Tues, 5:45 pm, $165, through Sept 20 
Strawberry Festival: Vashon Island, July 
15-17, free 

Sushi Making and Sake Tasting: Chiso 
Sushi, July 16-17, 12 pm, $79 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


We also recommend... 

2016 Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Summer Festival: Benaroya Hall, July 5-30 
Channel Fest: Fred Wildlife Refuge, Sat 
July 16, 12-7 pm, free, 8 pm-late, $12 
Timber! Outdoor Music Festival: Tolt Mc¬ 
Donald Park, Carnation, July 14-16, $30-$75 


QUEER 


Glitterbeast Pilot 
Episode 


DON'T MISS 


| There's a new haus in town, 
and it has fangs and pincers and could possi¬ 
bly devour us all whole. "Join the Trashglam 
revolution," declares your invitation, "as we 
launch something the likes of which you've 
NEVER seen." We take such promises very 
seriously and expect to witness at least one 
octopus trapeze act. Your hostesses are the 
concupiscent Shelita Potroast and Abbey 
Roads, the drag queen most likely to come 
to you in a dream. They are joined by a line¬ 
up of 17—YES, SEVENTEEN—drag queens, 
each of whom could headline a show on 
their own, and together may take over the 
city. "Not a cult," says a footnote at the bot¬ 
tom of the event description. But that's just 
what they WOULD say, isn't it? (Narwhal, 

Sun July 17,8-10 pm) MATT BAUME 


READINGS & TALKS 


Release Party: 
Pacifica Issue #8 


DON'T MISS 


Pacifica Literary Review 
consistently publishes the best local (and 
national!) prose and poetry they can get 
their hands on, and they wrap it all up in a 
gorgeous package that you want to keep 
forever. This party celebrates the release of 
their summer 2016 issue, and, if previous 
PLR events are any indication, there should 
be plenty of booze. This will be your chance 
to see Stranger Genius Award nominee 
Robert Lashley in action. He'll probably read 
some from his new manuscript. Up South, 
which has Lashley diving deeper into the 
myths, folklore, and rituals of the black 
people who came through Tacoma. He'll 
read along with former Washington State 
poet laureate Kathleen Flenniken, who 
wrote a good book of poems called Plume 
about the Hanford site. Matt Kelsey (who 
will leave us soon for Chicago!), Dacia Price, 
and Lillian Nickerson (author of the very 
good chapbook Small Prairies from Alice 
Blue Books) will round out a solid evening 
full of local talent. (Hugo House First Hill, 
Wed July 13, 7 pm, free) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Urban Ag Bike 
Tour 


DON'T MISS 


Anyone who eats at Southeast 
Seattle's many Vietnamese and East African 
restaurants knows that it's one of the most 
diverse areas of the city. Unfortunately, it's 
also an area that has high rates of poverty, 
food insecurity, diabetes, and asthma, as well 
as lower rates of physical activity. To coun¬ 
teract these health issues but also celebrate 
their communities' commitment to providing 
good food for residents, two great organi¬ 
zations, the Rainier Valley Food Bank and 
Columbia City's Bike Works, are teaming up 
to host family-friendly bike tours of some of 
Southeast Seattle's local food havens, open 
to bicyclists of all levels. The tour takes par¬ 
ticipants on a leisurely, five-ish mile journey 
with stops at the Food Bank, the Interagency 
School Garden, Green Plate Special, and the 
Beacon Food Forest. Afterward, you'll sit 


Brexit, Trump, and Populism: Folio: The 
Seattle Athenaeum, Thurs July 14, 7 pm, $10 
Seattle StorySLAM: Neighborhoods: St. 

Mark's Cathedral, Fri July 15, 8 pm, $10 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Senga Nengudi: 
Improvisational 
Gestures 
Performance and 
Talk 


DON'T MISS 


I Senga Nengudi is, like Eva 
Hesse, a legendary artist from the 1960s and 
1970s. No survey of the art from that period 
is complete without her tensile constella¬ 
tions of stretched pantyhose pulling on a 
museum's walls and floors, threatening to 
dismantle not only the purity of white male 
minimalism but also the modern institutions 
and traditions that go with it. Unlike Hesse, 
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Nengudi is very much alive—she's 72 years 
old and living in Colorado Springs, where 
she's taught for 25 years after having 
spent her formative years in Los Angeles 
and Japan—and her work demands more 
attention. Brilliantly, the Henry Art Gallery 
chose to bring a touring retrospective 
of her work to Seattle, Improvisational 
Gestures, intended to reveal the fullness 
of what she does. Her sculptures are not 
only still objects; they're also meant to be 
performed—and they rarely are. Tonight 
is a rare chance to see the artist's work in 
action. There will be an improvised dance 
performance using one of Nengudi's nylon 
mesh sculptures, and an artist talk with 
Nengudi and exhibit cocurator Elissa Au- 
ther. (Henry Art Gallery Sat July 16, 11:30 
am-1:30 pm, free) JEN GRAVES 

We also recommend... 

Capitol Hill Art Walk: Capitol Hill, Thurs 
July 14, 5-8 pm, free 


Graphic Masters: Diirer, Rembrandt, 
Hogarth, Goya, Picasso, R. Crumb: Se¬ 
attle Art Museum, Wed-Mon, $20, through 
Aug 28 

Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony 
Fashion Fair: Bellevue Arts Museum, Tues- 
Sun, $12, through Aug 14 
Northwest Art Now @ TAM: Tacoma Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $14, through Sept 4 
Paul McCarthy: White Snow, Wood 
Sculptures: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, 
$10, through Sept 11 
Posing Beauty in African American 
Culture: Northwest African American Mu¬ 
seum, Wed-Sun, $7, through Sept 4 
Senga Nengudi: Improvisational Ges¬ 
tures: Henry Art Gallery, July 16-Oct 9, $10 


GALLERIES 

Amanda Manitach: Nothing Left to 

Say: Roq La Rue, Wed-Sat, free, through 
July 30 

C. Davida Ingram: Bridge Productions, 
Wed-Sat, free, through July 30 

Ceramics Invitational: Traver Gallery, 
Tues-Sun, free, through July 30 
Eli Coplan: Interiority Machines: Glass 
Box Gallery, Tues-Sun, free, through July 30 
Gary Hill: James Harris Gallery, July 14- 
Aug 26, free 

GIANT APPETITES: BONFIRE, Wed-Sat, 
free, through July 29 

Hit and Run: The Final Exhibition: 

Punch Gallery, Thurs-Sat, free, through 
July 30 

Hollow Earth: Documents: Glass Box 
Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through July 30 
Lu Yang: Interstitial, Sat, free, through 
July 23 

Mark Mitchell: Casket Pall Residency: 

Seattle Presents Gallery, Thurs-Fri, 10 am-4 
pm, free, through July 15 

Michelle Grabner: Northwest Work: 

Hedreen Gallery at Seattle University, Wed- 
Sat, free, through Sept 10 

Nathalia Edenmont: Force of Nature: 

Nordic Heritage Museum, Tues-Sun, $8, 
through July 24 

Nick Strobelt: The Salt Lick: Veronica, 
Sat, free, through July 30 
Ruthie V: Neither Will This Stay: CORE, 
Wed-Sat, free, through July 30 
Tivon Rice: Facades and Drone Photo- 
grammetry: Threshold Gallery, Mon-Fri, 
free, through July 26 
Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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JOIN THE PACIFIC NW UNDERGROUND —T - 
ART & MUSIC CULTURE FOR THREE DAYS OF CAMPING 
IN PRISTINE FOREST WITH RIVER ACCESS 

Wgt '• 

3 STAGES OF MUSIC » VILLAGE CAMPING . PERFORMANCES 
WORKSHOPS . ARTISAN VENDORS J FINE ART GALLERY 
INTERACTIVE INSTALLATIONS & Kl©5 ZONE 


GRANITE FALLS WA -1 HOUR 


21-24 


www. CASCADIA NW .com 
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Big Wild • Tourist • Clams Casino • The Cave 


DJDS • Israel Nash • WAND • Pure Bathing Cult 

Benjamin Francis Leftwich * Phoebe Ryan * Ultimate Painting * Pol 


Iska Dhaaf * Pillar Point • ON AN ON • The Grizzled Mighty 
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Hill 


Block I Party 


July 22nd- 24th 


Singers • San go • NAO • Car Seat Headrest 

ure * Head Wound City • Thunderpussy • Woods 

ter Ray * The Dip * Great Good Fine Ok * Dilly Dally * Mild High Club 
• Prism Tats * Laura Gibson • Cardiknox • Oh Pep ‘Tangerine 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

MARION OLIVER 
MCCAW HALL 
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strangerthingstodo.com @SEAshows 


WEDNESDAY 7/13 


Mitski, Japanese Breakfast, Jay Som 

(Crocodile, all ages) Mitski had me at her 
latest album title. Puberty 2. She pulled me 
deeper with hooded vocals born from an 
earnest power, a la Sharon Van Etten (with 
an occasional Angel Olsen-esque tremor) 
and an open seeking of clearer tones. She 
punches through with devastatingly hon¬ 
est lyrics, reminiscent of braying your true 
intentions at anyone you've attempted to 
care about, with all the subtlety of a brass 
section, loud and twisted, tucking and roll¬ 
ing her way into your heart. Leading into 
Mitski's set is Japanese Breakfast, the solo 
project of Michelle Zauner, whose recent 
release Psychopomp has had me clutching 
at atmospheric pearls of teenage tact, as 
they finally come into their own. If this is 
Zauner's first release in this form, we have 
so much more to look forward to. KIM 
SELLING 

Josh Medina, LFZ, House II, 

Offing, D J Degenerate 

(Lo-Fi) LFZ is the solo project of versatile 
LA guitarist/synth player Sean Smith, a 
former member of Citay whose resume 
includes a stint in a Black Sabbath tribute 
group. He also heads the excellent Stimulus 
Progression label, which reissued titles by 
Harmonia, Les Vampyrettes, and Science Fic¬ 
tion—the latter the ultra-rare experimental 
LP Terrible Lizards. On his 2015 self-titled 
debut album, LFZ launches emotive, quest¬ 
ing drones into those exalted zones heard 
on recordings by Fripp & Eno and Peter 
Michael Hamel. The two sidelong pieces are 
cosmic yet intimate, celestial yet rooted in a 
ceremonial gravitas. LFZ's second full-length. 
Pointless Prism, opts for shorter reveries that 
tap into the same kind of invigorating, soul- 
inflating synth tableaux as that new-age 
deity J.D. Emmanuel. California duo House 
II peddle an engagingly hypnagogic strain 
of electronic music that would be consid¬ 
ered pop if Cluster had been as big as the 
Beatles. DAVE SEGAL 

Margaret Glaspy, Kevin Murphy 

(Sunset) It's hard to believe that Margaret 
Glaspy is even singing in English, or any 
other language I would innately understand 
(I'm a white person who grew up in the 
United States, I only know one thing). Her 
warped tone and hauntingly demure scowl 
brings to mind a toxic tumbleweed, roll¬ 
ing down the broken set of Our Town. It's 
undeniably American, with a slick Southern 
Gothic thumbprint, tempered by a hollow 
directness that comes from trauma survived. 
She's worth listening to simply to translate 
these emotions for yourself, in any way you 
can. KIM SELLING 


THURSDAY 7/14 


Timber! Outdoor Music Festival 

(Tolt-MacDonald Park, Carnation, all ages, 
July 14-16) A series of unrelated facts 
regarding the musicians playing Timber! 
Outdoor Music festival, presented without 
comment: Moondoggies and the Maldives 
often play Christmas concerts together in 


Ballard. Jessica Dobson of Deep Sea Diver 
was signed to a major label before she 
could legally drink in the United States. Jes¬ 
se Sykes wrote several songs with Japanese 
doom-metal outfit Boris and drone legends 
Sunn O))). Langhorne Slim & the Law's 
website displays merchandise before music, 
and the second piece of that merchandise 
is a "signature" Stetson hat. Jason Webley 
wrote his last album about a scrapbook 
that he found in a garbage can. JOSEPH 
SCHAFER 

Psych Fest: Being 
John McLaughlin, 

Music of Santana, 

Cheap Thrills 

(Royal Room, all 
ages, July 14-16) 

No, most of the 
originators won't 
attend (and some 
of them would have 
to call from the 
astral plane), but 
that doesn't mean 
conceptual fur won't 
fly. Double nega¬ 
tives aside, the Being 
John McLaughlin 
project features local 
musicians Tristan Gianola (in the role of 
guitarist McLaughlin), plus Ryan Burns, Ali¬ 
cia DeJoie, Geoff Harper, and John Bishop, 
pulling repertoire from McLaughlin's 
brain-squeezing Mahavishnu Orchestra. 
Seattle resident Michael Shrieve, who 
drummed with Santana at Woodstock 
(age 20) and recently rejoined the guitar¬ 
ist, leads an evening of Santana music. 

And Cheap Thrills by Big Brother and the 
Holding Company—one of the loudest, 
messiest, distortedest masterpieces in rock 
LPdom—gets a workout headed up by 
Stranger Genius Sarah Rudinoff doing her 
best to summon the spirit of Janis Joplin. 
ANDREW HAMLIN 

Ancient Methods, Derivatives, 

Lust Strength, Biome 

(Kremwerk) Berlin-based Ancient Methods 
(Michael Wollenhaupt) cloaks his techno 
tracks in bleak industrial soot, but the 
effect is less Wax Trax! and more early 
Severed Heads and Meat Beat Manifesto 
repurposed for discerning 21st-century 
ears, coupled with Speedy J's toughest 
output and the sinister propulsion of 
the Sandwell District crew. While they're 
largely as dark as a presidential candi¬ 
date's history, Ancient Methods' tracks also 
possess a relentless stroboscopic intensity. 
Downward is upward, if you catch my drift. 
Derivatives (aka Vancouver producer Josh 
Rose) recently dropped a fantastic 12-inch 
EP on Medical Records subsidiary Transfu¬ 
sions called Forwards, Futures , and Options. 
Its four tracks scan as minimal techno, but 
they have an incisive grittiness and stoic 
grandeur that are anything but antiseptic. 
Warming up for these badasses: acutely 
knowledgeable minimal-techno DJ Biome 
(Louise Croff Blake) and steely-nerved, 
industrial-techno blokes Lust Strength. 
DAVE SEGAL 

Continued ► 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 


FRIDAY 7/15 


Dalek, Crypts, Teeph 

(Highline) From their noisy inception. 

New Jersey's Dalek have been branded 
hiphop experimentalists because of rhymes 
delivered over a clanging, droning, near¬ 
industrial backdrop and their penchant for 
touring with outer-fringe hard rock and 
metal bands like the Melvins and Dillinger 
Escape Plan. But really, it's a counterintui¬ 
tive designation. Hiphop has always been 
one of the most assimilationist of all music 
genres, from Afrika Bambaataa grooving 
on Kraftwerkto Public Enemy starting 
mosh pits with Anthrax to Kanye West 
saltpetering his repertoire with the dude 
from Coldplay. So really, Dalek hew to 
hiphop's unorthodox orthodoxy more than 
is often recognized. Still, they remain genre 
outliers: The trio's latest record, Asphalt for 
Eden, their first in six years, was released 
on Profound Lore, a metal label. JASON 
BRACELIN 

A Frames, the Spits, 

Jonathan Richman 

(Chop Suey) This amazing benefit show 
came about through very sad circumstances. 
Local music fan Cara Joy Clausen has been 
undergoing grueling experimental treat¬ 
ment for stage IV ocular melanoma. She 
asked well-connected friends to assemble 
her dream bill to help with medical costs. 
Ergo, we have an exciting A Frames reunion 
and wild-ass garage-punks the Spits. When 
Scared of Chaka had to drop out, Clausen 
contacted ex-Modern Lovers frontman and 


troubadour supreme Jonathan Richman 
herself. Surprisingly, he agreed! Richman is 
one of the greatest entertainers in rock— 
still. You'll find few cleverer storytellers 
or more memorable melody makers than 
Richman—although, tragically, he probably 
doesn't perform "Astral Plane" anymore. 
The much-missed A Frames—Erin Sullivan, 
Lars Finberg, and Min Yee—released three 
classic albums in the '00s that proved they 
were Seattle's most scabrous, powerful 
rock group, a minimalist threshing machine 
whose tunes tenaciously bum-rushed your 
ears and ransacked your brain—and some¬ 
how made you laugh at their doom-laden 
lyrics. DAVE SEGAL 

Newaxeyes, Aeon Fux, Lilac, 

Canh Solo, DJ Salinger 

(Fred Wildlife Refuge) Last year at North¬ 
west Film Forum, Seattle quartet Newaxeyes 
performed a live soundtrack for Ridley 
Scott's classic Alien ; they did the 1979 sci-fi 
horror film justice, and then some. Thank¬ 
fully, the performance was recorded and 
young local label Freakout Records is cel¬ 
ebrating the release of the double cassette 
tonight. Titled The 8th Passenger, Newax¬ 
eyes' score vividly captures the godforsaken 
foreboding and nerve-racking claustro¬ 
phobia that permeate Alien —as well as 
including some interludes of forlorn beauty. 
The band displays a masterly command of 
dynamics and textures that out-scare (out- 
Skerritt?) the work of original soundtracker 
Jerry Goldsmith. The 8th Passenger could 
be the start of a long, rewarding career in 
cinema for Newaxeyes. DAVE SEGAL 

Arctic Flowers, Arcane, 

Sloppy Kisses, Bacteria 

(Lucky Liquor, Tukwila, all ages) Portland 


band Arctic Flowers' post-punk sound 
is informed by UK peace-punk/anarcho 
trailblazers like Crass or Poison Girls, but 
it transcends pure mimicry. Fusing several 
subgenres, Arctic Flowers meld UK post¬ 
punk's icy-cool aesthetic with politically 
discontented anarcho punk, yet still sound 
modern. Fellow Portlanders Sloppy Kisses 
combine driving, pop-inflected, '77-style 
punk with a comical lyrical self-awareness, 
bashing punk-scene hypocrisies. New locals 
Bacteria play wigged-out, early-'80s-style 
synth punk, and based on the one-track 
demo on their Bandcamp, we should expect 
even more fractured 'n' spazzy sounds. 
Brooding Seattle post-punks Arcane will 
also goth up the night with their Chris¬ 
tian Death-nodding brand of death rock, 
filtered through hazy guitar atmospheres. 


have influenced hundreds since their ear- 
ly-'80s heyday. Their self-titled 1980 debut 
LP remains a masterpiece of enchanting 
melodies, fascinating rhythms, and che¬ 
rubic vocals. At their best, core members 
Andy McCluskey and Paul Humphreys re¬ 
cast Kraftwerk's elegant electro-pop gestalt 
to a Northern English sensibility. OMD's 
tunes have weathered the decades better 
than most in the genre and soundly refute 
the misconception that synth-based music 
lacks emotion. DAVE SEGAL 

Meghan Trainor, Hailee Steinfeld 

(WaMu Theater, all ages) Being a fat white 
woman, I first have to say this to stay real 
to my demographic: Meghan Trainor is a 
terrible idea. She's got a serviceably good 
singing voice that excels in her 
blue-eyed-soul collabs with 
more talented contempo¬ 
raries, but her sassy-fingered 
shtick founded in her being 
acceptably curvy without 
actually being anywhere 
outside of pop-culture 
physical regulations is 
tired as shit. Meghan, 
fire whatever 
Xanga quiz 
algorithm is 
writing your 
songs. Fire your 
stylist, your 
handler, and 
your parents. 
Fire who¬ 
ever told 
you that 

Meghan Trainor 

Sat July 16 at 
WaMu Theater 


BRITTNIE FULLER 


SATURDAY 7/16 


Barenaked Ladies, 

OMD, Howard Jones 

(Marymoor Park, all ages) What an 
odd bill: two mediocrities sand¬ 
wiching British synth-pop royalty 
Orchestral Manoeuvres in the 
Dark (OMD). Canada's Barenaked 
Ladies are the aural equivalent 
of khaki trousers. Are they 
really worthy of your im¬ 
portant nostalgia dollars? 

Nuh-uh. Howard Jones? I 
don't think even staunch 
1980s-pop worshipper 
Charles Mudede can muster 
interest in this uber-bland 
Englishman now. If you're 
going to trek to Marymoor 
Park, do so for OMD, whose pre¬ 
cious, immaculate compositions 




GOLDEN VOID, 
"L 3 & Monarch 


JJ™ KRIST KRUEGER, 
"p™ Emily Jane White 


Fri EGGSHELLS, 

7/15 A Night of Joy (MN), 
pm Kirt Debique 


Sat 

7/16 

9pm 


SNAP! 90’S DANCE 
PARTY-$10 


Sun SPINNING WHIPS, 
7/17 The Rloodhounds, 
8 P m & Vernor Phantoms 


Hie 

7/19 

8pm 


JOHNNY AZARI, 
Shaky Rlankets, 
Sazerac, & 
Junkyard Amy Le 


thelofi.net 

2QG'254~282a 
4231 a stl a kc Ave. East 
Ages £1-1- 



F37IDAY JULY IS 


im COMEDY WITH 

COLIN KANE 


SATURDAY inly 16 


AARON CRAWFORD 

AND SPECIAL GUESTS 




BLAKE LEWIS 

ff at the pass *mw tmm qwurtet 


I-&IQAY. JULY 22 


SINNER SAINT BURLESQUE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 


SUNDAY. JULY 24 


AN EVENING WITH 

RICHARD BUCKNER 


THURSDAY, JULY 2* 


LAkOQA 

HtPTASON 

GHOST TOWN WltlSTUGS 


COMING UP 


7m SLACK LODGE BURLESQUE 
CABARET INSPIRED BY DAVID LYNCH 
7/30 WNIEL halligui 
»/:. PbltR BKWLbV ADAMS 
*9/11 IHE NATIONAL PARKS 
1/IB STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 
3/1* l€AN NlCCOHNEli 
fl/21 COURTNEY WEAVER 
8/2 1 EKPLONE 

W6 K*Y scorn 

F-QY VAN Cl 

10/14 PAULA SANTORO 

iqmooxsEi ___ 


IN THE 90LIR3ON BAR 


uebpt JiiJj N-^flil 

IM-Pd -Tf n*h (Hf™ 

AlM-L&jki Pxx-u-c-fcdi 

- i-Tl oh ichoof Krfc / iroaion Jazz 


AVAILABLE PRlYAlE JI * OWI¥ 

WWW.CQIUM Bl AC ITYJHEAT E H.COM 



tractor 


TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 


Thu July 14 

RAGTIME COUNTRYBILLY 

THE CROW QUILL 
NIGHT OWLS 

THE MOONSHINE, BABY GRAMPS 

9PM - $1 O 


Fri July 15 

ROOTS ROCK LEGENDS 

DAVE ALVIN 
& PHIL ALVIN 

THE AMERICANS 


9PM - $25 


Sat July 16 

LOCAL INDIE ROCK 

COLD COMFORT 

SLEEPING PLANET (album release) 
THE BLUE TRACKS, TELLERS 

9PM $8 


Tue July 19 

EMPORIUM PRESENTS: AN EVENING 
WITH LEGENDARY BASS PLAYER 

STU HAMM 

THE JANITORS OF CHAOS 

9PM - $25/$26.50 

Fri July2 2 

SOUTHERN-FLAVORED ROCK ‘N ROLL 

HONEYHONEY 

KOREY DANE 
9PM - $15 



IIP JL 7/13 HARPS 7/20 PARKER MILLSAP 
Ur ft 7/21 CLOUD PERSON 7/23 80S VS 90S 
LQ*1 m W INDICA JONES 7/26 ROBERT ELLIS 


f FOLLOW us ON lEBfl. ^ 

TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


u F 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


www.tractortavern.com 







SEA MONSTER live music 

7 nights a week featuring: 

TUESDAYS w/JOE DORIA B3 

organ live jazz fusion 10pm, 
opening band 8pm 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

live rare soul & 
original funk family 10pm 

MARMALADE THURSDAYS 

live funk jam party w/ DJ’s 
at 9PM $6. 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9PM $7. 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 

10am-3pm w/ LIVE JAZZ 
12-2pm, ALL AGES TIL 10P 


f/SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
(A HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY JJ 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 
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S TILLAGUA MISH 

FesTTVAIhj? ® 

mVF K»P*w w . w 

13-14 august 2016 

RIVER WALKS-LOGGING SHOWS 
STORY TELLERS • FOOD COURT - FUN ZONE 

LIVE MUSIC 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY’S 

RIVER MEADOWS PARK 

ARLINGTON WASHINGTON 

GATES OPEN 10AM FREE ADMISSION 
PARKING $10 

ALCOHOL & DRUG FREE EVENT PET FRIENDLY 


SATURDAY MUSIC 

AARON 

NEVILLE 

English Beat 
Skablins 
Medicine Hat 
Randy Woods 



SUNDAY MUSIC 

CHASE 

RICE 

Hallstrom 
Jesse Taylor 
Marleys Ghost 
Low Down Drifters 
Randy Woods 


FestivaloftheRiver.com 



WEDNESDAY 7/13 


SUB POP COVER NIGHT 

FT. AMERICAN ISLAND + MORE! 


KNOWMADS 

THE DAD TENANTS + ALL STAR OPERA 
+ DJINDICA JONES 


FRIDAY 7/15 


MARK FARINA 

RAMIRO - UNITING SOULS + JOEY WEBB 


TEN MILES WIDE 

VAN EPS + DEVILS HUNT ME DOWN 
+ INTISAAR 


FRIDAY 7/29 


BD&THE CHICS 

THE HOOT HOOTS + THE WEST 
+ DJ GOO GOO (AESTHETIC MESS) 



PROTOMARTYR 

VATS + LITHICS 


HOT CHIP (DJ SET) 

REED JUENGER (OF BEAT CONNECTION) 
+ J-JUSTICE (CITY SOUL / KBCS) 



DREAMCATCHER 

CHILD IVORY + NEU YEUTH 
+ JESS LAMBERT 


LITTLE SCREAM 

BLAKE HAZARD + THE DOMESTICS 


VINYL WILLIAMS 

WALL OF EARS + HOTT MT 
+ GOLDEN IDOLS 


TUESDAY 7/19 


INTER ARMA 

WITHERED + tITHYAHKI 


WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM-THE BARBOZA.COM 

MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


025 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 

faux-rapping in the middle of Christian-lean- 
ing early-'OOs Mandy Moore cast-offs was a 
solid plan. Opening forTrainor is burgeoning 
star Hailee Steinfeld, who earned my good¬ 
will with True Grit and then shat all over 
it with Pitch Perfect 2. Here's hoping she's 
somewhat less offensively bad than Trainor. 
KIM SELLING 

Channel: Seattle Record Label Fest 

(Fred Wildlife Refuge, all ages till 7 pm) 
Think of this marathon event as a conven¬ 
tion for the Seattle area's indie record label 
ecosphere. During the daytime, as you're 
scoping the goods of more than 30 labels 
(e.g., MOTOR, Medical, Further, Light in 
the Attic, Neon Sigh, Eiderdown, Alterity 
101), some of the city's most knowledgeable 
DJs (and, full disclosure, I) will be spinning 
tunes of mostly obscure origin. At night, the 
scene shifts to 21+ and the cover is $12 ($20 
gets you a tote bag, too). Portland metal 
misfits Gaytheist, minimal-synth charmers 
Roladex, ruthless, marauding street-punks 
Steal Shit Do Drugs, gauzy dance-popster 
Hibou, and a secret headliner bring the 
live heat. This is a wonderful concept that 
should boost awareness of Seattle's thriving 
underground-music infrastructure. Make 
some key connections while you're at it. 
DAVE SEGAL 

Tony Joe White, Michael Wohl 

(Sunset) Tony Joe White's new album is Rain 
Crow, and he doesn't sound ready to die. He 
sounds ready to give up. I find that scarier. 
He's written hits for Elvis, Tina Turner, Brook 
Benton, and Tom Jones, but his own voice, 
at 72, while not quite as set-in-quartz as 


Bill Callahan's, comes down plain, simple, 
croaky. Everything about this album is 
low-key, which is why I ignored it at first, 
until I turned it up, until I could hear small 
variants, sand shifting, the concentration of 
a convict watching shadows shift on his wall, 
waiting for a scuttling roach to shudder 
his mind. All small stories—of recognition, 
appreciation, rejection—become big stories 
under the headphone microscope. ANDREW 
HAMLIN 

Holy Grail, Exmortus, 

Spellcaster, Nasty Bits 

(Highline) It's difficult to describe the appeal 
of heavy metal in 2016. Roaring guitars 
haven't been a significant part of serious 
rock or pop music in more than a decade, 
and what good is fantastic escapism in the 
face of the emotive plaintiveness of indie, 
the streetwise swagger of hiphop, or the 
sexual catharsis of R&B? The best I can do is 
quote former Top Gear host (and conserva¬ 
tive pro-Brexit doofus) Jeremy Clarkson: 
Speed is the only truly modern sensation. So, 
yes, even though traditional shredders Holy 
Grail, Spellcaster, and especially Exmor¬ 
tus sound like they've been cryogenically 
frozen since 1986, the music they make is 
still as cutting edge and vital as it ever was. 
Feelings are fine the rest of the workweek, 
but Saturday night is for speed. JOSEPH 
SCHAFER 


SUNDAY 7/17 


You're recovering from catching Phish at the 
Gorge—we understand. 


MONDAY 7/18 


Twenty One Pilots 

(WaMu Theater, all ages) It's not surprising 


Ohio duo Twenty One Pilots have become 
so successful. As songwriters, they've 
ripped bits of influence from around the 
proven-popular-music landscape—from 
the approachability of Bruno Mars to the 
anthem-chasing of the Lumineers and 
plainspoken lyricism of Macklemore—and 
disguised their pandering with enough 
face paint and stage energy to seem 
edgy or experimental to the average 
middle-schooler (but safe enough for their 
parents), and fake-rapped all the way to 
the bank. Their ability to tickle the famil¬ 
iarity sensors in the minds of casual young 
music fans and whisper nonsensical angst 
rhymes that are vague enough to feign 
artsy-ness yet simplistic enough to not fly 
over anyone's head must appear an admi¬ 
rable trait to a tastemaker with a checklist 
somewhere, but does that mean we have 
to let it pollute the minds of our young? 
Hide your children. TODD HAMM 

Ne Obliviscaris, Black 
Crown Initiate, Starkill 

(Crocodile, all ages) Highly indulgent 
Aussies Ne Obliviscaris register as the 
death-metal equivalent of the oversize 
nectar canister that is the Foster's lager 
oil can: all about giving you more. Also, if 
either is consumed in unadvisable quanti¬ 
ties, a wicked headache will likely ensue. 
Favoring elaborate, symphonic rippers 
dissected into multipart suites as long and 
winding as a staircase down to the burn¬ 
ing depths of hell, this bunch even boasts 
a violinist who doubles as an operatic 
crooner. He gives soaring voice to wordy 
jams like "Painters of the Tempest (Part II): 
Triptych Lux," the 16-minute centerpiece of 
the band's latest album. Citadel. Every¬ 
thing's bigger in Australia, dude. JASON 
BRACELIN 


TUESDAY 7/19 


Inter Arma, Withered, Githyanki 

(Barboza) There's a song called "'sblood" on 
Inter Arma's 2013 full-length Sky Burial that 
runs six minutes and 21 seconds, during the 
course of which the guitars never deviate 
from one note and the drummer never hits 
any of his cymbals. This might sound like 
some overly conceptual minimalism for a 
bunch of crusty metal dudes from the South, 
but at no point does the Richmond band's 
austerity measures seem like an exercise 
in restraint. If anything, the song could be 
twice as long and it would still pump adrena¬ 
line through the listener's veins. It's a prime 
example of Inter Arma's ability to play with 
the boundaries of metal while still deliver¬ 
ing the punishing goods, a trait that remains 
constant in their back catalog and through 
their excellent new album. Paradise Gallows. 
BRIAN COOK 

EPMD, Ambush, DMS, Flawless 
Tha Don, Tre Ross 

(Crocodile) EPMD's 1988 debut LP, Strictly Busi¬ 
ness, still sounds like transcendental hiphop 
to me (granted, we were calling it "rap" at 
the time). Beats burble instead of stomp, the 
samples set up an autonomous zone where 
Steve Miller and Kool & the Gang might share 
common ground and maybe even a game of 
dominoes. And the rapping, while once paro¬ 
died by Bobby Jimmy and the Critters with 
the sound of a man falling asleep, chuckled 
and guffawed, and repeated itself, reminding 
us of more common ground with picnick¬ 
ers and beer drinkers all across whatever we 
call America. Yes, they fell out, fell back in, 
dropped the samples, pumped up the guest 
artists, slathered the n-word across whatever 
was left. But they held—even if it slipped—sa- 
tori. ANDREW HAMLIN 


fflGHLiNj; 


Friday, July 

DALEK 

Crypts 

Teeph 

9PM, $10-$ 12 


Saturday, July 16 

HOLY GRAIL 

Exmortus 
Spellcaster 
DJ Roaringblood 

9PM, $10-$ 12 


Sunday, July 17 

CHARLATAN 
YourYoungBody 
Illuminati Sex Party 

9PM, $8-$10 


Friday, July 22 

UNDERGANG 
Spectral Voice 
Temple of Abandonment 

9PM, $10-$ 12 


Monday, July 25 

ATRIARCH 
Sabbath Assembly 
Eye of Nix 
Nox Velum 

9PM, $10-$ 12 


Tuesday, July 26 
Mechanismus presents 

IVARDENSPHERE 

Cyanotic 

Iszoloscope 

9PM $15-$20 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 


;e-i 


PRI 7/ I 5 jMM-D pfThl I'jtnAOuijftad 

SOULR 

featuring Astro Kin# Phoefli 
ei Uni, awe 

and Hc-vercnd LHhIId 'a ,Vf $7 

SAT T/l£ MW pm 

CEREMONY pmenb T1MEWARF 

AwLu-Ing WHh Even Slack stone 
arid Chance Green iW ££ 

SUN VU/mopm 

FLAMMABLE 

ftest Gdast's bngesl running house night 
wfli WftSfcy Hornes irw3 &iriLyrra 4TS10 

WGW7/I-S tf/ 9 pm 

MONSTER PLANET a- 

Featuring Chris Hogam FYTVflE FLVRT. 
Gel-Sol Fm luring Oaqo FAarla. Hsnssert 
KFO. and bsaveTrattbenlsaecie. 


TSUTfid 

sun r/ii m « m 

MATCHGAME 

Theslnwlc U-ln-lhr- N.i nk TV gnme 

H r?taiweiil«l os flti (netting, Inal, 
paced, iiv* Impm hrtmctlv* or 

Ihp bnvjdy tla&ttc. Pflrrtintic prtzw! rfSft 

TUEt/lStW 7pm 

SEATTLE POETRY SLAM 

L-Hiinlii'* LiVigodi Running Wrokly Etat-w! A 
ol Iff ?pnW 

Slgfi up./a .30,117-,Op*.. Mi.: $4 


www. retfarseatf Ee.com 

£ 1114 Hotittir sr - Seattle ^ 


.. . . EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

NEETARH JT, 7.26 KITCHEN DWELLERS 

tlzzoo ii 7.27 JESSICA LURIE'S 

2066322020 FREETHIOPIQUES 

www.nectarlounge.com 7 2 g JOHN BROWN'S BODY 

7.29 FIVE ALARM FUNK 

7.30 PRINCE VS MICHAEL 

7.14 Thursday (Haitian Roots) pArr I^ACC 

u^?ne M,Z,K(9pcHaitianRO ° tS) SJ ZIGGI RECADO 

.. 8.4 YAIMA 

7.15 Friday (Rock) 8.5 TRL 

JULIEN-K 8.6 JAI HO! 

Life as Cinema, Lo' There, Bomb Shelter 8.7 TOWN MOUNTAIN 

TJZ'hJhJJ 8.10 DEVON ALLMAN BAND 

DARK TIME SUNSHINE r»iw EING ' 

PIGEON JOHN rIFmEcc SSfiSf, .me 

The Chicharones, Asphate, Ali Baker, MANATEE COMMUNE 

Graves 33 8.15 FRED WESLEY + SKERIK 

8.16 B-SIDE PLAYERS 

7.19 Tuesday (Folk/Americana) 8.18 THE SOUL REBELS 

LRRAWSLOW 8. 19 JIMMY WEEKS PROJECT 

THE GOTHARD SISTERS 8 . 20 ka M |NANDA 

7 20 Wednesday (Rock) 8.21 THE STONE FOXES 

SHERWOOD 8.23 RED BARAAT 

Tyson Motsenbocker, Fialta BUSDRIVER 

8.25 SWINDLER 

7.21 Thursday (Ska/Rock) 8.26 JERRY GARCIA 

JONNY SONIC CELEBRATION 

Black Plastic Clouds, Irukanji PROBLEM 

7.22 Friday (Funk/Jazz) 8.21 REBELLION 

CRACK SABBATH THE RECALLER 

Inhalen, DJ Johnny Horn (KEXP) 8.30 MORGAN HERITAGE 

9.2 EROTIC CITY 

, Sa^y (Reggae) PRINCE TRIBUTE 

CTOtA/M ADDITC 9 4 BLACK UHURU 

?h E ?^ TOWN ORBITS 9.8 NAPPY ROOTS 

e ... r ! e ....' 9 ... 9.9 JOHN KANDLECIK 

7.26 Tuesday (Bluegrass) 9.10 DUMPSTAPHUNK 

KITCHEN DWELLERS 9.11 LUCIANO 

Rusty Cleavers 9.17 LEE "SCRATCH" PERRY 
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FOALS 

WITH uULSTi 



SEPTEMBER 23 

THE PARAMOUNT ^ 

r IC KETS ON SALE F Ri DAY AT 1 GAM 9 



I NT* WI^T M*^«WV«rW ftn WW 


TH 


7/13 

WEDNESDAY 



CROCODILE 


KEXP, The Crocodile & Take Warning Present:: 

Mitski - SOLD OUT 

Japanese Breakfast, Jay Som All Ages 


7/14 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The World/Inferno Friendship 
Society & Sulture Shock 


The Pickpocket Revue All Ages 


7/15 

FRIDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

General Mojo’s (Album Release) 

Industrial Revelation, Heels to the Hardwood, 
Scarlet Parke 21 + 


7/16 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Moneta 

Joyfield, Hatters, Marsalis 

All Ages 


7/16 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile & American Standard Time Present:: 

Tony Joe White @ The Sunset 

Michael Wohl 

21 + 


7/17 

SUNDAY 



The Crocodile & ReignCity Present:: 

Asher Roth + Larry June 


All Ages 




Sat 10/8 

CUNNIN- 

LYNGUISTS 


7/18 NE OBLIVISCARIS 7/19 EPMD 7/21 SY ARI DA KID 7/22 RAVE CAVE 7/23 RICHIE ALDENTE 
7/26 YONI & GETI 7/29 BJ THE CHICAGO KID 7/30 THE AUGUSTINES 7/31 OZOMATLI 8/2 HURRAY FOR 
RIFF RAFF 8/3 THE SHEEPDOGS 8/5 RECKLESS KELLY 8/6 WAVVES 8/7 YO LA TENGO 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM * 




August 13 

Neptune Theatre 


TRUE WEST PRESENTS 


iv.< nimbLiHM r L. i mi 


JULY 16 | NEPTUNE MATHE 

STGPRESENTS.ORG 


ON SALE THIS FRIDAY! 
.TWONIOHTS!* 

NOVEMBER 3 & 4 

TRIPLE DOOR 

GET TECK6TS AT 
TMETR3Pi.EDOOR.NET 


SARAH 

JAROSZ 

■V D 


OTHER UPCOMING SHOWS AT THE TRIPLE DOOR; 

GREG BROWN - 10/9 I AL STEWART & GARY WRIGHT 
IR IS DEMENT -11/10 W/THE EMPTY POCKETS - 1 0/12 

GET TICKETS AT STGPRESENTS.ORG 




SATURDAY 8/27 

CHASTITY BELT 

SO PITTED + HAPPY DIVING 
8PM DOORS || ALL AGES, BAR WITH ID 



TUESDAY 8/30 

RUSSIAN CIRCLES 

CLOAKROOM 
8PM DOORS || 21+ 

i * 2j i 

|!r * 

SATURDAY 9/10 

THE DEAR HUNTER 

EISLEY +GAVIN CASTLETON 
8PM DOORS || ALL AGES, BAR WITH ID 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM - THE BARBOZA.COM - MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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THIN T DO MUSIC 


All the Shows Happening This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com $0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 7/13 


BARBOZA Lawrence with 
Breaks and Swells, 8 pm, 

$12 

CAFE RACER Pocket Vinyl, 
Moon Light Kingdom, 
Veronica Malki, 9 pm- 
midnight 
CAPITOL CIDER 
StephanDrew Band with 
Sarah Christine, 8-10:30 
pm, free 

CROCODILE© Faris, 

6:30 pm, $10; ★ © Mitski, 
Japanese Breakfast, Jay 
Som, 8 pm, $12 
© THE FUNHOUSE 
RickRated, 7:30 pm, $8/$ 10 
HIGH DIVE Brother Dege 
and the Brethren, Reverend 
Bear, Ghost Train Trio, 8 
pm, $6/$8 

HIGHWAY 99 James Howard 
Band, 8 pm, $7; Zydeco Rex, 
8 pm, $7 

★ LO-FI Josh Medina, 

LFZ, House II, Offing, DJ 
Degenerate, 8-11 pm, $8 
NECTAR Boogat, En Canto, 
DJ Chilly, 8 pm, $10 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE Jon 
Bellion, 7 pm, $17/$18.50 
OHANA Live Island Music, 
9:30 pm, free 

PARAGON Two Buck Chuck, 
8 pm, free 
THE ROYAL ROOM 
Flamenco with Melinda 
Hedgecorth, Jed Miley, and 
Alfonso Cid, 7:30 pm, $15 
SUBSTATION Yada Yada 
Blues Band, 8 pm; The 
Insinuators with Thom 
Celica, 8 pm, $6 

★ SUNSET TAVERN 
Margaret Glaspy, Kevin 
Murphy, 8:30 pm, $12 
TRACTOR TAVERN 
HARPS, Sea Salt, Beautiful 
Machines, 9 pm, $8 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Michael Navedo 
and Brazil Novo, 9 pm, free 

p rx+4 

© JAZZ ALLEY Pearl 
Django with Don 
Stiernberg, Through July 13, 
7:30 pm, $29.50 

★ VERMILLION Tables 
& Chairs Presents, 8 pm, 

$5-$ 15 Suggested Donation 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Bollocks 
BASTILLE CAFE BAR Le 

Verlan with DJ Paces Lift, 
8-11 pm, free 
CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays, 9 pm, free 
HAVANA COOLIN: DJ Night 
with Stasia Mehschel and 
Larry Mizell, Jr., 10 pm, $3 

★ LO-FI Josh Medina, 

LFZ, House II, Offing, DJ 
Degenerate, 8-11 pm, $8 
LOVECITYLOVE 
LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 

$5/$ 10 

MERCURY Rezonance: DJ 
Chadeau, 9 pm, $3 

★ Q NIGHTCLUB FWD: 

Toro Y Moi (DJ Set), 9 pm-3 
am, $15 

REVOLVER BAR ★ DJ Kurt 
Bloch, 9 pm; Top of the 
Pops: DJ Jimi C, 10 pm, free 
STUDIO SEVEN Electric 
Wednesday 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL Seattle 
Chamber Music Society 
Summer Concert, 8 pm, 
$16-$55 

★ © VOLUNTEER PARK 


Music Under the Stars on 
Capitol Hill, 7:15 pm, free 


THURS 7/14 


AMBER Cuts and Keys, 7 
pm-midnight, free 
BLUE MOON TAVERN The 
Gift Machine, The Jesus 
Chords, Yr Heart Breaks, 9 
pm, $7 

CENTRAL SALOON LB., 
Ghostblood, Blame the 
Wizards, Freeway Park, 8 
pm, $5/$8 

chop suey Vaudeville 
Etiquette, Henry Wagons, 
Jaime Wyatt, Massy 
Ferguson, 8 pm, $11 
CONOR BYRNE The 
Wayside, The Meadow 
Roads, Jonestown Blood, 

8 pm, $8 

© CROCODILE The World/ 
Inferno Friendship Society 
and Culture Shock with 
The Pickpocket Revue, 8 
pm, $15 

THE FUNHOUSE Machin', 

It Gets Worse, Gully, 8 pm, 
$ 8/$10 

GHOSTFISH BREWING 
COMPANY George Grissom, 
6 pm 

© GORGE AMPHITHEATRE 

Phish, $61 -$1310 
HIGH DIVE The Heavy Eyes, 
Witch Rippers, ATALLA, 
Mother Crone, 8 pm, $8/$10 
HIGHWAY 99 Kevin Andrew 
Sutton and the Northwest 
All-Stars, 8 pm, $7 
NECTAR Lakou Muzik, 
Unite-One, 8 pm, $13 
NEPTUNE THEATRE Women 
Who Swing, 7:30 pm, free 
© NEUMOS KnowMads, 

The Bad Tenants, All Star 
Opera, DJ Indica Jones, 8 
pm, $12 

OLYMPIC SCULPTURE 
PARK Summer at SAM: 
Members Appreciation 
Night, 6-8 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Guti, 9 pm-2 am, $13 
RENDEZVOUS JuJu Twist, 
8:30 pm, $10 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM Psych 
Fest, July 14-16, 7:30 pm, 

$10 per day 

SEAMONSTER Marmalade, 
10 pm, $5-$7 

© SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 

Grace Love and The True 
Loves, 5 pm, free 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
The Hooten Hallers, The 
Jackrabbit Starts, 8 pm, $7 
© STUDIO SEVEN Keith 
Tribou, 6:45 pm, $11/$14 
SUBSTATION Sonic 
Medicine, Hostile Makeover, 
Fragile Weapons, 8 pm, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN Ben 
Caplan, Hilary Scott, Gabriel 
Mintz, 9 pm, $8 

★ © TOLT-MCDONALD 
PARK Timber! Outdoor 
Music Festival, July 14-16, 8 
pm, $30-$55 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Casey MacGill, 

5:30 pm, free 

© WASHINGTON CENTER 
FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS The Nashville Tribute 
Band, 7:30 pm, $10-$20 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca: 

Phil Sparks Trio, Adam 
Kessler, 9 pm, free 

© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Earshot Series: Jazz, 
The 2nd Century, 8 pm, 

$5-$15 

© JAZZ ALLEY Sergio 
Mendes: 50 Years: 


Celebration of Brazil '66, 
July 14-17, $59.00 
NEPTUNE THEATRE Women 
Who Swing, 7:30 pm, free 
PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac, 8 
pm, free 

© SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO 

Chris James Quartet, 7 
pm, free 

© TRIPLE DOOR Ed 

Reed Quintet with Anton 
Schwartz, 7:30 pm, $20/$25 

EH 

AMBER Cuts and Keys, 7 
pm-midnight, free 
BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays: DJ Tamm of KISS 
fm, 9 pm 

BALTIC ROOM Sugar Beat: 
DJ Bret Law, $3 
CONTOUR Jaded 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama: DJ Nitty Gritty and 
DJ Sad Bastard, free 
JAZZBONES College Night: 
DJ Christyle, 9 pm 

★ KREMWERK Motor: 
Ancient Methods, 
Derivatives, Lust Strength, 
Biome, 9 pm, $12-$36 
MONKEY LOFT Yo Yo Yoga: 
Thursdays on the Deck with 
Audrey Dohm and Recess, 
5:30-7 pm Thru Sept 1, 

$15/$20 

OHANA '80s Ladies Night 
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Guti, 9 pm-2 am, $13 
R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow 

THERAPY LOUNGE Therapy 
Sessions: EJ Franco and 
Matson, 10 pm 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays: DJ Yup and 
Catch24, free 


FRI 7/15 


BARBOZA Little Scream 
with Blake, 7 pm, $10 
BLACK LODGE Manhunt, 
Total Isolation, Savage, 
Plaster, 8:30 pm, $8 
CAFE RACER Blind Uncle 
Harry with Eric Apoe, 9 
pm, free 

© CENTURYLINK FIELD 
EVENT CENTER Brit Floyd: 
The World's Greatest Pink 
Floyd Show, 7 pm, $30-$60 
CHINA HARBOR Orquesta 
la Solucion, 9:30 pm, $15 

★ CHOP SUEY A Frames, 
The Spits, Jonathan 
Richman: A Benefit For Cara 
Joy Clausen, 8 pm, $18/$20 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Blue Moon Daughter, 6:30 
pm, free 

CONOR BYRNE Slings and 
Arrows, Dante's Mirrors, 9 
pm, $8 

CROCODILE General 
Mojo's, Industrial 
Revelation, Heels to the 
Hardwood, Scarlet Parke, 8 
pm, $10 

© EL CORAZON Seattle 
Swelter 2K16, July 15-16, 6 
pm, $10-$15/day 

★ FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Newaxeyes, Aeon Fux, Lilac, 
Canh Solo, DJ Salinger: 

The 8th Passenger Cassette 
Release Show, 7 pm-1 am, 
$12-$30 

© GORGE AMPHITHEATRE 

Phish, $61 -$1310 
© GRAND HERON Kurt 
Cobain Days: A Celebration 
of the Musical Heritage of 
Grays Harbor, 6-9 pm, free 
HARD ROCK CAFE Skye, 8 
pm, $ 10/$ 12 

★ HIGHLINE Dalek, Crypts, 
Teeph, 9 pm, $10/$ 12 

HIGHWAY 99 Randy 


Oxford's All-Star Slam 
with Wee Willie Walker, 8 
pm, $18 

LO-FI Eggshells, A Night of 
Joy, Kirt Debique, 9 pm, $8 

★ © LUCKY LIQUOR Arctic 
Flowers, Arcane, Sloppy 
Kisses, Bacteria, 7:30 pm, 
$5/$8 

NECTAR Julien-K, Life as 
Cinema, Lo' There, The 
Bomb Shelter, 8 pm, $10 
NEUMOS Mark Farina, 
Ramiro — Uniting Souls, 
Joey Webb, 8 pm, $18 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Wreckless Freeks, Fearporn, 
Choke The Pope, Severhead, 
9 pm-1 am, free 
RENDEZVOUS Shit Ghost 
with the Western Red 
Penguins and Pheso, 9:45 
pm, $6/$8 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM Psych 
Fest, Through July 16, 7:30 
pm, $10 per day 
SEAMONSTER Funky 2 
Death, 10 pm, $5-$7 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Kaffeine, Micah James, 9 
pm, $7 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

Radio Raheem and Kim 
Virant, 7 pm, $7 
SPINNAKER BAY BREWING 
All-Star Women's Blues Jam: 
Guests, free 
© STUDIO SEVEN Rest 
Repose, Jared Dines, Ryan 
Bruce, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
SUBSTATION Beatrix Sky, 
Summer Underground, Hell 
Mary, 8 pm, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN Billy 
Strings with Rain City 
Ramblers, 9 pm, $10 

★ © TOLT-MCDONALD 
PARK Timber! Outdoor 
Music Festival, Through July 
16, 8 pm, $30-$55 
TRACTOR TAVERN Dave 
and Phil Alvin with The 
Guilty Ones and The 
Americans, 9 pm, $25 

© TRIPLE DOOR Mycle 
Wastman, 10 pm, $28/$32 
VERMILLION Wildstyle, 10 
pm, free 

W1&+A 

© JAZZ ALLEY Sergio 
Mendes: 50 Years: 
Celebration of Brazil '66, 
Through July 17, $59.00 
LATONAPUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 

EH 

ASTON MANOR Cabaret 
Fridays: Guests 
BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday: Guests, 9 pm 
BALMARTop 40: Guests, 
9:30 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM 
Fundamental Fridays: 

Guests; ★ Juicy: '90s & 2000s 
Old School Throwbacks, $10 
BARBOZA Jet: Dance Party 
DJ Set, 10:30 pm, free 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
HAVANA Viva Havana: Soul 
One, Sean Cee, Curtis, 
Nostalgia B, and DV One, 9 
pm, $11 

HIGH DIVE 90'S 
Underground, 8 pm, 

$ 10/$ 12 

JAZZBONES Filthy Fridays: 
Guests, 11 pm, $10 
MERCURY Black Light 
District: Skinlayers and 
Psyop, 9 pm, $5 
NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays: DJ Richard Dalton 
and DJ Trent Von, 9 pm 
OZZIE’S DJs, 9 pm, free 
R PLACE Swollen Fridays, 

9 pm 

★ RE-BAR Hydro Funk: 




MON - THU: 51»M TO 2AM 
F1U - SUN: 31»M TO 2AM 

PONYSEAmE.COM 


i>Aiir mt nr uom 

SPECIALS! 

CANS OF 01V 
& HAMMS 


12-4 


SOi 




. #NotYourTypicalThaiFood . 


®NEPTUN€ 

1303NE45TH ST 


NEXT WEEK! JULY 19 

THEJAYHAWKS 

GP FERNANDO V1CIC0NTE 


JULY 28 

NIGHTS AT THE NEPTUNE I FREE 

THE GLOSSARY: 
PERSPECTIVES DEFINED 
BY ART 

AUGUST 2 

THIS PATH TONIGHT TOUR 

GRAHAM NASH 

AUGUST 3 

ALUNAGEORGE 

cP kari faux 

AUGUST II 

RAVE OFTHRONES 
featuring 
KRISTIAN NAIRN 
(DJ HODOR) 

FRI AUGUST 12 

EDGAR WINTER BAND 

AUGUST 17 

CONSCIOUS TOUR 2016 

BROODS 

^JARRYD JAMES 

FRI AUGUST 19 

DIGIT0UR SUMMER 

p 1 JAKE T. AUSTIN, BABY ARIEL, 
DYLAN DAUZAT, RICKEY THOMPSON 
& MORE! 


SAT AUGUST 20 

HASAN MINHAJ: 
HOMECOMING KING 

FRI AUGUST 26 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 

SUICIDE SQUEEZE 

dP MINUS THE BEAR 
THIS WILL DESTROYYOU 

DAVID BAZAN’S HEADPHONES 
SIX PARTS SEVEN • MICHAEL NAU 


AUGUST 28 

BELLY 


SEPTEMBER I 

DOUG LOVES MOVIES 

LIVE PODCAST TAPING 
SEPTEMBER 4 

JOSH GARRELS 

cP PILGRIM 

* SEPTEMBER 7 I ON SALE NOW! 

A BRIAN FALLON 
AP & THE CROWES 


FRI SEPTEMBER 9 
MONDO MUNO TOUR 2016 

THE MAVERICKS 

SEPTEMBER 15 

CHARLES BRADLEY 
& HIS EXTRAORDINAIRES 


ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
\VX0\ SEPTEMBER 21 

OTW&STG PRESENT 
MOTELVISION TOUR 

SAINT MOTEL 

C$3 WEATHERS 

ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
W OCTOBER 4 

DANNY BROWN 

! ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
OCTOBER 27 

THE NAKED AND FAMOUS 

CPXYL0 


JUpcbl ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
AP p SAT NOVEMBER 12 

G0LDR00M & AUTOGRAF 


ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
NOVEMBER 16 

THE POSIES 


ON SALE NOW! 


HAYES CARLLI JULY 16 • QUINCY JONES I AUG 6 
WOLF PARADE I AUG 7 & 8 • SARAH JAROSZI AUG 13 
COLVIN & EARLE I AUG 21 • BLOC PARTY I SEPT 17 • MARY CHAPIN CARPENTER I SEPT 18 
THE TEMPER TRAP I SEPT 20 • LANYI SEPT 28 • PEACHES I SEPT 30 • ERIC HUTCHINSON I OCT 5 
SAM FELDT & BAKERMATI OCT 6 • OKKERVIL RIVER I OCT 8 Jk 

| THE PROCLAIMERSI OCT 13 - DONOVAN I OCT 15 * W. KAMAU BELL I OCT 20 d 
T BILLY BRAGG & JOE HENRY I OCT 21-BLIND PILOT I OCT 22-THE SONICSI OCT 28 T 

Ls> DESCENDENTSI NOV 9 & 10 * JOHN HODGMANI NOV II - BRIDGET EVERETT I DEC 3 

KIDZ BOP I DEC 10 • ROBERT GLASPER EXPERIMENT I DEC 14 


SjG 


SEATTLE 

THEATRE 

GROUP 


STGPRESENTS.ORG 

(877) 784-4849 


NEPTUNE 
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THINGS TO DO All the Shows Happening This Week 


OCNotes and Proh Mic, 

9 pm 

STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm, free 
THERAPY LOUNGE Under 
Pressure, 9:30 pm, $3 after 
10:30 p.m. 

TRINITY Power Fridays: DJ 
Phase, Guy, Soul Gorilla, 
and DJ Famous, $0-$10 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Fellowship of the Ring with 
the Seattle Symphony, July 
15-17, 8 pm, $61 -$252 
© BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL Seattle 
Chamber Music Society 
Summer Concert, 8 pm, 
$16-$55 

★ © COLUMBIA PARK 

Music Under the Stars in 
Columbia City, 7:15 pm, free 

★ © FREEWAY PARK 
Music Under the Stars on 
First Hill, 7:15 pm, free 

© ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Icicle Creek 
Chamber Music Festival, 

$12-$24 


SAT 7/16 


© AMANDINE BAKESHOP 

Saturday Lounge: DJ 
Beanone, 1-4 pm, free 
BARBOZA Youryoungbody, 
Nightspace, Aeon Fux, 7 
pm, $10 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD 
CASINO Johnny and the 
Bad Boys and DJ Becka 
Page, 9 pm, $5 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Chris Lister, 10:30 pm, 
free; Aaron Crawford, 8:30 
pm, $15 

CONOR BYRNE Chad Bault, 
Pearls, Robert Deeble, 9 
pm, $8 

© EL CORAZON Seattle 
Swelter 2K16, Through July 
16, 6 pm, $10-$15/day 

★ © FRED WILDLIFE 
REFUGE Channel Fest: An 
All-Day Showcase of Seattle 
Record Labels, 16, noon-2 
am, free 

© GORGE AMPHITHEATRE 

Phish, $61 -$1310 
© GRAND HERON Kurt 
Cobain Days: A Celebration 
of the Musical Heritage 
of Grays Harbor, 11 am-8 
pm, free 

HARD ROCK CAFE 

Superfekta, 8 pm, $10/$ 15 
HIGH DIVE American Island, 
Money Pit, Moments, 
Afterwords, 8 pm, $8/$10 

★ HIGHLINE Holy Grail, 
Exmortus, Spelicaster, 

DJ Roaringblood, 9 pm, 

$ 10 /$ 12 

HIGHWAY 99 DoctorfunK, 

8 pm, $20 

LUCKY LIQUOR FCON, Kids 
On Fire, The TBA, Land of 
Wolves, 9 pm, $8 

★ © MARYMOOR PARK 
Barenaked Ladies, OMD, 
Howard Jones, 6 pm, 
$44.50-$79.50 
NECTAR Pigeon John, 

Dark Time Sunshine, The 
Chicharones, Asphate, AM 
Baker & The Assistance, 
Graves 33, 8 pm, $10 
NEPTUNE THEATRE Hayes 
Carll with Ashleigh Flynn, 7 
pm, $21/$23.50 
NEUMOS Ten Miles Wide, 
Van Eps, Devils Hunt Me 
Down, Intisaar: Album 
Release Show, 8 pm, $10 

★ NORTHWEST FILM 
FORUM #Comments, 9 
pm, $8 

© REDMOND TOWN 
CENTER The Banner Days: 
Redmond Summer Concert 
Series, 5:30-7:30 pm, free 
RENDEZVOUS The Hoyer 
Brothers, Jazmarae, Fort 
Vine, The Cosmic Shuffle, 

8 pm, $8 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM Psych 
Fest, Through July 16, 7:30 
pm, $10 per day 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Crushpile, Pinned Red, 
Millhous, 9 pm, $7 
SUBSTATION Side Hammer, 
The Breaking, Kimo Muraki, 
5-9 pm, $6 


★ SUNSET TAVERN Tony 
Joe White with Michael 
Wohl, 8:30 pm, $20 

★ © TOLT-MCDONALD 
PARK Timber! Outdoor 
Music Festival, Through July 
16, 8 pm, $30-$55 
©TRIPLEDOOR Kalimba: 
The Spirit of Earth, Wind, 
and Fire, 8 pm, $25/$30 
VERMILLION Pad Pushers: 
Guests, 9 pm, free 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free; Danny 
Quintero, 9:30 pm, free 

★ © WAMU THEATER 
Meghan Trainor with Hailee 
Steinfeld: The Untouchable 
Tour, 7 pm, $26.95-$56.95 

ll\kA 

© JAZZ ALLEY Sergio 
Mendes: 50 Years: 
Celebration of Brazil '66, 
Through July 17, $59.00 
SEAMONSTER Freudian 
Slurp, 10-11:30 pm, $7 

ED 

AMBER Amber Saturdays 
with DJ Kipprawk, free 
ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays: Guests 
BALLARD LOFT Hiphop 
Saturdays: DJ Pheloneous, 

DJ Tamm of KISS fm, and DJ 
Brett Michaels, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays: Guests, 9 pm 
BALMARTop 40 Night: 
Guests, 9:30 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays: McClarron and 
Swel, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Inferno: DJ 
Swervewon, 10:30 pm, $5 
before 12/$ 10 after 
BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 
'90s Dance Party, 9 pm 
CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, $5 
CORBU LOUNGE Saturday 
Night Live: DJ BBoy and 
DJ 5 Star 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
HAVANA Havana Social: 
Nostalgia B, Curtis, Soul 
One, Sean Cee, and DV 
One, 9 pm, $15 
KREMWERK SpaceRock 
Saturdays Patio Pop-Up, 

6-11 pm, free 

LO-FI Snap! 90's Dance 
Party, 9 pm, $10 
MERCURY Machineries of 
Joy: DJ Hana Solo, $5 
NEIGHBOURS Powermix: DJ 
Randy Schlager 
OZZIE’S DJs, 9 pm, free 
PONY Meat: Amateur 
Youth and Dee Jay Jack 
Q NIGHTCLUB Skylar 
Spence: Summer Tour, 10 
pm-3 am, $15 

R PLACE Therapy Saturday: 
DJ Flo'w 

RE-BAR Ceremony: DJ Evan 
Blackstone, 10 pm, $5 
SARAJEVO LOUNGE 
European/Balkan/Greek 
Night 

STAGE SEATTLE Kulture 
Saturdays: DJ Mixtycal, 

10 pm-2 am, Free before 
10:45pm/$ 15 after 10:45pm 
STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm, free 
THERAPY LOUNGE This 
Modern Love: Guests 
TRINITY Reload Saturdays: 
Rise Over Run & DJ Nug, $15 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Fellowship of the Ring 
with the Seattle Symphony, 
Through July 17, 8 pm, 
$61-$252 

© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Ensemble Audax: 
New Music for Old Souls, 8 
pm, $5-$15 

© ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Icicle Creek 
Chamber Music Festival, 
$12-$24 


SUN 7/17 


BARBOZA Vinyl Williams, 
Wall of Ears, HOTT MT, 
Golden Idols, 7 pm, $10 

© CAFE RACER Racer 


Sessions, 7:30-11 pm, free 
CENTRAL SALOON Ramesh 
with Guests, 9 pm, $5/$10 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
The Fawcetts, 6:30 pm, free 
CROCODILE © The Pizza 
Pulpit: Nestoria and Model 
Snake, 6:30 pm, free; © 
Asher Roth and Larry June, 

8 pm, $16 

THE FUNHOUSE Saul, Adara 
Rae & the Homewreckers, 8 
pm, $6/$8 

HIGHLINE Charlatan, 
YourYoungBody, Illuminati 
Sex Party, 9 pm, $8/$10 
LO-FI Spinning Whips, The 
Bloodhounds, The Verner 
Pantons, Sir Coyler and His 
Asthmatic Band, 8 pm, $8 
© SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Kurtis Dengler, 6 pm, $5 
SUNSET TAVERN Paul 
Cauthen, 8 pm, $8 
© TRIPLE DOOR Carson 
McHone and David Luning, 
7:30 pm 

©WAMUTHEATER Die 

Antwoord, 7:30 pm, 
$37.50/$40 

© WOODLAND PARK ZOO 

Phillip Phillips and Matt 
Nathanson with A Great Big 
World, 5 pm, $32.50 

if 

THE ANGRY BEAVER The 

Beaver Sessions, free 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Sunday 
Night Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free 
© FREEWAY PARK Free 
Blues and Cool Jazz in 
Freeway Park 2016, 2-4 pm 
Thru Aug 28, free 
© HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova: Dina Blade, 6 pm, 
free 

© JAZZ ALLEY Sergio 
Mendes: 50 Years: 
Celebration of Brazil '66, 
Through July 17, $59.00 
SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO Shuga 
Sundays, 7:30 pm, free 

★ ©TULA’S Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $8 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE ★ Ruby Bishop, 

6 pm, free; ★ The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Resurrection 
Sundays, 10 pm 
CONTOUR Broken Grooves, 
free 

CORBU LOUNGE Salsa 
Sundays, 9 pm 
NEIGHBOURS Noche Latina 
R PLACE Homo Hop 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 9 pm, 
$10 

★ REVOLVER BAR No Exit: 
DJ Vi, Sun, noon, free 
TIMBRE ROOM Sunday 
Patio Party Series, 4-10 
pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Fellowship of the Ring 
with the Seattle Symphony, 
Through July 17, 8 pm, 
$61-$252 
★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 7/18 


BARBOZA Nicholas Allbrook 
with Fascinator, 8 pm, $12 
BLACK LODGE Huldrekall, 
Barghest, The Vatican, 9 
pm-2 am, $8 
CAFE RACER Chemical 
Clock, Cash Pony, Detlef, 

9-11 pm, free 
CAPITOL CIDER 
EntreMundos, 9:30 pm, free 
CENTRAL SALOON The 
Bloodhounds, 9 pm, $5/$8 
CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam, 8:30 pm, free 
★ © CROCODILE Ne 
Obliviscaris, Black Crown 
Initiate, Starkill, 8 pm, $12 
EL CORAZON Toarn, 
Autumn's War, Rumor Has 
It, Midnight Lights, Velvet 
Grapes, 6:30 pm, $8/$ 10 
THE FUNHOUSE Quel 
Bordel, These Young Fools, 
Molly Hardin, Craig Suede, 


8 pm, $8/$ 10 

© JAZZ ALLEY Marcia Ball, 
7:30 pm, $29.50 
LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law 
RENDEZVOUS Progress 
Band, Under the Puddle, 
Zach Caldwell, Snowday, 
7:30 pm, $6/$8 
©TRIPLEDOOR Francesca 
Blanchard, 7:30 pm, $ 12/$ 15 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
Crossrhythm Sessions, 9 
pm, free 

★ © WAMU THEATER 

Twenty One Pilots, 7 pm, 
$62-$280 

MF»4 

©TRIPLEDOOR Brian 
Nova Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam: 
Mista' Chatman and DJ 
Element, 9 pm 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 

★ THE HIDEOUT Industry 
Standard, free 

★ MOEBAR Moe Bar 
Monday, 10 pm, free 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN Wax 
& Oil, 8-11 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL Seattle 
Chamber Music Society 
Summer Concert, 8 pm, 

$16-$55 

★ © DELRIDGE PARK 

Music Under the Stars in 
West Seattle, 7:15 pm, free 


TUE 7/19 


★ BARBOZA Inter Arma 
with Withered, 8 pm, $10 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Totusek Tuesday Nights, 

8-11 pm, free 

CAFE RACER Jacobs Posse 
CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 
Don Henley, July 19-20, 7 
pm, $75-$150 

★ CROCODILE EPMD: 30th 
Anniversary Tour, 8 pm, $25 
EL CORAZON © James 
Durbin and Dire Fire, 7 pm, 
$10-$40 

FREMONT ABBEY Open 
Arts Mic, 7 pm, free 
LO-FI Johnny Azari, Shaky 
Blankets, Sazerac, Junkyard 
Amy Lee, 8 pm, $8 
NECTAR I Draw Slow with 
The Gothard Sisters, 8 pm, 

$15/$20 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE The 

Jayhawks with Fernando 
Viciconte, 7 pm, $23.50 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN Billy 
Joe and the RCs, 8 pm, free; 
South Sound Tug & Barge, 

9 pm, free 

SEAMONSTER McTuff Trio, 

11 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Gerald 
Sonessa, Jason Kaminski, 
Spencer Carlson, 10 pm, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN Josh 
Eacrett, Atonioni, Anthony 
Lee Phillips, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN StU 
Hamm Rock Experience: 
Greatest Hits Tour, 9 pm, $25 
© TRIPLE DOOR Logan 
Brill, 7:30 pm, $15/$20 

© JAZZ ALLEY Buckwheat 
Zydeco, July 19-20, 7:30 pm, 
$29.50 

OWL N’THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM 

Delvon Lamarr, 10 pm, 
donation 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & Bass 
Tuesdays, 10 pm 
CONTOUR Burn: Voodoo, 9 
pm, free 

CORBU LOUNGE Club NYX 
Wave & Goth, 10 pm, $5 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s: 
BlesOne and Jay Battle, $3; 
free before 11 p.m. 
MERCURY Die: Black Maru 
and Major Tom, $5 

ROB ROY Analog Tuesdays, 
free 


CHOP 30GY 

- 1325 [ MADISON ST- 

HAPPY HOUR M-F 4-8 PM 

$4 WELLS - $3 BEERS - $2 OFF APPETIZERS 



LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR MON-SAT 11PM -2AM 
FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS WWW.CHOPSUEY.COM 


/^STUDIO 

lZ)S EVEN 



UP AND COMING: 8/13 TEXAS HIPPIE 
COALITION 8/18 THE BUNNY THE BEAR 
8/11 CAVI GOLD HEMPFEST AFTERPARY 
8/20 FASTER PUSSYCAT 8/22 BELPHEGOR / 
ORIGIN SEVENTH DAY SLUMBER 
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SONIC BOOM Jason Hughes (L) and Nabil Ayers (R) discover that Fremont isn’t free. 

The (Sonic) Boom Years 

A Former Record Store Co-Owner 
Remembers the Good Times 


O n September 27, 1997, Jason and 
I had no fucking idea what we 
were getting ourselves into. We 
were in our mid-20s, both college graduates 
who didn’t want to get real jobs like all of our 
friends had. 

So we opened a record store. 

Sonic Boom Records first appeared as 
an idea only a few months earlier. Neither of 
us had the record store fantasy—something 
most record store owners would claim. Jason 
was a political economy major from Berkeley. 
I’d majored in communications at the Univer¬ 
sity of Puget Sound. We both worked at Easy 
Street Records in West Seattle because we 
wanted to listen to and talk about music all day. 
Jason hosted radio shows on both KCMU and 
KNDD. I played drums in bands and was in the 
process of starting my own small record label. 

We managed to scrape up the money on 
credit cards and a loan from Jason’s mom, 
and we signed a lease on a tiny retail space 
on the main floor of a house at 503 North 36th 
Street in Fremont, the only Seattle neighbor¬ 
hood that we thought could sustain a new 
record store. 

We opened just far enough off the beaten 
path for nobody to notice us. We sometimes 
played three or four albums—that’s how we 
measured time—without a customer entering 
the store. We sat on our couch with nothing 
to do, inhaling the sweet smell that floated up 
from our basement where our landlord, Bill, 
baked all of Alaska Airlines’ cheesecakes. Bill 
was known throughout Fremont as, appropri¬ 
ately enough, Cheesecake. 


BY NABIL AYERS 

Jason continued to work at Easy Street 
two days a week, and I worked the front 
counter at American Music two days a week, 
giving us both a schedule of 13 days on and 
one day off. We put everything we could back 
into the store, sometimes paying ourselves 
$250 every two weeks, or $225 if the store re¬ 
ally needed some extra money to expand the 
Tom Waits section. 

For lunch, we shared one order of cashew 
chicken from Jai Thai and asked for extra 
rice. Marianne who managed Rudy’s Barber 
Shop next door often brought us free soup 
from Bagel Oasis across the street. We traded 
music for food at Longshoreman’s Daughter, 
where Jason met his wife, Tes, who wait- 
ressed there. 

In 1998, Death Cab for Cutie released 
their debut album, Something About Air¬ 
planes. We proudly and ambitiously ordered 
10 copies, a huge number for us at the time. 
The band played a live in-store and helped 
establish Sonic Boom as a hub for Northwest 
indie rock. Nick, the bass player, soon became 
one of our first under-the-table employees. 

Major-label A&R men started calling the 
store asking about Harvey Danger, Modest 
Mouse, Death Cab for Cutie, Vendetta Red, 
and Pedro the Lion. We found them to be a 
welcome source of supplemental income and 
soon had several of their credit cards on file. 
When we were short on rent money, we load¬ 
ed up boxes with local music bound for New 
York and Los Angeles. 

MTV’s The Real World shot a season 
in Seattle for five months in 1998, and one 


afternoon the entire cast of early twenty- 
somethings invaded the store escorted by 
two Seattle police officers, a camera crew, and 
an entourage wearing satin jackets and bark¬ 
ing into headset microphones. We had a brief, 
awkward, on-camera discussion about Mod¬ 
est Mouse with “Nathan.” But he didn’t buy 
anything, and we didn’t make the edit. 

On a rare sunny afternoon, an obvious out- 
of-towner entered the store straight off the 
flight from LAX, wearing wraparound sun¬ 
glasses and crisp better-than-Abercrombie 
gear. 

“Hey, listen.” He looked both ways and ap¬ 
proached us, as if there were other customers 
in the store. “Limp Bizkit is going to be re¬ 
cording down the street for a while. I’m just 
doing a walk-around, quietly letting people 
know what’s up. If you see Fred Durst or any 
of the guys, they just wanna be chill. It’s no 
big deal.” 

Jason and I nodded slowly. Jason was 
likely thinking, “I hate that fucking band. He 
better not come in my store.” I was thinking, 
“I hate that fucking band. I hope he comes in 
my store.” 

We never saw Fred, who was dating Car¬ 
men Electra at the time. Apparently, they got 
in a very loud, public blowout in Rudy’s be¬ 
fore Limp Bizkit even started recording their 
next masterpiece. 

“Fuck fucking Seattle!” Mr. Durst com¬ 
manded. “We’re fucking out of this shithole!” 

On March 1, 2000, Sonic Boom moved to 
3414 Fremont Avenue North, the space sadly 
vacated by Glam-0-Rama. We were now in 


the epicenter of Fremont, and our business 
tripled overnight. 

Indie rock exploded. We sold thousands 
of albums by Elliott Smith, Interpol, Built to 
Spill, Cat Power, the Shins, the White Stripes, 
Grandaddy, and the Strokes. We watched 
hundreds of people line up for Monday mid¬ 
night sales for new albums by Carissa’s 
Wierd, Radiohead, and Weezer. 

Our customer base expanded and included 
Peter Buck, Jeff Ament, Dave Matthews, Duff 
McKagan, and other musicians we never imag¬ 
ined we’d interact with on a regular basis. 

In October 2001, we opened our second 
and much larger store on Market Street in 
Ballard. In March 2003, we opened our third 
store, on 15th Avenue East on Capitol Hill. In 
2004, we expanded the Fremont Avenue store 
into the basement for a vinyl annex, and then 
into the space next door, which became the 
Sonic Boom General Store. 

Suddenly we found ourselves with 23 em¬ 
ployees. One had a stalker who hid creepy 
crayon-drawn notes to him in our CD bins. 
Another had to be fired on his birthday. Two 
of them had to be pulled apart before a fist- 
fight broke out on the store floor. One may 
have saved another one’s life during a seizure. 
Two staff couples have been married (and 
also divorced). 

By 2003, Sonic Boom had developed such 
an industry presence that Hollywood Re¬ 
cords not only sent us regular free shipments 
of the Polyphonic Spree’s excellent debut al¬ 
bum, they also sent in fake customers to buy 
them from us. We had to e-mail the label: 

Dear Hollywood Records: Thank you for 
the free Polyphonic Spree CDs. Please 
keep them coming. You might be sur¬ 
prised to hear that people actually like 
this album, so please stop sending in fake 
customers who are depleting our stock. 
Kind regards, Sonic Boom Records. 

We hosted hundreds of bands over the 
years, including many of our favorites: M.I.A., 
the New Pornographers, Joanna Newsom, 
Supergrass, Spoon, My Morning Jacket, and 
Stephen Malkmus. 

Saul Williams gave an intense, inspiring 
performance in the Ballard store the night 
George W. Bush was reelected. Nikki Sudden 
refused to put out his cigarette when he en¬ 
tered the Fremont store, insisting, “Without 
cigarettes, there would be no rock and roll!” 
An elderly woman fainted in the Capitol Hill 
store during classical violinist Hilary Hahn’s 
packed-beyond-capacity performance, and 
returned the next day with her lawyer son... 
to apologize. 

In 2008,1 moved to New York. Sonic Boom 
has continued to thrive under Jason’s leader¬ 
ship over the past eight years as we scaled 
back our locations to just one in Ballard. Ja¬ 
son recently moved his family to Minneapolis, 
and we are happy to be handing the store 
over to a longtime customer. 

This is a huge thank you to everyone who 
has had anything to do with Sonic Boom Re¬ 
cords over the past 19 years: our employees 
past and present, friends, bands, label and 
distribution partners, local and national me¬ 
dia, and, of course, our customers who have 
been so loyal and supportive over the years. ■ 

Nabil Ayers was the co-owner and proprietor, 
with Jason Hughes, of Sonic Boom Records 
from 1997 to 2016. Read a longer version of 
this story at thestranger.com/music. 
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How Did Cara 
Joy Clausen 
Get Jonathan 
Richman to Play 
Her Benefit? She 
Asked Him. 

BY DAVE SEGAL 

I f you doubt music’s power to console, 
the case of Cara Joy Clausen may per¬ 
suade you otherwise. Stricken with stage 
IV ocular melanoma that’s spread to her 
liver and lungs, the 38-year-old Seattle 
music lover became the subject of a benefit 
show for which she was asked to name her 
dream bill. She listed long-dormant post¬ 
punk legends A Frames (Seattle’s greatest 
rock group of the ’00s), rowdy garage- 
punks the Spits, and pop-punk spark plugs 
Scared of Chaka. 

When the latter band’s drummer broke 
his foot about two weeks before the July 15 
show, organizers needed to find a replace¬ 
ment act ASAP Clausen received the news 
while undergoing her weekly experimental 
cancer treatment in Philadelphia. Scheming 
big, Clausen thought of ex-Modern Lov- 



A Frames, the Spits, 
Jonathan Richman 

Fri July 15, Chop Suey, 

9 pm, $18 adv/$20 DOS, 21 + 

ers frontman Jonathan Richman to replace 
them. 

She e-mailed his management and 
explained how she’d been listening to Rich¬ 
man since her early 20s, and his music 
had comforted her through relationship 
vicissitudes, cross-country trips, and “bad 
haircut decisions.” Clausen attached a pho¬ 
to of Richman and her at last year’s Burger 
Boogaloo festival in Oakland and added a 
poignant closing statement, “Because life is 
short and I wouldn’t mind another chance 
to dance and sing your songs.” 

Soon after, Richman’s assistant re¬ 
sponded that he would mail Clausen’s 
request to him (Richman doesn’t use 
computers), but the message carried a 
pessimistic undertone. However, Clausen 
arose from a nap to see a voice mail from 
an unlisted caller. 

“Cara Joy,” the message began, “it’s Jon¬ 
athan Richman... Count me in. I’ll be there. 
Call me.” 

Cue a flurry of “Ohmygods” from Clau¬ 
sen. She called him back, and they had “an 
amazing conversation about miracles and 
life.” 

Clausen calls Richman’s music itself 
miraculous. “He brings a warmth and 
earnestness to his songs and his perfor¬ 
mances,” she says. “The simplicity of his 
style, his straightforward words, and his 
catchy hooks are right up my alley.” 

Currently, Clausen is “on a clinical trial 
that they’re still trying to determine if it is 
working. I try to live each day purposefully 
and gratefully.” ■ 
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SUSAN JONES 

Susan Jones brings her decades 
of comedy and radio experience 
to the stage with some seriously 
funny girl talk. Susan won Jack FM 
and Snoqualmie Casino's Funniest 
Comedian in Washington contest. Club 
Casino's Jokers Run Funniest Comedian 
contest, was a finalist in the"Funniest 
Woman in California" competition, 
and can be seen in the independent 
film"Homeless". 

(COMEDY - 109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
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SEATTLE 
ART FAIR 

AUGUST 4-7 2016 

CenturyLink Field Event Center 

seattleartfair.com 
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ART 


The Queen Protester of 
Baton Rouge: An Art Review 

BY JEN GRAVES 


L ooking at all the photographs he took 
at the Baton Rouge Black Lives Matter 
protests on July 9, Jonathan Bachman knew 
right away which shot was the shot. 

The way the Reuters freelance photog¬ 
rapher saw it, the woman “was making her 
stand,” he later told the Atlantic. “To me it 
seemed like: You're going to have to come and 
get me.” 

One commenter on the original Reuters 
tweet hissed, “Looks more like dressed up for 
her minute of fame.” 

Bachman never met the woman and didn’t 
get her name; later it was reported to be 
Ieshia Evans. 

The Reuters commenter is upset for the 
very reason the image is so powerful to many 
other people. 

It’s a picture of a Black woman controlling 
the picture. Evans is the co-artist, not just a 
captured subject. Of course she is posing. She 
assumes a stance in which a photographer can 
make her appear to be enchanting, casting a 
spell on, the armed government. 

In their rush to overwhelm a slender, 
pretty, cooperative young woman in a flowing 
dress, the riot-gear-laden police officers look 
like cowards. They become the emblems of a 
cowardly government. 

I use the word “cowardly” deliberately. It 
comes up in Ghetto side: A True Story of Mur¬ 
der in America by Jill Leovy. She documents 
the pattern of the American government 
cracking down hard on Black men for minor 
infractions while leaving them to kill each 
other without punishment. The percentage of 
Black homicides that actually get solved is not 
much higher than it was in the horrifying Jim 
Crow South. 

Leovy is a journalist, not an activist, and 
the Black Lives Matter movement never 
came up during her recent interview on Fresh 
Air. But Ghettoside is inherently a Black 
Lives Matter book. It’s a book driven by data 
that documents Black lives, and deaths, not 
mattering. 

Leovy writes specifically about Black 
men, but the woman in Bachman’s Baton 
Rouge photograph can easily be imagined 
among the “masses” of Black people hauled 
through an American criminal justice ma¬ 
chinery that, Leovy writes, “harasses people 
on small pretexts but is exposed as a coward 
before murder.” 

Evans protests a murder. While the killer 
is free, she is hauled in for a peaceful protest. 

Viewers likened her to a superhero, a 
queen greeting peasants. In real life, she’s a 
nurse. The Daily Mail reported she traveled 
all the way from New York, where she lives 
and has a 5-year-old son. 

Bachman’s image of her is not only photo¬ 
journalism but also an artwork of staged pho¬ 
tography. It creates a fantasy that exists only 
in the picture. 

In its dreamscape, the Black woman 
stands against an army. Those numbers make 
her the ultimate minority: the individual 
against the state. 

Some have said the photograph looks like 



JONATHAN BACHMAN/REUTERS 


The officers all become 
small. They are literally 
beneath her. 


a Beyonce video. But Beyonce wields actual 
power. The photograph of an unknown wom¬ 
an earns its importance by the opposition of 
the immediately adjacent facts. When the 
shutter closes, Evans is arrested, removed, 
and returned to powerlessness. 

The picture is a fairy tale, not a documen¬ 
tation. 

Street protests are a special form of the¬ 
ater that can produce pictures that reverse or 
resist reality. I’d wager that the commenter 
who complained about Evans posing has nev¬ 
er attended a protest. Protesters are aware 
that they will be documented. 

If they are lucky, a photographer will com¬ 
ply with them to produce and disseminate 
an image that becomes a collective symbol, 
like Tank Man at Tiananmen Square in 1989. 
Evans knew she would be arrested, Bach¬ 
man heard her say. She stepped forward and 
assumed the position knowing she might be 
photographed, in an attempt to create a re¬ 
cord for herself other than a criminal one. 

Evans got especially lucky because both 
the photographer and the officers are in ex¬ 
actly the right position to create the illusion. 
In an Associated Press photo of the same 
scene, the difference in the photographer’s 
position changes the whole meaning of the 
picture. That image will not become an icon. 

In Bachman’s photograph, she appears to 
do more than just resist. Bachman’s camera 


portrays her repelling the officers by some 
invisible force. The exact angles and timing of 
their posture completes the formation she be¬ 
gan when she assumed the upright and firm 
position: to appear calm and proud, unmov¬ 
able, in the face of injustice. 

Evans also looks like Christ. The photo¬ 
graphic composition, like a Baroque painting, 
is derived from a central triangle. 

The triangle is formed by the legs and feet 
of the woman and the officers. The top point 
of the triangle is where the far officer’s legs 
form an upside-down V That V extends to two 
perfectly straight lines that intimately con¬ 
nect the three figures. His right foot leads di¬ 
rectly into the woman’s dress. The line contin¬ 
ues, running through to the dress’s far right 
edge as the wind blows it. The officer’s other 
foot, his left, extends straight to the closer of¬ 
ficer’s right heel. 

Their legs rhyme, as in a synchronized 
dance. 

The officers’ uniformity and synchronicity 
make them robotic, interchangeable, anony¬ 
mous. Evans is the only individual in the pho¬ 
tograph, which is, again, a reversal of reality. 
In truth, Black people suffer from being pro¬ 
filed as members of a group by the criminal 
justice system rather than seen as individuals 
with individual stories. 

I doubt Evans is taller than the two offi¬ 
cers confronting her. But because of the angle 
of the photographer’s approach, she is the 
tallest figure in the picture. The entire line of 
riot-gear-wearing officers in the background 
becomes small in relation to her. They are lit¬ 
erally beneath her. A fruitful lie. 

Her pose, as a still goddess in command 
rather than a woman about to be dominated 
and carted away (like so many females in 


mythology and art, see Titian and Goya) 
works so perfectly that it’s almost a cliche. 
The officers are all action. She is equa¬ 
nimity itself. They look through obscuring 
masks. She wears spectacles and sees be¬ 
yond them. 

Her profile is delicate and delineated, and 
her mouth is closed. She is not speaking or 
holding a picket sign: Her body is her lan¬ 
guage, and her dress is the dialect. Straps 
reveal her back, and slits reveal her legs. But 
the dress ultimately evokes the robes of a 
monk, or a prophet. 

Her hands made me think of Christ in 
judgment. They resemble the hands of El 
Greco’s 16th-century Christ carrying his 
own cross. Evans holds nothing (discernible). 
You can picture El Greco’s cross in the blank 
space between her arms. 

Yet Evans wears no torment on her face. 
She isn’t a martyr. Her face is from Buddha. 
Rather than a cross, she intends to hold her 
son’s future in her hands. 

In the process of folding her arms, her 
right arm rests on her body, but her left re¬ 
mains extended with palm almost upright. 

In medieval European art, Christ signaled 
his judgments of the damned and the saved 
using his hands. A right upward palm sig¬ 
naled those headed heavenward; a left down¬ 
ward palm meant you were toast. 

Evans appears to sit in judgment of the of¬ 
ficers, but with her hands in a mixed position. 
Would she declare the officers lost or redeem¬ 
able? 

We wait to understand her judgment. 
She’s suspending it for good reason. We wait 
to see whether our government will hear the 
call of Black Lives Matter. We wait to find out 
whether our society will understand it. ■ 
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AS YOU KNOW, CONTROLLING 

TOURETTE’S 

IS NOT THIS EASY! 


We invite boys and girls aged 6 to 17 who have Tourette syndrome to see if they may qualify 
for the T-Force Green Study. The primary purpose of this research study is to determine the 
effectiveness, safety, and tolerability of an investigational medication for Tourette syndrome. 
Each child who qualifies will receive study medication, study-related medical exams, and 
study-related laboratory tests at no cost. 

To learn more, and to see if your child may qualify, visit TForceGreen.com or call the area 
doctor listed below: 


EASTSIDE THERAPEUTIC RESOURCE 
(425) 443-9551 

GetHelpNow@etresource.com 


Compensation for time and 
travel may be available. 




T-FORCE 


GREEN 




BODIES OF water You know what “durational” rhymes with? Sensational! 

A Durational Spectacle 

Alice Gosti Takes Over the Waterfront 
with a Marching Band, a Comical 
Choir, and Contemporary Dancers 

BY RICH SMITH 


I f you’ve walked by Waterfront Park 
in the last month or so, you may have 
seen a woman holding a megaphone and 
instructing a group of eight dancers to pre¬ 
tend they’re swimming through caramel. 
That woman is (probably) choreographer/ 
dancer Alice Gosti, and you were probably 
watching rehearsals for Bodies of Water, 
a brand-new five-hour drop- 
in durational performance 
brought to you by Velocity 
Dance Center and Friends of 
Waterfront Seattle. 

Eight dancers compose the core of the 
piece. At 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 16, those 
dancers will begin at one end of the park and 
then course around the half-moon section 
of the pier, and by 10:00 p.m. they’ll end up 
on the opposite side of the park. The piece 
will begin with the city skyline in the back¬ 
ground and end with Puget Sound as the 
background—a journey from the city to the 
water. 

At some point, under the direction of 
Benjamin Marx (Degenerate Art Ensem¬ 
ble), a marching band will amble through 
the park. Ambient water noises will be 
amplified. The Beaconettes, a humorous 
a cappella ensemble composed of women 
of a certain age, will don their vertiginous 
pink wigs and perform a number from their 
repertoire. Gosti will recite poetry by the 
radical Romantic Italian poet Giacomo 
Leopardi. And, of course, the sun will bow 
out behind the Olympics. 

“Then there’s going to be a good-bye,” 
Gosti explains, as she polishes off the last of 
her gin and tonic at Redwood. 

“A good-bye?” I ask. “You mean they’re 


just gonna wave at us?” 

“I haven’t decided yet,” she says. “I 
don’t know if the end will be an arrival or a 
departure.” 

Gosti won’t tell me when the Beacon¬ 
ettes are going to come on. Or when the 
poetry is supposed to happen. She won’t 
tell me any of this stuff because Bodies 
of Water is a durational 
performance, so lots of the 
piece’s pleasure lies in little 
surprises she and her col¬ 
laborators have built into 
the five-hour period of time. The hope 
is that those surprises, in addition to the 
movement of the core dancers, will satisfy 
the audience sufficiently, with respect, of 
course, to how much time they have for art 
that day. 

Gosti tells me she wants her time-based 
spectacles to feel like “a choose your own 
adventure” book, not a slog. Wanna watch 
from one of those pods on the Seattle Great 
Wheel? Do it. Wanna stop by at 5 p.m., 
watch for 10 minutes, shuffle over to Jarr- 
Bar for some octopus snacks, return to the 
park and watch for another 20, run off again 
for a light dinner, and then catch Gosti’s 
“good-bye?” The durational performance is 
your oyster. 

“The idea is that I’ve given you this con¬ 
tainer” says Gosti. “You don’t have to take it 
all. You can even go to sleep if you like.” 

But isn’t durational art a thing to be 
endured ? “Some people believe that du¬ 
rational performance is only endurance. I 
don’t agree,” Gosti says. “Endurance limits 
it to a concept of pain and suffering. That’s 
one power of durational performance, but 


Bodies ofWater 

Sat July 1 6, Waterfront 
Park, 5-10 pm, free 
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you can do something for a long time and 
not have pain, and not subjugate yourself 
to some kind of emotional and physical dis¬ 
tress. You can do something for a long time 
because a story needs to be told for a long 
time.” 

The story Gosti is trying to tell with Bod¬ 
ies of Water does sound like it needs five 
hours. She’s pitching the piece as a celebra¬ 
tion of Seattle that also accounts, in some 
way, for “the problematic relationship that 
Seattle has to its water.” 

As part of her research, she’s interviewed 
UW lecturer Cynthia Updegrave about the 
dismantling of water-based Native Ameri¬ 
can cultures and Native fishing rights to 
Elliott Bay and the Duwamish River, she’s 
read up on water ecology in general, and 
has also been keeping up with news about 
the global refugee crisis. All of these issues, 
Gosti says, feed into the piece. 

Huh? “There are triangulations where 


these elements come together,” she says. 
She then describes the complicated prob¬ 
lem involving cleanup and fishing in the 
Duwamish River. Somalian, Mexican, and 
East Asian immigrants who come from 
fishing cultures and who see perch fish¬ 
ing and crab nabbin’ from the Duwamish 
as a way to secure cheap protein for their 
families are at risk of getting sick from 


“My work isn’t a 


manifesto of my opinions. 


My work is more about 

not forgetting.” 

d 

eating the river’s polluted bounty. But the 
city has a hard time figuring out how best 
to communicate with those communities, 
and there are still questions about how in¬ 
volved those communities will be in river 



cleanup efforts. 


At the moment, Bodies of Water doesn’t 
seem to be making a direct argument about 
how the city should address these issues, 
but that’s not the point. “Of course I have 



opinions about whether certain water poli¬ 
cies are good or bad—but that’s not how 
I make my work,” Gosti says. “My work 
isn’t a manifesto of my opinions; my work 
is more about not forgetting certain sto¬ 
ries.” She says the conflicts concerning 
Native fishing rights, for instance, “aren’t 
[her] battle to fight,” but that she felt as if it 
would be ignorant of her not to include ref¬ 
erences to them in a show about Seattle’s 
waterways. 

Why celebrate Seattle in this way in the 
first place? Isn’t this a hopeless city lousy 
with fully optimized, culturally inert tech 
bros whose only mission is to leave Solo- 
wheel tracks all over everything beautiful? 

“I’m sure I’m going to get shit for this 
one,” she says. “But... Italy would be 
much worse.” Gosti was born and raised 
in Italy, and she says she couldn’t do any 
of the projects she does here back in her 
hometown. Her knack for crowdfunding 
campaigns allows her to produce projects 
like Bodies , to sustain Yellow Fish (her an¬ 
nual durational performance festival), and 
to tour nationally and internationally with 
her shows. 

“You want to make a festival?” she asks. 
“You can make it. You want to make a po¬ 
litical performance spectacle? You can make 
it. You want to make a dance about nothing? 
You can do that, too. The economy is alive 
here, so there’s possibility. I know there are 
a lot of problems, but to me it’s still so much 
better than Italy.” ■ 

We put the “dur” in “durational” at 
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SEX OFFENDER 
REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 

The Meryhew Law Group, PLLC 

( 206 ) 264-1590 

www.meryhewlaw.com 
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Barkskins: 

Wood Recommend 

Lumberjacks, Timber Barons, and 
History Collide in Annie Proulx’s Latest 

BY RICH SMITH 


I n a recent interview for Lit Hub, Annie 
Proulx (rhymes with “true”) said she’s 
been working on Barkskins for several 
decades. In some way, she said, she’s been at 
it “since childhood.” That means some part of 
her was working on the novel as she was writ¬ 
ing The Shipping News, for which 
she won the Pulitzer Prize in 1994, 
and also while she was writing 
“Brokeback Mountain,” for which 
she won the prize you get when 
Hollywood turns your short story into a suc¬ 
cessful film. 

It may seem a little romantic for her to 
say that she’s been working on the book since 
childhood, but after reading the 700-plus pag¬ 
es of seriously researched historical literary 
fiction about the way a line of lumberjacks 
(aka “barkskins”) and a line of timber titans 
shaped US history from the early colonial era 
up to about three years ago, I believe her. 
Though the book doesn’t feel very “propul¬ 


sive,” Proulx’s piss-and-shit realism and gor¬ 
geous sentences draw you deep into a world 
of woods, a world that in my imagination was 
populated primarily by cartoon white men 
with blue oxen and red shirts who harbored 
an incredible appetite for pancakes. The 
overwhelming historical authority 
her language projects—the sense 
that she’s put so much work into 
this book—is powerful enough 
to make you keep reading. (Plus, 
there are all kinds of great tree facts toward 
the end, and the cinematic deaths will haunt 
you forever.) 

The book begins with a pissy French guy 
named Monsieur Trepagny. He arrives in 
“New France” (now Nova Scotia) with two in¬ 
dentured servants, Rene Sel and Charles Du- 
quet. When he gets the chance, Duquet steals 
into the wilderness. After a lot near-death 
experiences reminiscent of The Revenant and 
a successful turn at fur trading that involves 


hitching a ride on a Dutch ship and interna¬ 
tional trade with China, Duquet establishes 
Duke & Sons lumber company. Sel stays on 
with Trepagny and is eventually basically 
forced to marry Mary (aka Mali), a Mi’kmaq 
Indian and expert healer. The Sel line bears 
the barkskins. The Duquet line bears the lum¬ 
ber barons. 

As the book moves from generation to 
generation, a general thesis reveals itself: 
The concept of personal property, facilitated 
by technology and propelled 
by the Christian mandate for 
dominion, is largely to blame 
for the genocide of indigenous 
people and the impending eco¬ 
logical collapse. Proulx even 
gets into the more insidious 
forms of Christian influence, 
as when she tells the story of 
a guy who is told he can at¬ 
tend Dartmouth, but, because 
he’s Mi’kmaq, is offered only 
theological courses. Education 
in this context is not a tool for 
self-empowerment but a way 
to promote missionary work that leads to the 
destruction of entire cultures and their atten¬ 
dant systems of knowing the world. 

As in her other works, many of the im¬ 
ages Proulx renders are terrible beauties. A 
mama bear engulfed in a forest fire gulps wa¬ 
ter from a lake. A guy whose ax ricochets off 
a frozen tree trunk and cuts so deeply into 
his thigh that he bleeds to death “lying on 


his bier of frozen blood, more frozen than the 
ax.” The music Proulx finds in the language 
of quotidian struggle, though, offers con¬ 
solation: “Josime was a fine hewer with the 
weighty broadax, trimming the log smooth 
and flat within a fraction of the chalk line.” 
That well-balanced assonance is indicative 
of Proulx’s style throughout the book—not 
too showy, but there’s always enough sonic 
patterning in her sentences to let you know 
she’s thinking about it. 

It’s also worth noting that 
queer people, women, and in¬ 
digenous people aren’t written 
out of this history, and toward 
the end of the book, you get a 
chance to geek out on contem¬ 
porary forestry theory. 

Also, special pleasure bo¬ 
nus for those who spend their 
Saturday mornings shuffling 
around in the Douglas fir duff 
surrounding Seattle: Diving 
into this book post-hike extends 
your tree-bathing time. And 
while hoofing up switchback¬ 
intensive trails, Proulx’s descriptions of bark¬ 
skins limbing large pines flood your mind and 
enrich your surroundings. The old growth 
feels palpably older, and the forest flickers 
between an image of the earth’s lungs and the 
image of the bones of a 74-gun warship. ■ 


More piss-and-shit realism at 
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Barkskins 

by Annie Proulx 
(Scribner) 
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GREEN ROOM 

Welcome to Patrick Stewart’s Neo-nazi Hardcore Club 
DVD $17.95 Blu-ray $21.95 

BELLADONNA OF SADNESS 

Incredible Long-lost Sexplo Anime 
DVD / Blu-ray $28.95 

CARNIVAL OF SOULS (Criterion Collection) 

Pure Low-Budget B-move Nightmare Fuel 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 



For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


EVERYBODY WANTS SOME! 

More Lovely Nostalgia from the Director of BOYHOOD 
DVD/Blu-ray $31.95 

ONLY YESTERDAY 

Little-seen Studio Ghibli Treasure 
DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $28.95 

CAT IN THE BRAIN 

Lucio Fulci’s Weirdo Meta-Horror/Comedy 
Blu-ray $29.95 


THREE GREAT NEW RELEASES FROM ARROW VIDEO 


THE OX-BOW INCIDENT 

Henry Fonda vs. Frontier Justice 
Blu-ray $22.95 

YELLOW SKY 

Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” in the Old West 
Blu-ray $22.95 

ADVENTURE TIME: CARD WARS 

Floop Your All-Powerful Pig 
DVD $15.95 




Checkout Our 

YELLOW BRICK ROAD 

Fundraising Campaign! 

www.scarecrow.com 


New Region-free Blu-ray Player! 
Sony BDP S3700 • Just $199 
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MR. ROBOT Elliot (Rami Malek) is a hacker with a heart of gold. 

Mr. Robot Is Chilling, 
Dystopian Science 
Fiction—Just 
Like Real Life 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


H ere is a name you should know—that 
is, if you don’t know it already: Rob¬ 
ert Gordon. He is an economist, and his ideas 
on economic stagnation and the current state 
of technological change can help explain why 
Mr. Robot will be the most important science- 
fiction TV show since Battlestar Galactica. 
And yes, despite taking place in a time that 
looks very much like the present, Mr. Robot is 
science fiction. Why? Because if you remove it 
from the continuum of works like Her, Sleep 


Dealer, The Matrix, Johnny Mnemonic, 
Dark Angel , and, of course, Blade Runner , it 
pretty much comes out of nowhere. 

Now, Gordon’s theory: He believes that the 
US economy, which is the center of the glob¬ 
al economy, is in a state of stagnation for a 
number of reasons. The main one is that tech¬ 
nological change is not as disruptive as it used 
to be. For example, the leap long-distance 
human communication made from carrier 
forms (post, bird, and so on) to the telegraph 


(19th century) is galactic when compared to 
that between the telegraph and the fax (20th 
century), and between the fax and e-mail (late 
20th century). Gordon concludes that the 
technologies of the future will not radically 
change the world in the way technologies of 
the first (1840 to 1914) and second (1920 to 
1940) industrial revolutions did. 

“Everywhere I look, I see things at a 
standstill, I see offices with the same hard¬ 
ware and software as they had 10 years ago,” 
said Gordon in a lecture he delivered on May 
16 at the London School of Economics and Po¬ 
litical Science (it’s available on YouTube). He 
also points out that if one goes back 20 years, 
they will find the business office is much the 
same as today’s (the only notable difference 
being computer screens got flatter). You can 
see this for yourself if you com¬ 
pare the offices in The Matrix 
(1999) and Mr. Robot (2015). The 
hero of the former, Thomas An¬ 
derson (Keanu Reeves), works in 
a place (the software corporation MetaCor- 
tex) that has few differences from the place 
(Allsafe Cybersecurity) the hero of the latter, 
Elliot Alderson (Rami Malek), has a desk in. 

But The Matrix took place in a deep and 
dark future that reproduced through a com¬ 
puter-connected “neural active simulation” 
what was then (the end of the 20th century) 
the present. That future was technologically 
more advanced in the world of this computer 
construct. With Mr. Robot , as far as we can 
tell, the future is today. We live in the same 
future as the show. Not only are the technol¬ 
ogies in the program the same as the ones 
in our world (smartphones, laptops, wi-fi, so¬ 
cial media, microwave ovens), but it also has 
similar and identical political and cultural 
developments. Barack Obama is the presi¬ 
dent in Mr. Robot. But the show fuses Bank 
of America, Apple, and Halliburton into a 
fictional mega-zaibatsu called E Corp. It 
also transforms the real association of hack¬ 
ers called Anonymous into a crew of hipster 
hackers called fsociety. 

The leader of this group is Elliot, a young 
man whose mind seems to have been fried by 
what in the movie Johnny Mnemonic (1995) 


is described as “nerve attenuation syndrome” 
(NAS). Recall the scene in Mnemonic that 
has the street doctor Spider (Henry Rollins) 
explaining to Johnny (Keanu Reeves) what 
causes NAS: “Information overload! All of 
the electronics around you! You are poisoning 
the airwaves! Technological fucking civiliza¬ 
tion.” This looks like what we see in Elliot’s 
eyes. The way they can’t rest on anything, the 
way they dart this way and that, the way they 
seem about to pop out of their steaming sock¬ 
ets, roll across his desk, and stop at the base 
of a flat-screen monitor. Elliot is a total mess, 
he is addicted to painkillers, and he is a hack¬ 
er whose mind appears to have been hacked. 
It has a bug in it. The first season is about this 
bug. It’s called Mr. Robot. 

The show is also about a social revolution 
that has Bernie Sanders written 
all over it. The hackers want to 
liberate the world by breaking the 
power of the 1 percent. That pow¬ 
er takes the form of debt (student 
loans, home loans, credit cards, and so on). 
Erase that debt, and the world can reboot. 
But, to be honest, this story is not that inter¬ 
esting or that new. It’s identical to the one in 
Dark Angel, which was made in 2000 and set 
in Seattle (Mr. Robot is set in Manhattan). 

What’s great about Mr. Robot, and what 
one hopes is not lost in its second season, is its 
tone. These 10 episodes, all directed by show 
creator/writer Sam Esmail, consistently com¬ 
bined three elements: Rami Malek’s intense 
appearance and performance, a soundtrack 
with the mood of 1990s late rock and triphop, 
and shots that are gorgeously photographed, 
composed, and lit by Tim Ives, the show’s 
cinematographer. 

We frequently find interior shots with a 
disenchanting (indeed, disturbing) depth of 
focus. This has the effect of submerging the 
fictional characters in a “technological fuck¬ 
ing civilization” that we recognize as our 
own. In the old science fiction, you finished 
a show or movie and returned to the drab, 
technologically lagging real world. With Mr. 
Robot, you finish the show and return to a 
world that’s almost exactly the same. We live 
science fiction. ■ 


Mr. Robot 

dir. Sam Esmail 
USA Network 
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FOOD TRUCKS 
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UNDER THE STARS. 


DJ’S ON A GRASSY LAWN 


ALL SUMMER LONG 


SEATTLE'S ORIGINAL 
OUTDOOR CINEMA 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


amazon 


55 " MEGA SCREEN 
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2016 SEASON 

JUL 16 DEADPOOL* 
^ JUL 23 PRETTY WOMAN 
JUL 30 MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 
AUG 6 GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL 
AUG M THE BIG LEBOWKSI 


101 WESTLAKE AVE NORTH | SOUTH LAKE UNION 
DOORS OPEN AT 6PM I TIX: $5 MOVIES AT DUSK 

INFO: WWW.SEATTLEOUTDOORMOVIES.COM 
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Eat That Question Is as 
Dull and Uncompromising 
as Frank Zappa 

BY SEAN NELSON 


A side from his laudable status as an 
anti-Parents Music Resource Center 
crusader in the 1980s, his knack for proximity 
to weird and uncool artists, and an admirable 
commitment to that mustache, Frank Zappa 
has always existed in my mind as an icon of 
abstraction. He clearly represents something 
profound to people who love him—a goulash of 
freedom, rebellion, and absolute artistic sov¬ 
ereignty Like Willie Nelson or Jerry Garcia. 
Or Ayn Rand. 

Yes, there’s something else about Zappa 
that was always both al¬ 
luring and repellent: the 
contempt factor. Behind 
the implacable deadpan 
that somehow remained 
a fixture of pop culture several decades af¬ 
ter his music was in the pop sphere, was a 
ceaseless hateful sneer for everyone and ev¬ 
erything that wasn’t his own music. 

He was forever railing against “plastic 
people” and “designer jeans” and Coca-Cola, 
forever making ironic usage of Eisenhower 
Americanisms like “nifty” and “spiffy”—all 
the classic signifiers of first wave rock ’n’ roll 
self-seriousness. Except that, naturally, Zap¬ 
pa hated rock ’n’ roll most of all. 

To combat this, he made some of the most 
noxiously, spitefully silly, condescending rock 
ever made, larded with shallow observations 
disguised as social commentary. Alongside 
this, he continued to explore his true musical 


vocation: outre modes of 20th-century compo¬ 
sition, inspired by Varese, Stravinsky, Webern. 

As Zappa’s music grew increasingly cynical 
and obscurant, his contempt for the audience 
that couldn’t/wouldn’t/didn’t get it became 
deeper rooted. The tension between the high 
art of composition and the low art of fame was 
the story of his life as a public figure. 

Then he died of cancer in 1993 and every¬ 
one pretended they’d loved him the whole 
time, which is a very Zappa irony. 

Eat That Question is compiled from inter¬ 
views and performance 
footage from Ameri¬ 
can and European TV 
in which Zappa comes 
across equal parts fun¬ 
ny and humorless, intriguing and fucking 
unbearable. 

At his best, he schools Republican pundits 
about the dangers of theocratic fascism. At 
his worst, he reminds us that nearly all male 
hippie icons were basically sexist, homopho¬ 
bic solipsists with narrow senses of humor. 

Watching Zappa talk and glare, I was re¬ 
minded of the days when irony was a binary, 
not a spectrum. When people either “got it” 
or didn’t. Those days are long gone, as is the 
man himself. Still, he represents a fascinating 
intersection of libertarianism, counterculture, 
avant-garde, and mass audience that is unlike¬ 
ly ever to come again. This is a film for fans, 
not fence-sitters. And that seems correct. ■ 


Eat That Question: 

Frank Zappa in His Own Words 

dir. Thorsten Schutte 


- T H E H U F FINGTON POST 
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‘WISE f DEEPLY MOVING.’ 

Entertainment - 

‘SWEET AND FUNNY." 
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SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 

START FRIDAY, JULY 15 


AMC PACIFIC 
PLACE 11 

600 Pine St 
amctheatres.com 


CINEMARK LINCOLN 
SQUARE CINEMAS 

700 Bellevue Way NE 
(800) CINEMARK 


LANDMARK GUILD 
45TH THEATRE 

2115 N 45th 
(206)547-2127 
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UPTOWN 
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Life, Animated 
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Swiss Army Man 
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The Kind Words 
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Till? 
RESTAURANT 
WAREHOUSE 



YOUR 

RESTAURANT’S 

MISSING 

INGREDIENT 

20*419-5801 


THERESTAURANTWAREHOUSE.COM 

INFO@THERESTAURANTWAREHOUSE.COM 
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£_ SANSEI 

Hr* SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 

St & SUSHI BAR 


Premiere on Pine:: 815 Pine St. Seattle:: 206.402.4414 


Hawaii’s most award-winning sushi and contemporary 
Japanese cuisine is finally available in Seattle! 



Dinner nightly, 
5:30 to 10:00 p.m 


Check out our menu and FANTASTIC Happy Hour 
and Late Night Specials at sanseiseattle.com 



Hfiar 

, r jmrr 

MiLftsdert 
l MkM fkiu 

M£ti u ti r * 
.LbAc fa"ii 

if 

fw fcajPkT 
'mas. of Wintry 

yfinuitif 
Milt -n-t Jr J -' 

B ( Tiz Frtr.i 


Ihh^.T.'li. NSQ- 



ALKI BEACH: PHIHWEV RIDCE: 

2620 Alkl Awe. SW * 2<K -933’7344 6711 Crnnwwd A*e, H * 2 06-7C6-4689 

SOUTH L ME Ul 901 FaIrwlflw Avc HStfClOO * 20&-739-599G 



























































































THE STRANGER July 13, 2016 51 



DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD 

7 days* 5 -npm 


LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS 

- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE - 

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 
210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837 


CHOW 


EDEN HILL Lick the Bowl is a dessert that looks like a party gone awry. 


The Imaginative Things 
Eden Hill’s Chef Is Doing at 
the Top of Queen Anne 

I’ve Tried the Five-Course Blind Tasting Menu 
and I’ve Had a Dinner There a La Carte 

BY ANGELA GARBES 


Eden 

2209 Queen Anne 


O n the top of Queen Anne sits a 
small restaurant called Eden 
Hill—so small that walking 
through the front door, you find yourself 
squarely in the middle of its intimate 18-seat 
dining room, which is almost always full. 
(Reservations here are highly recommend¬ 
ed.) When you sit down 
for dinner, your server will 
tell you that you have two 
choices: pick a few dishes to 
share from the short menu 
of smallish plates or opt for the five-course 
chef’s blind tasting menu, which changes 
daily and consists of entirely different dishes. 

On a recent evening, I came in and 
stood for a minute amid people oohing and 
aahing over their plates of elaborately com¬ 
posed food. The majority of them had opted 
for chef Maximillian Petty’s blind tasting 
menu—something that both surprised and 
impressed me. 

Petty’s tasting menu costs $90 per person 
(with an optional wine pairing available for 
$40), while a la carte dishes cost an average 
of $16. That the restaurant was filled with 
several tables of customers forking over 
substantial amounts of money for a prix fixe 
meal that lasts more than two hours (on a 
Tuesday night, no less) shows that Petty, 
who opened Eden Hill last September, has 


established a relationship of real trust with 
his neighborhood clientele. They’re not only 
willing to eat whatever the chef wants to 
feed them but also willing to take a chance 
on the gels, foams, creams, and other con¬ 
ceptual elements of his self-described “avant 
garde, New American” cuisine. 

Whichever dining expe¬ 
nd rience you choose, Petty’s 

Ave N, 708-6836 reverence for his ingredients 
(many local and seasonal, of 
course) will be on full dis¬ 
play, as well as his playful imagination. He is 
a chef with a lot of ideas and techniques, and 
he cooks as though he has a mandate to use 
all of them. 

A tasting menu in late June began with an 
amuse-bouche of two smelt—oily little fishes 
that were lightly fried and crispy. They tasted 
great dipped in a creamy aioli, but were even 
better when dabbed with an acidic malt vin¬ 
egar fluid gel—part liquid, part solid, wholly 
intriguing. Each smelt acted as both fish and 
chip, and each vanished in just two quick and 
satisfying bites. 

Another course—pasta bathed in an ultra¬ 
rich, funky taleggio cream sauce—held a 
masterful surprise: the noodles were actually 
made from thinly sliced pig skin that Petty 
had cured for more than a day. They were soft 
and chewy, and, when coated in the delicious, 


complex molten cheese sauce, became even 
more slippery and pleasurable to eat. The 
dish was wonderfully lush and indulgent but 
needed neither the shavings of black truffle 
nor the edible gold leaf that were laid on top 
of the bowl. Both seemed to exist mainly so 
our server could describe the dish as being 
“totally bailer.” 

Other courses on the blind tasting menu 
were less successful. A Dungeness crab salad 
that involved layers of ancho chili liqueur 
and coconut-and-corn cream suspended 
over a glass filled with herbs and smoke (it 
was meant to “scent the dish,” our server 
told us) was overcomplicated, strange, and 
fussy—a trick that fell flat. Seared arctic char, 
despite its accompanying octopus broth and 
lovely magenta dianthus flowers, wasn’t very 
interesting, nor was an Anderson Ranch lamb 
chop served on a plate painstakingly dotted 
with goat yogurt, sour cherry gastrique, pick- 
led onions, fermented cabbage, nasturtium 
powder, microgreens, and flowers. Despite 
the ornamentation on both plates, the main 
proteins, while flawlessly cooked, were 
straightforward and safe. 

A meal put together from a la carte menu 
items was much stronger—every plate com¬ 
plex but also well conceived and thought out. 
Garnishes were essential, not extraneous. 

Florets of cauliflower “chilaquiles” ► 


TGHLIN 


WEEKEND 
— BRUNCH — 
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SUNDAYS iOAM-JPM 

ItfpifrjFrwrr DiffJfig - 
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LIVE 

CRAWFISH 
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WE SHIP 

SEAFOOD OVERNIGHT 
ANYWHERE IN THE USA 
OR WE PACK FOR 
AIR TRAVEL 



University 
Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 




Before, During & After 
the Mariners games! 


Seattle’s Best Fish & Chips 
Now Showing NHL Hockey! 




Norm’s 

Doggie Pageant! 

Saturday July 16, 4-6pm 

Come with your dog in their finest attire 
to win sensational prizes. Extra prize for 
best matching dog/owner outfit. 

Sign up: $10 advanced or $15 day of 

Motley Zoo 

$1 of every Deschutes beer and all 
registration fees will go to Motley Zoo 

Presented by V 


206-547-1417 * 460 North 36th Street * normseatery.com 
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njcHienaminS 

McMenamins Seattle, Bothell 
and Mill Creek locations are now 
hiring LINE COOKS! Our positions 
are variable hour positions ranging 
from PT to FT hours, based on 
business levels. Qualified applicants 
must have an open & flex schedule 
including, days, evenings, weekends 
and holidays. We are looking for 
Line Cooks who enjoy working in 
a busy customer service-oriented 
environment. Previous experience 
is a plus, but we are willing to train. 
Wage is BOE. 

Please apply online 24/7 at 
www.mcmenamins.com or pick 
up a paper application at any 
McMenamins location. Mail to: 
430 N. Killingsworth, Portland OR, 
97217 or fax: 503-221-8749. 

Call 503-952-0598 for info on other ways 
to apply. Please no phone calls or emails 
to individual locations! E.O.E. 


◄ ($13), meaty and encased in a crackly 
crust, were dressed in a vibrant and piquant 
jalapeno and chive blossom hot sauce. Un¬ 
derneath, fermented red cabbage gave both 
tang and earthy crunch, while clouds of a 
manchego foam, nutty and sharp, added an 
ethereal texture. Charred octopus ($21) was 
expertly cooked, supple all the way down to 
the tiny curlicue at the end of the tentacle. 
Its crispy exterior was matched perfectly 
by a crunchy exterior of accompanying sun- 
chokes, which were sweet and creamy on the 
inside. Pickled black currants, served whole 
as well as part of a sweet-and-sour sauce on 
the bottom of the plate, gave zest and bright¬ 
ness. And grilled leaves of goose tongue 
grass, an ingredient I’ve never had before, 
were astonishing: naturally salty, smoky, and 
buttery. 

While perusing the desserts, I noticed 
that a version of the lovely dessert we were 
served two weeks earlier as part of our blind 
dinner—alder-smoked apricots, tart and 
musky, with pistachio cream, white choco¬ 
late bark, and vanilla “bubbles”—had found 
a home on the a la carte menu. We were told 
the dish was the chef’s attempt at re-creat¬ 
ing an Italian soda he had enjoyed earlier 
that week. The newer, more refined iteration 


Fried smelt acted as both 
fish and chip, and each 
vanished in two quick and 
satisfying bites. 


is made with grilled stone fruits, pistachio 
and rose-hip cream, roasted white chocolate, 
and ginger-and-vanilla bubbles. Perhaps 
Petty uses the tasting menu as his place to 
experiment and test out ideas. 

Eden Hill’s signature dessert, called Lick 
the Bowl, is a somewhat ridiculous looking 
dish I’ve seen all over Instagram and Yelp 
for the last year. A foie gras “cake batter,” 
salty and unctuous, is served in a miniature 
silver mixing bowl that’s turned on its side. 
The batter spills out onto a heavy stone 
platter that holds slices of buttery griddled 
pound cake and fresh berries, all covered in 
a riot of powdered sugar and bright multi¬ 
colored sprinkles. The scene looks like a 
party gone sloppily, delightfully awry. (If 
you’re too shy to get the last bits of batter 
out with your finger, you can use one of the 
spatulas it’s served with.) 

To be honest, I wasn’t crazy about the 
dessert—the batter was more slimy than 
creamy—but as I licked sticky bits of the 
stuff off my fingers, I couldn’t help but 
laugh in appreciation of what I’d been 
reduced to. I was, in fact, licking the bowl— 
and my fingers, as well as my forearms, 
which were dusted with powdered sugar. 
I imagined the satisfaction the front- and 
back-of-house staff might feel as they 
watch countless diners, here for a formal 
meal, doing the same humbling things at 
the end of each meal. 

Owning and running a restaurant is a 
daily grind. While Petty takes his food very 
seriously (and, perhaps, some of it too seri¬ 
ously), it’s clear that what drives him is a 
sense of wonder and fun. He’s a young chef 
who, within a year of owning his first restau¬ 
rant, was named a semifinalist for the Rising 
Star Chef of the Year award by the James 
Beard Foundation. The most interesting 
thing about Eden Hill will be watching how 
all that imagination and talent matures and 
evolves. ■ 


More amuse-bouche at 

0 THESTRANGER.COM/CHOW 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of July 13 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Upcoming adventures might make 
you more manly if you are a woman. If you are a man, the coming 
escapades could make you more womanly. How about if you're trans? 
Odds are that you'll become even more gender fluid. I am exagger¬ 
ating a bit, of course. The transformations I'm referring to may not 
be visible to casual observers. They will mostly unfold in the depths 
of your psyche. But they won't be merely symbolic, either. There'll be 
mutations in your biochemistry that will expand your sense of your 
own gender. If you respond enthusiastically to these shifts, you will 
begin a process that could turn you into an even more complete and 
attractive human being than you already are. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I'll name five heroic tasks you will have 
more than enough power to accomplish in the next eight months. (1) 
Turning an adversary into an ally. (2) Converting a debilitating obses¬ 
sion into a empowering passion. (3) Transforming an obstacle into 
a motivator. (4) Discovering small treasures in the midst of junk and 
decay. (5) Using the unsolved riddles of childhood to create a living 
shrine to eternal youth. (6) Gathering a slew of new freedom songs, 
learning them by heart, and singing them regularly—especially when 
habitual fears rise up in you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your life has resemblances to a jigsaw 
puzzle that lies unassembled on a kitchen table. Unbeknownst to you, 
but revealed to you by me, a few of the pieces are missing. Maybe 
your cat knocked them under the refrigerator or they fell out of their 
storage box. But this doesn't have to be a problem. I believe you can 
mostly put together the puzzle without the missing fragments. At the 
end, when you're finished, you may be tempted to feel frustration that 
the picture's not complete. But that would be illogical perfectionism. 
Ninety-seven percent success will be just fine. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If you are smoothly attuned with the 
cosmic rhythms and finely aligned with your unconscious wisdom, 
you could wake up one morning and find that a mental block has mi¬ 
raculously crumbled, instantly raising your intelligence. If you can find 
it in your proud heart to surrender to "God," your weirdest dilemma 
will get at least partially solved during a magical three-hour interlude. 
And if you are able to forgive 50 percent of the wrongs that have been 
done to you in the last six years, you will no longer feel like you're run¬ 
ning into a strong wind, but rather you'll feel like the beneficiary of a 
strong wind blowing in the same direction you're headed. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): How often have you visited hell or the suburbs 
of hell during the last few weeks? According to my guesstimates, 
the time you spent there was exactly the right amount. You got the 
teachings you needed most, including a few tricks about how to steer 
clear of hell in the future. With this valuable information, you will 
forevermore be smarter about how to avoid unnecessary pain and 
irrelevant hindrances. So congratulations! I suggest you celebrate. And 
please use your newfound wisdom as you decline one last invitation 
to visit the heart of a big hot mess. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): My friend Athena works as a masseuse. She 
says that the highest praise she can receive is drool. When her clients 
feel so sublimely serene that threads of spit droop out of their mouths, 
she knows she's in top form. You might trigger responses akin to drool 
in the coming weeks, Virgo. Even if you don't work as a massage 
therapist, I think it's possible you'll provoke rather extreme expressions 


of approval, longing, and curiosity. You will be at the height of your 
power to inspire potent feelings in those you encounter. In light of this 
situation, you might want to wear a small sign or button that reads 
"You have my permission to drool freely." 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): The latest Free Will Astrology poll shows 
that 33 percent of your friends, loved ones, and acquaintances approve 
of your grab for glory. Thirty-eight percent disapprove, 18 percent re¬ 
main undecided, and 11 percent wish you would grab for even greater 
glory. As for me, I'm aligned with the 11 percent minority. Here's what 
I say: Don't allow your quest for shiny breakthroughs and brilliant ac¬ 
complishments to be overly influenced by what people think of you. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): You are at the pinnacle of your powers 
to both hurt and heal. Your turbulent yearnings could disrupt the 
integrity of those whose self-knowledge is shaky, even as your smol¬ 
dering radiance can illuminate the darkness for those who are lost 
or weak. As strong and confident as I am, even I would be cautious 
about engaging your tricky intelligence. Your piercing perceptions and 
wild understandings might either undo me or vitalize me. Given these 
volatile conditions, I advise everyone to approach you as if you were 
a love bomb or a truth fire or a beauty tornado. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Here's the deal: I will confess a dark 
secret from my past if you confess an equivalent secret from yours. 
Shall I go first? When I first got started in the business of writing 
horoscope columns, I contributed a sexed-up monthly edition to a 
porn magazine published by smut magnate Larry Flynt. What's even 
more scandalous is that I enjoyed doing it. Okay, it's your turn. Locate 
a compassionate listener who won't judge you harshly and unveil one 
of your subterranean mysteries. You may be surprised at how much 
psychic energy this will liberate. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): What do you want to be when you 
grow up, Capricorn? What? You say you are already all grown up and 
my question is irrelevant? If that's your firm belief, I will ask you to set 
it aside for now. I'll invite you to entertain the possibility that maybe 
some parts of you are not in fact fully mature, that no matter how 
ripe you imagine yourself to be, you could become even riper—an 
even more gorgeous version of your best self. I will also encourage 
you to immerse yourself in a mood of playful fun as you respond to 
the following question: "How can I activate and embody an even more 
complete version of my soul's code?" 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): On a summer day 20 years ago, I took 
my 5-year-old daughter Zoe and her friend Max to the merry-go-round 
in Golden Gate Park. Zoe jumped on the elegant golden-maned lion 
and Max mounted the wild blue horse. I climbed aboard the humble 
pig. Its squat pink body didn't seem designed for rapid movement. 
Its timid gaze was fixed on the floor in front of it. As the man who 
operated the ride came around to see if everyone was in place, he con¬ 
gratulated me on my bold choice. Very few riders preferred the porker, 
he said. Not glamorous enough. "But I'm sure I will arrive at our des¬ 
tination as quickly and efficiently as everyone else," I replied. Your 
immediate future, Aquarius, has symbolic resemblances to this scene. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Early on in our work together, my psycho¬ 
therapist confessed that she works only with clients whose problems 
are interesting to her. In part, her motivations are selfish: Her goal is to 
enjoy her work. But her motivations are also altruistic. She feels she's 
not likely to be of service to anyone with whom she can't be deeply 
engaged. I understand this perspective, and am inclined to make it 
more universal. Isn't it smart to pick all our allies according to this 
principle? Every one of us is a mess in one way or another, so why not 
choose to blend our fates with those whose messiness entertains us 
and teaches us the most? I suggest you experiment with this view in 
the coming weeks and months, Pisces. 



MrangcrPERKS 


SHOP LOCAL. 


WANT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN STRANGERPERKS? 


Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com 


NORTH STAR DINER & SHANGHAI ROOM 

Greenwood! 

The comforts of a dive bar, the food of a diner, the cocktails of your dreams. All great diners 
and all great Chinese restaurants have one thing in common: a dark lounge with stiff drinks. 
Ours is the Shanghai Room. An homage to its Chinese ancestors: Yen Wor Garden, 
China Jade and the Tea House, the Shanghai Room has seen it all. 

Great drinks, great people, karaoke every night. Get in here! 

$20 to Spend. Your Price: $10 


STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer. 
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TEXT BY RICH SMITH / PHOTO BY KELLY O 


Robert Lashley! 

If you happen to run into Robert Lashley before or after one 
of his readings, he's either a ball of anxious energy or a ball of 
laughs. But when he gets up onstage, he converts that energy 
into a physical projection of lyrical power. You know how some 
poets speak with poet voice? Lashley doesn't speak with poet 
voice. He speaks quickly and loudly. He embodies the pain and joy 
in the poems—sometimes he seems ecstatic, sometimes he seems 
fed up at the world, sometimes he'll even sing. It's a little bit 
preacher-like. 

He told me recently: "I've had some blues. When I write, I try to 
transform those blues into things that are beautiful." 

Lashley grew up in the Hillside Terrace projects, a primarily black 


section of the Hilltop neighborhood in Tacoma. "I just saw a whole 
lot," he said. He chronicles his time growing up in Hilltop dur¬ 
ing the violence of the 1990s in The Homeboy Songs, a book that 
made Small Press Distribution's best-seller list. This year, Lashley 
won a grant from Artist Trust to continue work on his new book, 
Up South, in which Lashley says he's challenging himself to dig 
deeper, to "tell the story of the myths, the folklore, and the rituals 
of the black people who came through Tacoma and Seattle from 
the South." 

Robert Lashley will be celebrated at the free Stranger Genius 
Awards party on September 24 at the Moore Theatre. Five artists 
will go home with $5,000 each, no strings attached, thanks to our 
generous sponsors. To see all 15 nominees this year, go to 
thestranger.com/genius2016. 
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INYEWOKOMA THIS IS WHO WE ARE 


Opens Saturday 
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To place an ad call: 206-323-7101 



DO YOU HAVE 
PTSD AND 
ALCOHOL 
PROBLEMS? 

Seeking free treatment? 
Paid research opportunity. 

Call the APT study at 
206 - 764-2458 



Now accepting 
Master, Discover 1 
& Visa Cards 1 
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daily 
specials 

joints & 
edibles 

$} grams 

up to 21% THCj 
7 strains 


*full priced items only 
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Vendor Day specials valid during 
the Vendor Day hours only. 
Vendors will be on site during 
those times. 
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OPEN M-W9AM-10PM 
EVERYDAY TH-SAT9AM-11:45PM 
SU9AM-10PM 

Big Lot-Free Parking / Open 7 Days 
Dog Friendly / Centrally Located, 

Close to Downtown / No Medical 

Card Needed / 21+ 
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4912 17TH AVENUE NW 

BALLARD SEATTLE LAKE CITY 

10333 LAKE CITY WAYNE 

STASHPOTSHOP.COM ■ @STASHPOTSHOP 
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This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, andjudgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-155 



DOWNTOWN SEATTLE 
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YOU PAID FOR THE FIRE 
BUT ALL YOU GOT WAS BURNER? 

YOU SAID YOU WANTED THE LOUD 
BUT IT FELL ON DEAF EARS! 

JOIN US IN OUR CRUSADE 
TO KILL CRAPPY WEED. 

miltCrappyWeed 



Specicr/s 

EVERY DAY 

A dkrat 
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716 NW 65th Street 


206.557 7388 horbshotfsc o r g 
Sun-Thur 10a-10p Fn Sal 10^1 lp 





SEATTLE'S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP 


2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA 
www.CannabisCity.us 

This product has intoxicating etfects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrishs asociated with consumption of this product. 
For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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www. Have sHearlCC.com/Stra nger 











































